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REVIEW

By Professor Assena Stoimenova, PhD
Department of Health Policy and Management,
Faculty of Public Health, Medical University of Sofia

Member of the Scientific Jury, appointed by Order Ne P-2046 / 03.10.2019, by the
Rector of Medical University of Plovdiv

About: Competition for the academic position “Associate Professor” in Health
Economics, field of higher education 7. Health and Sport, professional area 7.4.
Public Health, for the needs of the Department of Social Medicine and Public
Health, published in SG. 61 of August 2, 2019

There is one applicant in the competition — Dr. Georgi Iskrov.

I.  Analysis of the applicant’s career profile

Georgi Iskrov was born on September 2, 1987 in Plovdiv. He graduated from “Antoine
de Saint-Exupery” French language high school in 2006. He subsequently graduated as a
Bachelor in Computer science (2010) and Master in Business administration (2012) from
Plovdiv University “Paisii Hilendarski”. After a competition he was enrolled as a doctoral
student at the Department of Social Medicine and Public Health at the Medical University of
Plovdiv. In 2016 he successfully defended his PhD dissertation, titled “Complex
post-marketing analysis of orphan drugs”. In 2016 Georgi Iskrov graduated as a Master in
Public Health from the Medical University of Plovdiv, and in 2018 he obtained a specialty in
Health Economics.

The candidate has been an Assistant Professor and Chief Assistant Professor at the
Department of Social Medicine and Public Health at the Medical University of Plovdiv since
2016. Since 2019 he has been appointed Scientific Secretary of the Faculty of Public Health.
Georgi Iskrov has been working since 2008 at the Bulgarian Association for Promotion of
Education and Science consecutively as technical secretary, expert in international projects
and international project manager. He has participated as a junior researcher in the European
projects 4EECRDOD, EUROPLAN, EPIRARE, BURQOL-RD, RARE - Best Practices,
STORE, ASDEU, RD-Action. At the national level, he has been part of the TITBHB project,
as well as two pilot projects for epidemiological registries. Since 2013, he is the manager of
the Centre for Health Technology Assessment and Analyses, part of the Institute for Rare
Diseases.

Georgi Iskrov is the scientific secretary of the Rare Diseases and Orphan Drugs
journal. He has been a peer reviewer for prestigious refereed and indexed journals, such as
Value in Health, Value in Health Regional Issues, Health Policy, European Journal of Health
Economics, European Journal of Public Health, Orphanet Journal of Rare Diseases, Expert
Opinion on Orphan Drugs, Expert Review of Pharmacoeconomics and Outcomes Research.
He was invited as external assessor for the creation of European Rare Disease Reference
Networks in 2016.



He is a member of the Bulgarian Scientific Society of Public Health and the Bulgarian
Association for Drug Information. He is fluent in English and French.

II.  General description of the submitted documents for the competition

The applicant has submitted a complete set of documents in accordance with the Rules
of the Medical University of Plovdiv, as follows: an application to the Rector for admission to
the competition with a list of documents submitted; a CV in European format; diplomas for
higher education (diploma for Bachelor’s Degree in Computer science, diploma for Master’s
Degree in Business administration and diploma for Master’s Degree in Public Health;
diploma for PhD in Health Economics; Certificate of professional experience and academic
positions held until the moment (by the Medical University of Plovdiv, the Bulgarian
Association for the Promotion of Education and Science and the Centre for Health
Technology Assessment and Analyses), academic workload records certified by the Head of
the Department for Educational activities for the last 3 years; a copy of the latest attestation
sheet.

IIl.  Assessment of the applicant’s scientific work for the entire academic
development

The scientific works presented by Georgi Iskrov are of theoretical, applied and confir-
mation character. The applicant participates in the competition with a total of 78 scientific
papers as follows:

e Dissertation with a thesis summary;

e 3 publications related to the dissertation;

e 37 publications indexed to world-renowned databases of scientific information

(Scopus and Web of Science);

e Monograph not presented as a major rehabilitation work;

e 33 publications in non-refereed scientific peer-reviewed journals or in peer-reviewed

collective volumes;

e 3 publications that are chapters in collective monographs.

Georgi Iskrov’s publishing activity is distinguished by its good international visibility.
The applicant is the first author of 41 of the publications. In self-assessment report submitted,
the applicant has divided the points for each submitted scientific work in proportion to the
number of co-authors. The points of the candidate by category of indicators, which I
recognise, are as follows: Category A — 100 points, Category C — 130.3 points, Category D —
717.5 points. The candidate has participated in 15 scientific forums.

The areas of research interest of Georgi Iskrov and his respective contributions can be
summarised in four main topics:

e Pharmacoeconomics and Health Technology Assessment

This area includes publications Ne 45, 49, 51, 58, 60, 61, 71, 72, which focus on
methodological approaches and tools for health technology assessment and address the
main methodological issues in health technology assessment, in particular critical reading
of systematic reviews and meta-analyses, measurement of costs and benefits, application
of cost-effectiveness threshold, including theoretical and practical examples of health
technology assessment applications (publications Ne 72, 58), models for payment
(publications Ne 3, 18, 21, 40, 44, 57, 68), application of multicriteria decision analysis for



public fund reimbursement of health technologies (publications Ne 1, 2,5,19, 25, 28, 39,
41) and access to orphan drugs (publications Ne 4, 24, 42, 43, 65).

e Epidemiology of chronic non-communicable diseases

The applicant has participated in the preparation and implementation of several
epidemiological registries for rare diseases at national level. The results obtained from
them are the first real data on the prevalence and incidence in Bulgaria of specific rare
nosological categories (publications Ne 13, 59). Publication Ne 9 is a result of the
candidate’s involvement in the EPIRARE European project for rare disease registration
methodology. Publications Ne 63, 73, 76 present analyses and recommendations for the
epidemiological surveillance of rare diseases in Bulgaria.

An original contribution is the study of the possibility of including whole-genome
sequencing in neonatal neonatal screening (publication Ne 27). Publications Ne 47 and 52
represent expert opinions of the epidemiology of some ultra-rare diseases in Bulgaria.
Publications Ne 17, 22, 55 and 78 address the issue of the epidemiology of autism
spectrum disorders.

e Socio-economic burden and quality of life in chronic non-communicable diseases

I refer to this methodological area publications Ne 7, 8, 11, 16. The applicant’s research
interest is focused on measuring and evaluating the global burden of diseases (publication Ne
8), studies on the budgetary impact of drug therapies for rare diseases in Bulgaria
(publications Ne 7, 11, 16) and studies of socio-economic burden and quality of life in rare
diseases (publications Ne 10, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38).

The applicant’s practical experience in assessing the global burden of disease is related
to participation in a project for measuring the socio-economic burden and quality of life in
rare diseases in Europe. The BURQOL-RD project covers 7 EU Member States and 10 rare
diseases (publications Ne 66, 10, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38). An important original
contribution of this research is the methodology developed for selection of a representative
sample of rare diseases, as well as the toolkit for assessing the global burden of rare diseases.
The empirical evidence obtained is the first of its kind for Europe in terms of scope and depth.

e Health policy

This section covers publications on national plans and strategies (publications Ne 15, 20,
23, 26, 56, 62, 64, 77) and expert centres and reference networks for rare diseases
(publications Ne 12 , 14, 69, 70, 79). In the framework of the European project EUROPLAN
Georgy Iskrov has participated in collecting and analysing the experience gained so far by
European countries in this field. An original contribution is the research on the awareness and
knowledge of medical specialists about rare diseases, which is an important factor for timely
diagnosis and treatment (publications Ne 15 and 62).

e Varia

This includes a series of demographic studies on the state and attitudes of modern families
(publications Ne 46, 48, 53, 54), as well as a screening study of hepatitis B and tuberculosis
among high-risk groups in the framework of a Bulgaria-Greece cross-border cooperation
project (publications Ne 74, 75).



The research work of Georgi Iskrov clearly demonstrates relevance and effectiveness. His
scientific contributions show a systematic, consistent development in the field of health
economics and its practical applications to address specific public health problems. Within 11
years the applicant has participated in a number of significant international projects
co-financed by the EU (including one project under the 7th EU Framework Program for
Research and Innovation), the results of which have served as a benchmark for scientific
research in the field of rare diseases and have laid the foundations for a number of policies at
European and national level. His scientific papers enjoy considerable interest and citation
from foreign researchers. It should also be noted the multidisciplinary nature of the research.

The applicant has participated in 8 international projects and 3 national projects, for which
the relevant official certificate has been issued by the Bulgarian Association for Promotion of
Education and Science (BAPES). The European Commission is the sponsor of these
international projects. For the participation in these projects, I acknowledge 45 points for
national projects and 160 points for international projects.

IV. Assessment of monographs and equivalent publications

The applicant has presented a habilitation work in the form of 10 equivalents scientific
publications in journals, referenced and indexed in Scopus and Web of Science. A short
habilitation summary of the scientific contributions has been attached as well. These
publications represent a logically integrated and fully completed work on the complex
problem of rare diseases (awareness and knowledge, epidemiological registries, budgetary
impact, socio-economic burden, centres of expertise).

V. Reflection (citation) of the applicant’s publications
Georgi Iskrov has presented a summary report with evidence of citations in scientific
publications, referenced and indexed in Scopus and Web of Science. The report contains 151
citations, 146 of which are from foreign authors. This is a fact which undoubtedly shows the
great international visibility of the applicant’s scientific production.

VI. Comprehensive qualitative assessment of methodological and teaching activities

The candidate has been an Assistant Professor and Chief Assistant Professor at the
Department of Social Medicine and Public Health at the Medical University of Plovdiv since
2016. He teaches Social Medicine with Medical Ethics — Part I (module on Medical Statistics)
for medical and dental students, trained in Bulgarian and English. He also teaches a part of the
lecture course in this discipline. Since his appointment he has been developing research work
with students within a Public Health Research Club at the Department.

Georgi Iskrov has submitted academic workload certificates for the academic years of
2016/2017,2017/2018 and 2018/2019 — 656 hours, 730.4 hours and 679.2 hours respectively,
which exceeds the relevant norms of the Medical University of Plovdiv. The completed
trainings and courses, for which the applicant has submitted certificates, prove that he
maintains awareness of the novelties in the areas in which he publishes and teaches.

VII. Critical notes and recommendations
I have no critical comments. My recommendation is to continue publishing in these
areas, because given the rapidly changing regulations and the increasing number of orphan
drugs, this type of research is extremely valuable to healthcare decision makers.



VIII.  Overall assessment of the applicant’s compliance with the mandatory conditions
and mandatory quantitative criteria and scientometric indicators according to
the Regulation for holding academic positions at the Medical University of

Plovdiv
Field of higher education 7. Health and Sport
Professional area 7.4. Public Health
Table 1. Minimum required points by indicator category
Category Indicators Associate Professor Georgi Iskrov
A Indicator 1 50 100
Indicator 2 5 -
C Indicator 3 or 4 100 130.3
D Sum of indicators 5 — 9 200 715.5
E Sum of indicators 10 — 12 50 3705
F Sum of indicators 13 — to the end = 281.7

IX. Conclusion

The applicant meets (and even exceeds considerably) the requirements for holding the
academic position “Associate Professor’” according to the Rules for Structure and Activity of
the Medical University of Plovdiv, the Law for Development of the Academic Staff in
Republic of Bulgaria and the Rules for its implementation.

X. Proposal for the position

The materials submitted for the competition show that Georgi Iskrov fully fulfills the
requirements for holding the academic position “Associate Professor”, in accordance with the
Rules for Structure and Activity of the Medical University of Plovdiv, the Law for
Development of the Academic Staff in Republic of Bulgaria and the Rules for its
implementation, and even exceeds them significantly. The submitted scientific papers and
evidence of teaching activity meet the quantitative and qualitative criteria and have a high
added wvalue. These demonstrate the long-standing commitment to science and
problem-solving in the areas in which the applicant has a publishing activity.

The documents presented certify that the applicant has the required experience as a
university teacher and has the required academic workload, in accordance with the regulatory
requirements. Based on my personal experience, I can confidently state that the applicant has
the necessary pedagogical and methodological competences.

In view of the above, I give my positive assessment to Georgi Iskrov in the competition
and I strongly suggest the Members of the Scientific Jury to select Georgi Iskrov to hold the
academic position “Associate Professor” in Health Economics, field of higher education 7.
Health and Sport, professional area 7.4. Public Health, for the needs of the Department of
Social Medicine and Public Health, Faculty of Public Health at the Medical University of
Plovdiv.

Professor Assena Stoimenova, PhD

November 8, 2019
Sofia



