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By Professor Antoniya Yordanova Yanakieva, PhD

Member of the Scientific Jury, appointed by Order Ne P-2046 /
03.10.2019, by the Rector of Medical University of Plovdiv

About: Competition for the academic position *Associate Professor” in
Health Economics. field of higher education 7. Health and Sport,
professional area 7.4. Public Health, for the needs of the
Department of Social Medicine and Public Health, published in SG.
61 of August 2. 2019

By an Order of the Rector of the Medical University of Plovdiv, I have
been appointed a member of the Scientific Jury for a competitive procedure for
holding the academic position of Associate Professor for the needs of the
IFaculty of Public Health, Medical University of Plovdiv. There is one applicant

Georgl Genev Iskrov. PhD. The applicant has submitted all documents and
supporting evidence required by the Regulation for holding academic positions
at the Medical University of Plovdiv, the Rules for Structure and Activity of the
Medical University of Plovdiv, the Law for Development of the Academic Staff
in Republic of Bulgaria and the Rules for its implementation. The materials are
well prepared and contain the necessary information.

I. Analysis of the applicant’s career profile

Chief Assistant Professor Georgi Genev Iskrov completed his higher
cducation in 2010 at the Plovdiv University “Paisii Hilendarski” with a
Bachelor’s degree in Computer Science. He became a Master in Business
Administration in 2012. and in 2015 graduated with a Master’s Degree in Public
[fealth. In 2016 he obtained a PhD degrec in Health Economics after
successfully defending a dissertation, titled “Complex post- marketing analysis
o' orphan drugs™. He is a specialist in Health Economics (diploma from the
Medical University of Pleven).

Chief’ Assistant Professor Iskrov has experience as a participant in
Furopean projects. He has been managing director of a Centre for Health
Technology Assessment and Analyses since 2013, In 2016, after a successful
competition, he was appointed  Assistant Professor and subsequently Chief
Assistant Professor at the Department of Social Medicine and Public Health,



Faculty of Public Health. Medical University of Plovdiv. The candidate has
participated in numerous scientific forums in Bulgaria and abroad. He has
worked in the non-governmental sector with patient organisations and scientific
societies. He is a scientific secretary for the journal “Rare Diseases and Orphan
Drugs”. He was appointed Scientific Secretary of the Faculty of Public Health in
2019.

[le is fluent in English and French. has very good communication skills
and cxcellent digital capacitics.

He has been a member of the Bulgarian Scientific Society of Public
Health and the Bulgarian Association for Drug Information since 2017.

He has been a member of the following international scientific societies
and networks:

e ASDEU Network (Autism Spectrum Disorders in the European
Union) since 2013;

e RARE-Bestpractices Network (A platform for sharing best
practices for the management of rare diseases) since 2013;

e BURQOI.-RD Network (Socio-economic burden and health-related
quality of lifc in rare diseases patients in Europe) since 2010.

I1. General description of the submitted documents for the
competition

For the competition Georgi Iskrov has presented scientific production,
which exceeds in volume and quality the minimum required scientometric
indicators for “Associate Prolessor™ in accordance with the Regulation for
holding academic positions at the Medical University of Plovdiv and the Rules
for Structure and Activity of the Medical University of Plovdiv.

The applicant has submitted 79 scientific papers in total. Georgi Iskrov
has presented 24 scientific publications in specialised scientific journals with an
impact factor. A total of 37 of the submitted papers are published abroad. The
total number of citations is 151. The chronological characteristic of the
publication activity shows a balanced performance over the years.

III. Assessment of the applicant’s scientific work for the entire
academic development

v" General characteristics of the scientific production and publication
activity

The scientific publications of Georgi Iskrov are characterised by
thoroughness, innovativeness and analytical character. A considerable part of
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them are devoted to the topics of national and European policies in the field of
rare discases, epidemiological registries for rare discases, as well as health
technology assessment studies. socio-economic burden of rare diseases and
budgetary impact of rare diseases medicinal therapies in particular,

Chief Assistant Professor Georgi Iskrov has participated in a number of
scientific projects with external and Bulgarian funding. He has regularly taken
part in international and national scientific congresses, presenting the outcomes
of his research.

The scientific papers presented by the applicant reflect current problems,
trends and innovative approaches in the field of epidemiology, health
technology assessment and organisational mechanisms in the rare diseases
sector.

v Scientific activity — dissemination and application of the scientific and
practical outputs of the applicant

Chief Assistant Professor Georgi Iskrov has participated in a number of
international and national scientific forums. He has published the main
outcomes of his research in renowned scientific journals with impact factor.

v' Participation in project implementation and management

The applicant has been involved in a number of significant international
projects. including a project under the 7th EU Framework Programme for
Rescarch and Innovation. The total number of project participations is 11. The
results of these projects have served as the basis for a number of policies at
-uropean and national level.

v Scientific achievements

Georgi Iskrov has participated in an international panel for preparing
recommendations to health technology assessment agencies for using multi-
criteria decision analysis. In 2016. he was an external assessor of healthcare
providers applying for participation in the European reference networks for rare
and complex diseases. The applicant has been a peer reviewer for prestigious
refereed and indexed journals. such as Value in Health, Value in Health
Regional Issues. Health Policy. Furopean Journal of Health Economics.
LLuropean Journal of Public Health, Orphanet Journal of Rare Diseases, Expert



Opinion on Orphan Drugs, Expert Review of Pharmacoeconomics and

Outcomes Research.

v' Assessment of research activities

Chief  Assistant Professor Georgi Iskrov has presented a list of
publications in specialised scientific journals:

Publications in journals. referenced and indexed in Scopus and Web of
Science;

Publications in non-referenced, peer-reviewed journals or collective
volumes;

Monograph;

Handbook (in co-authorship).

The research activity of Georgi Iskrov is focused on the following four
thematic areas:

First, the most important one is the field of Pharmacoeconomics and
Health Technology Assessment., with significant scientific and theoretical
contributions related to:

e Scientific reviews and practical cases of the application of health
technology assessment in today’s drug policy, summarised as
Methodological Approaches and Tools for Health Technology
Assessment. The applicant has submitted 8 scientific publications.

e Methodological framework for multi-criteria decision analysis
of health technologies for rare diseases. The application of
multicriteria decision analysis for assessment and reimbursement
recommendations is the main research topic of Georgi Iskrov’s PhD
dissertation.

e Models for coverage of health technologies. in particular health
technologies such as expensive drug therapies for rare diseases and
cancers. as well as gene therapies, which are increasingly emerging
in medical practice.

e Time delay in access to orphan drugs has been evaluated — from
obtaining marketing authorisation up to a positive reimbursement
recommendation. It is noteworthy that there are few worldwide
studies on access to orphan drugs. The applicant has performed an
in-depth analysis of the issues and limitations that affect and delay
decision making for orphan drug reimbursement.



The

research in the field of Epidemiology of Chronic Non-

Communicable Diseases. rclated to pharmacoeconomic modeling, occupies
sccond place. The following contributions of the applicant can be defined here:

Establishment of epidemiological registries for rare diseases in
Bulgaria, as well as participation in preparation of a methodology
for registering rare diseases.

Study of the possibility to include whole-genome sequencing in
the neonatal screening.

Study of the epidemiology of autism spectrum disorders and
models for early detection and early assessment of such patients, as
well as integration of these research outcomes into specific health,
social and educational policies at European level.

Third, the Socio-Economic Burden and Quality of Life in Chronic
Non-Communicable Diseases. The most important contributions are:

Development of methodological approaches and tools to
measure the global burden of diseases, including the socio-
economic impact and quality of life, as well as the impact on public
funds of reimbursement.

Development ol tools to select a representative sample of rare
discases to cvaluate the global burden of rare diseases. The results
of the BURQOL-RD study, related to the socio-economic burden
and quality of life in rare diseases, show great indirect losses
arising from rare diseases as a result of the reduced or lost
productivity of both patients and caregivers.

The fourth area of research concerns the organisation and management of

Health Policy in Bulgaria:

Participation in analysis and ecvaluation of national plans and
strategies to improve access to high quality care for patients with
rare diseases. including diagnosis, treatment and rehabilitation. The
RD-Action Project has developed recommendations for the
sustainability and long-term effectiveness of healthcare systems in
responding to the challenges of rare diseases.

Development, validation and sharing of good practices in clinical
management of rare disecases, developed within the RARE — Best
Practices Project. which have subsequently found their place in the
framework of thc European reference networks for rare diseases,
established by the European Commission in 2017.



Varia

Chicl Assistant Professor Iskrov has been involved in research teams on a
variety of multidisciplinary public health issues, including a Bulgaria-Greece
cross-border cooperation project related to prevention of hepatitis B and
tuberculosis.

IV. Assessment of monographs and equivalent publications

The applicant has presented a habilitation work in the form of 10
equivalents scientific publications in journals, referenced and indexed in Scopus
and Web of Science. A short habilitation summary of the scientific contributions
has been attached as well. These publications represent a logically integrated
and fully completed work on the complex problem of rare diseases (awareness
and knowledge, epidemiological registries, budgetary impact, socio-economic
burden, centres of expertise).

In addition, Georgi Iskrov has presented one monograph (in co-authorship)
and three chapters in monographs. He is the first and leading author of the
monograph “Budgctary impact of medicinal therapies for rare diseases in
Bulgaria™. The monograph contains three research components: a critical review
of access to orphan drugs in Bulgaria and an analysis of delay in access, an
assessment of the impact of outpatient medicinal therapies for rare diseases on
the total NHIF medicines budget between 2011 and 2014, and a presentation of
o0od practices for rare disease patients’ access to orphan drugs.

V. Reflection (citation) of the applicant’s publications

Georgi Iskrov has presented a summary report with evidence of citations
in scientific publications. referenced and indexed in Scopus and Web of Science.
The report contains 1351 citations. 146 of which are from foreign authors.

V1. Comprehensive qualitative assessment of methodological and
teaching activities

The candidate for the academic position of Associate Professor teaches
practical classes at the Department of Social Medicine and Public Health,
Faculty of Public Health at the Medical University of Plovdiv in the discipline
“Social Medicine with Medical Ethics — Part I (module in Medical Statistics)



for medical students and dental medicine students, trained in Bulgarian and
Inglish. He also teaches the lecture course in Medical Statistics. Since his
appointment. he has been leading a Public Health Rescarch Club for students.

Prior to this competition, the applicant has realised annual academic
workload of 656 hours in 2016/2017, 730 in 2017/2018 and 679 in 2018/2019
academic years respectively. This well exceeds the minimum requirements.

Within the Rescarch Club for students. the applicant completed two
studics in 2017/2018 and 2018/2019 on “Farly screening and assessment
practices for autism spectrum disorders in Bulgaria™ and “Whole-genome
sequencing in neonatal screening — attitudes and opinions of pediatricians and
geneticists from Bulgaria™. The outcomes of these works were presented in two
conferences and two publications in international journals, one of which with an
impact factor.

The candidate participates in the training of postgraduate students in
Public Health (Medico-Social [egal Sciences module) by teaching Medical
Informatics and Statistics.

VII. Critical notes and recommendations

I have no critical comments.

VIIL. Overall assessment of the applicant’s compliance with the
mandatory conditions and mandatory quantitative criteria and
scientometric indicators

The submitted documentation for the competition, the candidate’s
rescarch  outcomes.  social activity and involvement. including teaching
activities. give reason to confirm that Chief Assistant Professor Georgi [skrov
fully meets the requirements for holding the academic position *Associate
Professor” according to the Rules for Structure and Activity of the Medical
University of Plovdiv. the Law for Development of the Academic Staff in
Republic of Bulgaria and the Rules for its implementation.

IX. Conclusion

In conclusion, I believe that the research work of Chief Assistant Professor
Georgi Iskrov demonstrates relevance, visibility and effectiveness. The scientific
contributions show a consistent development in the field of health economics
and its practical applications to address specific public health problems.

Besides the scientometric parameters, which are more than convincing,
and in view of the above mentioned. I give high assessment marks to the
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candidate by voting positively for the selection of Chief Assistant Professor
Georgi Iskrov, PhD. to hold the academic position ~Associate Professor”™ in
Health Economics, field of higher education 7. Health and Sport, professional
area 7.4. Public Health, for the needs of the Department of Social Medicine and
Public Health.

Prof. Antoniya Yanakieva, PhD

November 4, 2019

Sofia



