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assessor in the academic board by Order Ne P-1933/19.09.2019 r. of the Rector of Medical
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of an application dossier in an open competition for Associate professor

for occupation of the academic post "Associate Professor"

in the Medical university (MU) - Plovdiv

Field of higher education 4. Natural sciences, mathematics and informatics

Professional field 4.3. Biological sciences

Scientific specialty: Botany

Published in the State Gazette (8G) 56/16.07.2019 and in the MU- Plovdiv internet page for the
needs of Department “Bioorganic chemistry” of Faculty of pharmacy

Senior assistant, Plamen Stefanov Stoyanov PhD in biology in the MU-Plovdiv is the only
candidate for the competition.

Plamen Stefanov Stoyanov graduated from Biological Faculty in PU “Pajssii Hilendarski” in
the year 2000 acquiring a Msci degree and additional qualification Biology teacher. In 2009, after
winning a competition, was appointed assistant in Botany in the Faculty of pharmacy —-MU-
Plovdiv.

In 2014 he defended a PhD thesis entitled “Variability, taxonomy and ecology of some
filament blue-green algae (Cyanoprokaryota)” Department “Botany and methodology of education
in biology™, Biological Faculty in PU “Paissij Hilendarsky™, and since than and currently holds the
post of a senior assistant in Pharmaceutical botany in the Faculty of pharmacy of MU-Plovdiv. In
2016 expanded his professional qualification and acquired a Msci degree in the specialty "Medicinal
and essential plants".

The applicant is Fluent in English (B2) and Russian languages, as well as in modern
computer programs and specialized equipment for biological studies,

The presented application documents for the academic post Associate professor comply
fully to the MU-Plovdiy mandatory Regulation rules. I would underline also the detailed and broad
activities reported under category “other” duly supported by relevant proofs (training cources,
certificates, membership etc.).

Assessment of the scientific publications of the overall academic development of the
candidate

Senior assistant Stoyanov presented a total of 45 scientific publications, out of which for
evaluation I accept 43, excluding the 2 papers related to the PhD thesis:

O A personal monograph;

© 16 manuscripts published in scientific journals referenced and indexed in the world
data bases Web of Science and Scopus; 7 in journals with IF;

o 8 publications published in contemporary Bulgarian journals, referenced and
indexed in the world data bases for scientific information (NACID, 2019)

o 18 full text papers published in collective reprints, periodicals or conference
proceedings not referenced and indexed in the world data bases Web of Science and
Scopus



Obviously the multidisciplinary thematic and scope of research imply a teamwork and
co-authorship in the publication of results. The candidate is a primary investigator (first or
corresponding author) and a second author in more than 63% of the journal publications (leading
author in 14 journal articles) and in more than 80% of those published in periodicals and
proceedings (in 5 a leading author) confirming the credibility of the applicant personal scientific
contribution. It should be outlined that all publications are in English. The participation of Plamen
Stoyanov in 19 international and national scientific fora and 11 research projects provide further
evidence of his active research activity and professional endeavor.

[ appreciate the personal statement of the candidate on his achievements.

Stoyanov has a wide spectrum of scientific interests in Botany with focus on algae and
medicinal plants. His original scientific achievements could be conditionally defined as

biodiversity research (taxonomy, floristic and phytocoenology), biochemical (toxicology,
phytochemistry and pharmacology) and ecological, including also the methodological approaches
in studying different plant groups of Bulgarian flora,

Floristic - research on phytoplankton species composition of lentic waters (A.2,B.15,T.9,T.10)

study of biodiversity and ecology of filamentous blue-green algae, (B.3 u I".12), first record of
Pithophora oedogoniana in Bulgaria (T".4), study of species composition and toxic potential of

Toxicology, phytochemistry and biology — investigated toxic potential of dominant cyanobacteria
of 11 dams (A.2, B.15u T -10); confirmed presence of bioactive compounds and toxins in the two
species Nostoc linckia and Nostoc punctiforme (B.2); analyzed 3319 pollen epitopes and
identification of the most frequent conservative parts responsible for the cross-reaction in allergy

production of phycocyanin and allophycocyanin (B.7); updated taxonomic key for identification of
species from genus Carduus in Bulgaria (B.14); proved inhibitory effect of Chilorella vulgaris on
the growth of ectoparasite Xiphinema index on grapevine (I.5); bioindication potential of
Scenedesmus bernardii to heavy metal pollution (I".6) and a very good antifeedant activity of 6
compounds isolated from Scurellaria alpina and Salvia splendens and 5 chemical derivatives
against larvae of Leptinotarsa decemlineata (I'.8), the role of pigments phycoerythrin,
phycocyanin, allophycocyanin and phycoerythrocyanin as biomarkers in blue-green alagae (B.7)
and the role of LRP as a new molecular marker for taxonomic identification of Cyanobacteria
(b.12).
In his investigations Stoyanov employed a variety of research approaches that embrace both
classical and modern methods, lab experiments and field studies.

The monograph of the candidate is a compendium of in-depth study of freshwater algae

and higher plants of the Natura] park “ Bulgarka” contributing to the Investigation of biodiversity,



ecology and conservation status of biota as well as to the methodology of research. The technical
parameters of the monograph correspond to the requirements.

Education and teaching activity

Plamen Stoyanov is qualified in pedagogy and has a 10 year experience as assistant and
senior assistant in Pharmaceutical Botany in the Pharmacy Faculty in MU-Plovdiv and the Faculty
of Biology in the PU- “Paissii Hilendarsli”. His teaching activity load is we]] above the norm for
non-habilitated staff, The candidate is involved in the administration activities acting as a

The applicant listed 30 citations of 14 publications, out of which 25 cited by foreign authors,
All citations are in scientific journals indexed in the world data bases SCOPUS and Web of Science.
22 citations are in scientific Journals with IF. It is worth to note that 9 scientific articles have 18
references in highly ranked (Q1) journals (e.g. Envirommental Microbiology, Algal Research,

Critical Remarks and recommendations

activity in international specialized journals.

My personal impression of applicant’s activity are based on areview of his PhD thesis as a
member of the jury, and I am very happy to underline the consistency of his committed
accomplishment and the motivation to further develop his professional knowledge and skills in
research and teaching activity.

Overall assessment of the applicant’s compliance with the mandatory conditions and quantitative
criteria and scientometric indicators

The overall assessment of the scientific production of the candidate indicate ful] compliance to the national
minimum requirements for al] indicators acquired for the academic post “Associate professor” in the Field
of higher education 4. Natural sciences, mathematics and informatics, professional field 4.3.
Biological sciences (Ministerial council Decree Ne 26/13.02.2019, State gazette 15/19.02.2019)
and the mandatory quantitative criteria and scientometrics of "Regulation for the occupation of
academic post "Associate Professor " in MU-Plovdiy and "Evaluation criterja":

> Minimum requirements by group indicators for acquisition of education and

scientific degree doctor ( PhD)
Group of
indicators
Indicator 1




Sum of the indicators 5 tol10
(attached publications

> Minimum requirements by group indicators for acquisition of academic
post ,,Associate professor”

Indicators 3 or 4
(attached monograph)

Sum of the indicators 35 tol0
(attached publications b.]. 2. b3 b4, 55, 56 57 K S,
b9 B.10,b.11, b.12 513 B 14 B.I5 ub.16)
Sum of the points of indicator 11

(attached citations | [.1.2, 1.3 1.4 1.5, 1.6, 1.7 2 1, 2.2
23,24 3.1 32 3.3 34 41 42 4.3.5.1,5.2.53 6.1 7 /
81,91, 101, 111,121, 13.] 14.1)
Sum of the indicators

from 12 on-wards

CONCLUSSION

The application documents of Plamen Stefanov Stoyanov are fully in compliance with the
mandatory and specific conditions and scientometric criteria for acquiring the academic post
“Associated professor”. His accomplishment demonstrate original scientific and applied
achievements with significant contribution in different areas of botany, rated accordingly nationally
and abroad. All aspects of his education and teaching activities are also highly appreciated.

All the above, as wel] as My personal impressions, give ground for my positive assessment and
recommendation  to the Honorable members of the academic board to vote for the promotion
decision of Plamen Stoyanov to the academic post “Associated professor” in the Field of higher
education 4. Natural sciences, mathematics and informatics, Professional field 4.3. Biological
sciences, scientific specialty Botany and to propose to the Faculty Council of the Faculty of
Pharmacy of MU-Plovdiv a positive statement for his appointment,
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