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There is one applicant in the competition: Chief Assist. Prof. Georgi Genev Iskrov, PhD.

I Analysis of the applicant’s career profile
Georgi Iskrov graduated consecutively as a Bachelor in Computer Science (2010) and a Master
in Business Administration (2012) from Plovdiv University “Paisii Hilendarski”. After a
competition he was enrolled as a doctoral student at the Department of Social Medicine and
Public Health of the Medical University of Plovdiv. In 2016 he successfully defended a PhD
dissertation in Health Economics on the topic “Complex post-marketing analysis of orphan
drugs”™ In 2016 he graduated with a Master’s degree in Public Health from the Medical
University of Plovdiv, and in 2018 he became a specialist in Health Economics.
Georgi Iskrov has been consecutively Assistant and Chief Assistant Professor at the Department
of Social Medicine and Public Health of the Medical University of Plovdiv since 2016. He was
appointed Scientific Secretary of the Faculty of Public Health in 2019.
Since 2008 he has been working at the Bulgarian Association for Promotion of Education and
Science consecutively as technical secretary, expert and international projects manager. Since
2013 he has been the director of the Centre for Health Technology Assessment and Analyses,
part of the Institute for Rare Diseases.
Georgi Iskrov is the scientific secretary of the Rare Diseases and Orphan Drugs journal. He has
been reviewer for a number of prestigious refereed and indexed scientific journals. He was
external assessor for the creation of European rare disease reference networks in 2016.
He is a member of the Bulgarian Scientific Society of Public Health and the Bulgarian
Association for Drug Information. He is fluent in English and French.

IIL. General description of the submitted documents for the competition
The documents submitted by the applicant are in accordance with the requirements for
participation in a competition under the Law for Development of the Academic Staff in Republic
of Bulgaria and the Regulation for acquiring scientific degrees and holding academic positions at
the Medical University of Plovdiv. Georgi Iskrov’s application documents are well organised.

III.  Assessment of the applicant’s scientific work for the entire academic
development
v" General characteristics of scientific production and publication activity:
The applicant participates in the competition with a total number of 79 scientific works, as
follows:
- PhD dissertation with a thesis summary “Complex post-marketing analysis of orphan
drugs” (2016)
- Habilitation work in the form of scientific publications, referenced and indexed in Scopus
and Web of Science — 10
- Monograph not presented as a major habilitation work — “Budgetary impact of medicinal
therapies for rare diseases in Bulgaria™ (2017) — 1
- Publications in scientific journals, referenced and indexed in Scopus and Web of Science
-27
- Publications in non-referenced peer-reviewed journals or edited collective works — 33
- Collective chapters in monographs — 3
- University handbook — 1
- Participation in scientific forums — 15 (9 in Bulgaria and 6 abroad)



v’ Scientific activity — dissemination and application of the scientific and practical outputs
of the applicant

Chief Assist. Prof. Georgi Iskrov’s papers have for the most part applied science and
confirmation character. They can be summarised in four thematic areas: pharmacoeconomics and
health technology assessment; epidemiology of chronic non-communicable diseases; socio-
economic burden and quality of life in chronic non-communicable diseases; health policy.

v' Participation in project implementation and management
Georgi Iskrov has participated as a junior researcher in the European projects 4EECRDOD,
EUROPLAN, EPIRARE, BURQOL-RD, RARE — Best Practices, STORE, ASDEU, and RD-
Action. At national level, he has been part of the project implementation teams of the TITBHB
project, as well as two pilot projects for epidemiological registries.

v Scientific achievements
As a recognition, Georgi Iskrov has been invited to participate in an international panel for
preparing recommendations to health technology assessment agencies for using multicriteria
decision analysis. This demonstrates the importance of his PhD dissertation and subsequent
research. In 2016, he was invited as an external assessor of healthcare providers, applying to
participate in the European reference networks for rare and complex diseases.

IV.  Assessment of monographs and equivalent publications
Chief Assist. Prof. Georgi Iskrov participates in the competition with 10 scientific publications,
referenced and indexed in Scopus and Web of Science. In 5 of them he is the first author.

V. Reflection (citation) of the applicant’s publications
Georgi Iskrov presents a list of citations by scientific publications, referenced and indexed in
Scopus and Web of Science, containing 151 citations, 146 from foreign authors and 5 from
Bulgarian ones. The high number of citations is a proof of the quality of research and scientific
recognition of the author.

VL. Comprehensive qualitative assessment of methodological and teaching activities
Based on the presented official records for academic workload for the last 3 academic years, the
applicant exceeds almost twice the normative requirements. He teaches Social Medicine and
Medical Ethics — Part I (Medical Statistics module) for medical and dentistry students trained in
Bulgarian and English. He conducts part of the Medical Statistics lecture course in the same
discipline. He teaches postgraduate students in Public Health (Medico-Social and Legal Sciences
module, practical classes in Medical Informatics and Statistics). Since his appointment as
Assistant Professor, he has been conducting research with students within a Public Health
Research Club at the Department.

VII.  Critical notes and recommendations
I do not have critical remarks. Based on his extensive theoretical knowledge and competence, |
recommend Georgi Iskrov to continue taking part in scientific forums, where he should present
to the medical academic community the outcomes of his research in the field of rare diseases and
orphan drugs, as well as to assist in enhancing the professional training of medical specialists in
this area.

VIIL.  Overall assessment of the applicant’s compliance with the mandatory conditions



and mandatory quantitative criteria and scientometric indicators
Georgi Iskrov is fully compliant with the mandatory conditions and mandatory quantitative
criteria and scientometric indicators under the Regulation for holding academic positions at the
Medical University of Plovdiv, adopted by the Rules for Structure and Activity of the Medical
University of Plovdiv.

Criteria Minimum Georgi Iskrov

PhD I |
Specialty for the announced competition | |
Assistant Professor / Chief Assistant Professor - 4 years
Total number of publications 25 (i)

- in refereed journals 7 27

- in impact factor journals 3 24
Positive citations 20 151
Monograph 1 |
Textbooks and handbooks 0 1

IX.  Conclusion
The documents submitted by Georgi Genev Iskrov prove that the applicant fully meets and
exceeds the mandatory and specific conditions and scientometric criteria for the academic
position “Associate Professor”, according to the Rules for Structure and Activity of the Medical
University of Plovdiv.
All of the above convinces me to vote positively and to suggest to the members of the Scientific
Jury to select Georgi Genev Iskrov for the academic position “Associate Professor” in
professional field 7.4. Public health, specialty Health Economics for the needs of the Department
of Social Medicine and Public Health. ~

Assoc. Prof. Rumyana Yaneva, PhD

October 30, 2019



