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To the éhairperson of the Scientific Jury,
Appointed by Otder No. P-2046 / 03.10.2019,
By the Rectot of Medical University of Plovdiv
15A Aprilov Blvd.

4002 Plovdiv

Re: Statement of opinion

About a competition for the academic position Associate Professor,
Scientific specialty Health Econonsics,
For the needs of teaching medical statistics and health technology assessment at the

Department of Social Medicine and Public Health, published in SG. 61 of August 2, 2019.

Member of the Scientific Jury: Assoc. Prof. Desislava Ivanova Vankova, MD, MPH, PhD
Scientific specialty: Social medicine and healthcare organisation and pharmacy

Institution: Medical University “Prof. Dr. Paraskev Stoyanov”, Varna

Address and contacts:
Postal address: Medical University of Varna, 55 Prof. Marin Drinov Str., 9002 Varna
Email: Desislava.Vankova@mu-varna.bg

Mobile: + 359 887 304 838



STATEMENT OF OPINION
By Assoc. Prof. Desislava Ivanova Vankova, MD, MPH, PhD
Faculty of Public Health, Medical University “Prof. Dr. Paraskev Stoyanov”, Varna
Member of the Scientific Juty, appointed by Otder No. P-2046 / 03.10.2019
Of the Rector of Medical University of Plovdiv

ABOUT: Competition for the academic position Associate Professor, professional area 7.4.
Public Health, scientific specialty Health Economics, announced for the needs of teaching
medical statistics and health technology assessment at the Department of Social Medicine

and Public Health, published in SG. 61 of August 2, 2019.

Thete is one applicant in the announced competition — Georgi Genev Iskrov. The candidate
has presented all documents, in accordance with the requirements of the Law for
Development of the Academic Staff in Republic of Bulgaria, the Rules for its
implementation and the Regulation for holding the academic position of Associate
Professor, adopted by the Rules for Structure and Activity of the Medical University of
Plovdiv.

I Analysis of the applicant’s career profile

Dr. Georgi Genev Iskrov was born on September 2, 1987. He graduated from “Antoine de
Saint Exupéry” French language high school in Plovdiv (2001-2006). He obtained a
Bachelot’s degree in Computer Science from Plovdiv University “Paisii Hilendarski” (2006~
2010). The applicant has a Master’s degree in Business Administration (2006-2010) and a
Master’s degree in Public Health (2014-2015). In 2016 he defended a PhD thesis in Health
Economics at the Medical University of Plovdiv. The dissertation’s title was “Complex post-
marketing analysis of orphan drugs”. In 2018 he became a specialist in Health Economics.
He has completed numerous qualification courses in the field of public health, health
technology assessment, epidemiology, and biostatistics. Georgi Iskrov started working
before his Bachelor’s degree in 2008 at the Bulgarian Association for Promotion of
Education and Science, climbing the career ladder from a technical secretary through
international projects expert to international projects manager. In 2013, he became manager

of the Centre for Health Technology Assessment and Analyses, which is part of the Institute



for Rare Diseases. In 2016, Georgi Iskrov became an assistant professor and then, following
a competition, a chief assistant professor at the Department of Social Medicine and Public
Health at the Medical University of Plovdiv.

Currently, Georgi Iskrov is scientific secretary of the Faculty of Public Health at the Medical
University of Plovdiv, as well as a scientific sectetary of “Rare Diseases and Orphan Drugs”
Journal. He has acted as a peer reviewer for 21 scientific journals, referenced and indexed in
Scopus and Web of Science, including European Journal of Health Economics, European
Journal of Public Health, and Orphanet Journal of Rare Diseases.

He is a member of the Bulgarian Scientific Society for Public Health, the Bulgarian
Association for Drug Information, the Autism Spectrum Disorders in the European Union
Project Consortium, the RARE-Bestpractices Network and the BURQOL-RD Network.
The applicant is fluent in English and French.

I1. General description of the submitted documents for the competition

The applicant has submitted all the necessary documents in accordance with the Regulation
for holding the academic position “Associate Professor”, adopted by the Rules for Structure
and Activity of the Medical University of Plovdiv (November 6, 2014, Article 29). This
statement of opinion has been prepared on the basis of the materials, submitted by the

applicant to the Medical University of Plovdiv before the deadline for the competition.

III. Assessment of the applicant’s scientific work for the entire academic
development
The materials provided by Georgi Iskrov cover and exceed the minimum national
requirements and those of the Medical University of Plovdiv for the academic position
“Associate Professor”.
1. General charactetistics of scientific production and publication activity
Dr. Georgi Iskrov participates in this competition with 79 scientific papers in total, the
quantitative and qualitative scientometric characteristics ate as follows:

e Dissertation — 1 — “Complex post-marketing analysis of orphan drugs” (Medical

University of Plovdiv, 2016) and related publications (5);
e Habilitation wotk in the form of 10 scientific publications in journals, that are

refereed and indexed in Scopus and Web of Science; 3 of the publications are in



impact factors journals;

e Monographs — 4;

e Handbook on Medical Statistics (co-author) —1;

e 27 publications in journals, that are refereed and indexed in Scopus and Web of
Science; 21 of the publications are in impact factors journals;

e 33 publications in non-refereed journals;

e Based on the attached self-assessment report for the fulfillment of the national
minimum scientometric requirements, it could be concluded that the number of
points achieved per category of indicators exceeds the scientometric requirements;

e The submitted report on participation in scientific and educational projects lists 11
scientific and educational projects, 8 of which international. He has taken part as a
junior researcher in the European projects 4EECRDOD, EUROPLAN, EPIRARE,
BURQOL-RD, RARE - Best Practices, STORE, ASDEU, RD-Action. He has been
part of the project implementation teams of the TITBHB project, as well as two
pilot projects for epidemiological registries. In 2016 he participated as an external
assessor in the process of creation of European reference networks for rare diseases;

e Georgi Iskrov actively participates in national and international scientific
conferences, thus making his wotk available to the national and international
scientific community. Fifteen participations in scientific forums are presented, 6 of
which abroad. Dr. Iskrov has been a membet of the organising committee at many
conferences, including ones with international participation.

2. Scientific achievements

Georgi Iskrov is the scientific secretary of the Faculty of Public Health at the Medical
University of Plovdiv, as well as scientific secretary of “Rare Diseases and Orphan Drugs”
journal, which is an acclaim and recognition of his qualities by the academic community and

by the scientific teams in which he works.

IV. Assessment of the monographs and equivalent articles
Georgi Iskrov has presented a habilitation work in the form of 10 equivalents scientific
publications in journals, referenced and indexed in Scopus and Web of Science. A short

habilitation summary of the scientific contributions has been attached as well. These



publications represent a logically integrated and fully completed work on the complex
problem of rare diseases (awareness and knowledge, epidemiological registries, budgetary
impact, socio-economic burden, centres of expertise).

In addition, Georgi Iskrov has presented four monographs in the competition materials, in
one of which he is a leading author.

Georgi Iskrov is the first and leading author of the monograph “Budgetary impact of
medicinal therapies for rare diseases in Bulgaria”. This is a comprehensive health economic
analysis of access to orphan drugs in Bulgaria. The impact of outpatient rare disease drug
therapies on the overall NHIF medicines budget in 2011-2014 has been evaluated. Good
practices for accessing orphan drugs have been presented. This monographs can be a
valuable scientific and practical tool for development of contemporary health policies, as
well as for formulation of effective health and economic approaches.

Three chapters of collective monographs are presented that address issues related to rare
diseases in a Buropean context, an introduction to rare genetic diseases and specific
therapies for autism spectrum disorders. All these topics ate extremely up-to-date and are

presented in a competent, comprehensive and interesting way.

V. Reflection (citation) of the applicant’s publications

Dr. Georgi Iskrov has presented a summary of evidence for citations in scientific
publications, referenced and indexed in Scopus and Web of Science, containing 151
citations, 146 of which are from foreign researchers. This is additional evidence about the

importance of his research and publications.

VI. Comprehensive qualitative assessment of methodological and teaching
activities

Chief Assistant Professor Georgi Iskrov participates in the training of students from the
Faculty of Medicine and the Faculty of Dental Medicine at the Medical University of
Plovdiv. He teaches practical classes and lectures in Medical Statistics in Bulgarian and
English. He participates in the training of postgraduate students in Public Health (Medico-
Social and Legal Sciences module, practical classes in Medical Informatics and Statistics).

He has developed an active research work with students in the form of Public Health

Research Club, the results of which are presented in 2 impact factor publications.



The applicant has a high teaching workload — 688 houts on average per academic year, with

463 hours of practical classes and lectures.

VII. Critical notes and recommendations
I recommend Dr. Iskrov to continue his research and teaching activities with the same
energy and dedication that he has put so far. It is important to keep the science — practice —

teaching relationship alive.

VIII. Personal impressions of the applicant

My personal impressions of Dr. Georgi Iskrov date back to October 17, 2015, when I
participated in a perfectly organised training workshop on health technology assessment in
Plovdiv. He was one of the main organisers of the event. Georgi Iskrov can be characterised
as intelligent, competent, focused, with well-developed social skills. In his work with
colleagues, he maintains an ethical and cortect style of communication that reflects his
professional qualification, his extensive research experience, and not least his personal

qualities.

IX. Overall assessment of the applicant’s compliance with the mandatory
conditions and mandatory quantitative criteria and scientometric indicators

Based on the submitted and evaluated materials, the applicant fully covers the mandatory
conditions, the mandatory quantitative criteria and scientometric indicators according to the
Regulation for holding the academic position of Associate Professor, adopted by the Rules
for Structure and Activity of the Medical University of Plovdiv.

X. Conclusion

The main scientific contributions of the applicant ate related to the epidemiology and socio-
economic burden of rare diseases. In this area, he has accumulated research expertise that
justifies the claim that Dr. Iskrov is a European scientist with international experience and
reputation. The applicant’s technical skills and competences, combined with research,
teaching and organisational skills, are an additional advantage in supporting his application
for the academic position of Associate Professor, specifically for the needs of teaching

medical statistics and health technology assessment in Bulgarian and English at the



Department of Social Medicine and Public Health where he currently works.

The overall assessment of the applicant’s research and catreer profile, teaching activity,
scientific works and contributions give reason to formulate a positive opinion and to suggest
to the honorable members of the Scientific Juty to select Dr. Georgi Genev Iskrov for the
academic position “Associate Professor” in the scientific specialty “Health Economics”, for
the needs of teaching medical statistics and health technology assessment in Bulgarian and
English at the Department of Social Medicine and Public Health, published in SG. 61 of
August 2, 2019.

Assoc. Prof. Desislava Vankova, MD, MPH, PhD

October 25, 2019

Varna



