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Member of the Scientific Jury, appointed by Order No. R-2046/03.10.2019 of the
Rector of the Medical University of Plovdiv

%

ABOUT: Competitive procedure for one academic position Associate Professor,
field of higher education 7. Health and Sport, professional area 7.4. Public Health,
scientific specialty Health Economics, announced for the needs of teaching medical
statistics and health technology assessment in Bulgarian and English language at the
Department of Social Medicine and Public Health, Faculty of Public Health at the
Medical University of Plovdiv, published in SG. 61 of August 2, 2019.

Pursuant to Order No. R-2046/03.10.2019 of the Rector of the Medical University
of Plovdiv, I have been appointed as an external member of the Scientific Jury. At the
first in-absentia meeting I was assigned to submit a statement of opinion on the
competition for the academic position of Associate Professor in the Department of Social
Medicine and Public Health, Faculty of Public Health at the Medical University of
Plovdiv.

There is only one applicant in this procedure — Georgi Genev Iskrov, Doctor of
Health Economics, Chief Assistant Professor in the Department of Social Medicine and
Public Health, Faculty of Public Health at the Medical University of Plovdiv.

The candidate has presented all documents, in accordance with the requirements
of the Law for Development of the Academic Staff in Republic of Bulgaria, the Rules for
its implementation and the Rules for Structure and Activity of the Medical University of
Plovdiv.

I Professional qualification and development

Georgi Iskrov is a Bachelor of Informatics (Plovdiv  University “Paisii
Hilendarski”, 2010), Master of Business Administration (Plovdiv University “Paisii
Hilendarski”, 2012) and Master of Public Health (Medical University of Plovdiv, 2015).
After winning a competition he was enrolled as a doctoral student at the Department of
Social Medicine and Public Health at the Medical University of Plovdiv (2013). In 2016
he successfully defended a PhD dissertation in Health Economics on the topic “Complex
post-marketing analysis of orphan drugs”. In 2018, he became a specialist in Health
Economics.

Georgi Iskrov has been working at the Bulgarian Association for Promotion of
Education and Science since 2008, consecutively as a technical secretary, expert and
international projects manager. He has participated as a researcher in 8 international
projects — RD-Action, ASDEU, RARE-Bestpractices, S.T.o.Re, EPIRARE, BURQOL-
RD, 4EEC RDOD, EUROPLAN, as well as 3 national ones. Since 2013 he has been the
director of the Centre for Health Technology Assessment and Analyses at the
Institute for Rare Diseases. From January 2016 he was an assistant professor and from
Dec;mber 2016 until now he has been a chief assistant professor at the Department of
Social Medicine and Public Health at the Medical University of Plovdiv. From 2019
Georgi Iskrov is the scientific secretary of the Faculty of Public Health at the Medical
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University of Plovdiv.

He is a member of the Bulgarian Scientific Society of Public Health, the
Bulgarian Association for Drug Information, the Autism Spectrum Disorders in the
European Union Project Consortium, the RARE-Bestpractices Network and the
BURQOL-RD Network. He has been an external assessor of the European reference
Network for Rare Diseases.

Georgi Iskrov has completed 14 international and national training courses in rare
diseases, health technology assessment and statistics.

I highly appreciate the applicant’s skills in organising international and national
research projects and scientific events which, along with excellent command of English
and French, are key prerequisites for successful academic development.

II Scientific and research activity

Georgi Iskrov’s scientific interests are in the field of pharmacoeconomics and
health technology assessment, epidemiology, socio-economic burden and quality of life
in chronic non-communicable diseases, health policy, and rare diseases and orphan drugs.
He is the scientific secretary of the “Rare Diseases and Orphan Drugs” journal and a
peer reviewer in 21 scientific journals, referenced and indexed in Scopus and Web of
Science, including Value in Health, Value in Health Regional Issues, Health Policy,
European Journal of Health Economics, European Journal of Public Health, Orphanet
Journal of Rare Diseases, Expert Review of Pharmacoeconomics and Outcomes
Research, etc.

Georgi Iskrov participates in the competition with a list of 79 scientific papers in
total, distributed as follows:
Al. PhD dissertation on the topic “Complex post-marketing analysis of orphan drugs” — (50
points);
C4. Habilitation work in the form of peer-reviewed scientific publications in journals that are
referenced and indexed in Scopus and Web of Science — 10 publications (130.27 points);
D4. Monograph not published as a major habilitation work — 1 with two co-authors (33.3 points);
D7. Publications in scientific journals, referenced and indexed in Scopus and Web of Science —
27 publications (333.1 points);
D8. Publications in non-refereed peer-reviewed journals or edited collective works — 33
publications (336.5 points);
D9. Collective monograph chapter — 3 with 6, 2 and 3 co-authors (14.6 points);
E10. Citations in Scopus and Web of Science — 151 (2265 points) and 96 peer reviews (1440

points) of scientific publications, referenced and indexed in Scopus and Web of Science — 3705
points in total;

F15. Specialty in Health Economics, 2018 — (40 points);

F16. Participation in a national scientific or educational project — 3 projects (45 points);

F17. Participation in an international scientific or educational project — 8 projects (160 points);

F20. University handbook published — 1 handbook with two co-authors (6.7 points);

F22. Training of postgraduate and doctoral students (seminars and practical classes) — 30 points;
Based on the analysis of the scientometric indicators, it can be concluded that the

applicant covers and significantly exceeds the minimum national requirements for

scientific and research activity for the academic position of Associate Professor (see
Table I).
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Table 1. Minimum required points per category for the academic position
“Associate Professor”

oo et Associate. Professor Georgi‘ Iskrov

(points) (points)

A Indicator 1 50 50

B Indicator 2 - -

C Indicator 3 or 4 100 130,27

D Sum of indicators 5 — 9 200 715,5

E Sum of indicators 10 — 12 50 3705

F Sum of indicators 13 — to the end - 281,7

* Points from all indicator groups are not added up.

Regarding the author’s position in the publications, the analysis shows sufficient
fulfillment of the requirements and a high personal contribution to the scientific studies
and results — the applicant is single or first author in 53% of the publications. In addition,
a positive characteristic is his participation in large scientific groups, which demonstrates
good teamwork skills.

I Teaching activity

Druring the period of 2016-2019 Georgi Iskrov has been assistant professor and
chief assistant professor in the Department of Social Medicine and Public Health at the
Medical University of Plovdiv. He teaches practical classes and lectures in Medical
Statistics in Bulgarian and English language in medicine and dentistry students.

He has participated in the development of syllabi of the above mentioned
disciplines and one handbook: Petrova N, Iskrov G, Raycheva R. Collection of practical
cases and tests in medical statistics (Medical University of Plovdiv, 2016).

He led a Public Health Research Study Group in the academic years of 2016-2017
and 2017-2018, resulting in two national conferences participations and two publications
in refereed journals, one of which with IF=2.786 (2018).

Georgi Iskrov participates in the training of postgraduate students in Public
Health — module “Medico-Social and Legal Sciences” with practical training in medical
informatics and statistics.

His average annual workload for the period is 688 academic hours.

IV Contributions and reflection of the applicant’s publications in the scientific
literature

I accept the summary report on the scientific contributions, submitted by the
gpplicant. Further evidence of the applicant’s professional standing are his 151 citations
in scientific publications, referenced and indexed in Scopus and Web of Science, an
individual IF of 19.81 and an h-index of 9. All these show that the applicant’s research
work and results are present in the public domain and well appreciated by the scientific

gonnnnunity in the field of public health and health economics, with considerable interest
from foreign researchers as well.
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Applicant’s scientific output is characterised by relevance, visibility and
effectiveness and demonstrates a systematic and consistent development in the field of
health economics and its practical applications to address specific public health problems.
During the period submitted for evaluation, the applicant has participated in a number of
significant international projects co-financed by the EU (including one project under the
7th EU Framework Programme for Research and Innovation), the results of which have
served as a benchmark in the field of rare disease research and have set the stage for a
number of policies at European and national level.

Personal impressions

I have excellent impressions of my personal contacts with the candidate. Chief
Assistant Professor Georgi Iskrov demonstrates erudition, professional competence,
excellent organisational and communication skills and a positive attitude. | believe that
he has a huge potential for academic development.

Conclusion
The complex evaluation of the scientific papers and documents submitted for opinion
shows that:

* The professional qualifications, competences and scientific interests of Georgi
Genev Iskrov are closely related to the problems of health economics. medical
statistics and health technology assessment, which is in full accordance with the
focus of this competition for the position of Associate Professor:

* Georgi Genev Iskrov covers and significantly exceeds the minimum national
requirements for scientific and research activity for holding of the academic
position of Associate Professor;

* Georgi Genev Iskrov covers the requirements for teaching activity.

Judged by these criteria I vote positively and suggest the members of the
Scientific Jury to select Georgi Genev Iskrov to hold the academic position of
Associate Professor in the specialty of Health Economics at the Department of Social
Medicine and Public Health, Faculty of Public Health at the Medical University of

Plovdiv.
(Assoc. Prof. adia Veleva, PhD)
October 27,2019



