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Reviewer: Prof. Tihomira Zlatanova Zlatanova, MD, PhD
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Institution: Faculty of Public Health at the Medical University of Sofia

Address and contacts:
Postal address: 1527 Sofia, 8 Byalo more Str., fl. 4
Email: t.zlatanova@foz.mu-sofia.bg; prof.zlatanova@gmail.com

Mobile: 0886436304



L. Analysis of the applicant’s career profile

Georgi Iskrov has been working at the Bulgarian Association for Promotion of Education and
Science since 2008, consecutively as technical secretary. expert in international projects and
international projects manager. Since 2013, he has been the director of the Centre for Health
Technology Assessment and Analyses, part of the Institute for Rare Diseases. He has been an
Assistant Professor and Chief Assistant Professor at the Department of Social Medicine and Public
Health at the Medical University of Plovdiv since 2016. He has been conducting research work with
students within a Public Health Research Club at the Department. In 2019 he was appointed scientific
secretary of the Faculty of Public Health. The applicant’s career profile shows his extensive expertise
and management experience, which he successfully applies as an assistant professor at the Faculty of

Public Health, Medical University of Plovdiv.

II. General description of the submitted documents for the competition
The presented materials are in full compliance with the Regulation for holding academic
positions at the Medical University of Plovdiv, adopted by the Rules for Structure and Activity of the
Medical University of Plovdiv, as well as with the Law for Development of the Academic Staft in

Republic of Bulgaria and the Rules for its implementation.

[II.  Assessment of the applicant’s scientific work for the entire academic development

v General characteristics of the scientific production and publication activity
Within Georgi Iskrov's 11 years of professional experience in the field of rare diseases he has
conducted a series of original studies and participated in a number of large-scale national and
European research projects. The problems associated with rare diseases are complex. They do
not affect only one area, and subsequently their systematic study requires a multidisciplinary.
integrative approach based on cross-sectoral collaboration with different stakeholders. In his
scientific output. the applicant addresses the following main areas: knowledge and awareness
of rare diseases, epidemiological registries for rare diseases, budgetary impact of rare disease
therapies, socio-economic burden of rare diseases. policies for designation and implementa-
tion centres of expertise for rare diseases.

v Scientific activity — dissemination and application of the scientific and practical outputs of the
applicant
In the studies presented by Georgi Iskrov, he has systematically addressed the problems of
rare diseases using a variety of methodological tools. For the first time data on the level of

awareness and knowledge of general practitioners in Bulgaria about rare diseases have been



generated. The study has significantly contributed to the initiation and continuation of an
information campaign among GPs, including information workshops and training seminars
for rare diseases. The original methodology of the study was adapted and applied for the
purpose of a similar study among medical students. conducted by the Association of Medical
Students in Bulgaria.
For the first time a comparative analysis of the existing national registries for rare diseases in
Europe has been carried out. Regarding Bulgaria in particular, the main methodological and
management challenges have been identified. The possibility of international cooperation in
this area has been considered, including ensuring the long-term sustainability of this
infrastructure.
The main challenges to the Bulgarian healthcare system in the context of the right to
cross-border healthcare in the EU and the free movement of people have been analysed.

v' Participation in project implementation and management
Georgi Iskrov has participated as a junior researcher in the European projects 4EECRDOD.
EUROPLAN, EPIRARE, BURQOL-RD, RARE-Best Practices, STORE. ASDEU, and
RD-Action. At national level, he has been part of the project implementation teams of the
TITBHB project, as well as two pilot projects for epidemiological registries.

v" Scientific achievements
Evidence for the scientific reputation of Georgi Iskrov’s research output are. among other
things, his publications in impact factor journals, 24 in total. The applicant is a member n
three international and two national scientific societies and networks. He has participated in a

number of scientific forums.

IV.  Assessment of monographs and equivalent publications

The applicant has presented a clear and transparent methodology for assessing the budgetary
impact of rare disease drug therapies. A list of rare diseases has been set up based on precise inclusion
and exclusion criteria. The budgetary analysis is based on nosological units. not medicinal products.
The exclusion of cancers (including rare tumors) as a separate budget item for assessment has been
justified. This series of studies follows up the dynamics of these expenditures over a relatively long
period of time and challenges the notion of exponential increase in rare disease drug spending in our
country.

For the first time, empirical data on the socio-economic burden of rare diseases and in
particular cystic fibrosis in Bulgaria have been presented. The results have been obtained through a
unified methodology for eight EU Member States and allow for extensive comparative analysis. This

could also help planning and implementing rare disease policies.



V.

Reflection (citation) of the applicant’s publications

Demonstration of the importance of Georgi Iskrov’s scientific works are the citations by

Bulgarian and foreign authors. The total number of citations is impressive — 151. 146 of which are by

foreign authors.

Proof of his recognition as a scientist, expert and researcher are the peer reviews completed by

him for journals, referenced and indexed in Scopus and Web of Science:
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22 reviews for Frontiers in Public Health;

15 reviews for Orphanet Journal of Rare Diseases:

8 reviews for Value in Health Regional Issues:

7 reviews for Expert Review of Pharmacoeconomics & Outcomes:

6 reviews for Health Policy and Acta Poloniae Pharmaceutica — Drug Research:

4 reviews for European Journal of Public Health, Journal of Infection and Public Health.
Folia Medica;

2 reviews for Frontiers in Pharmacology. Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders.
Health Expectations, European Journal of Health Economics. Journal of Medical
Economics, Health Economics, Policy and Law. Cost Effectiveness and Resource
Allocation, Expert Opinion on Orphan Drugs:

1 review for Value in Health, Expert Opinion on Drug Safety. Journal of the European

Academy of Dermatology and Venereology. Patient Preference and Adherence.

Comprehensive qualitative assessment of methodological and teaching activities

The presented official records for academic workload indicate that Georgi Iskrov exceeds the

requirements of 360 hours of academic workload for a non-habilitated professor for the three aca-

demic years. He teaches Social Medicine with Medical Ethics — Part I (Medical Statistics module) for

medicine and dentistry students, in Bulgarian and English. He is partially conducting the lecture

course in Medical Statistics for the same discipline. He also has an impressive extra-curricular

workload, including a Public Health Research Club at the Department, preparation of tests. hand-

book. and e-learning resources. Since 2019 he has been appointed Scientific Secretary of the Faculty

of Public Health, which is an acknowledgment of his work.

VIIL

Critical notes and recommendations

I recommend the applicant to continue his work in the field of rare diseases and to promote his

outputs to a greater extent in Bulgaria.



VIIL. Overall assessment of the applicant’s compliance with the mandatory conditions

and mandatory quantitative criteria and scientometric indicators

Comparative table. submitted by the applicant, with the minimum required points for the position of

associate professor and the points of Georgi Iskrov

Category Indicators Associate Professor Georgi Iskrov

A Indicator 1 50 100

B Indicator 2 - -

C Indicator 3 or 4 100 130.3

D Sum of indicators 5 — 9 200 715.5

E Sum of indicators 10 — 12 50 3705

F Sum of indicators 13 —to the end - 281.7
Total: 4934.5

From the comparative table. presented by the applicant. it is clear that he completely covers
the minimum national requirements. even exceeds them many times, which is a reason for a firm

positive evaluation of his scientific production.

IX.  Conclusion

Georgi Genev Iskrov fulfills the mandatory and specific conditions and scientometric criteria
for the academic position “Associate Professor™.

My overall assessment of his teaching and research activities is positive. Georgi Iskrov has a
sufficient amount of teaching activities, professional experience and publications to be evaluated by
the Scientific Jury. The materials presented for the competition show that the applicant fully meets all
the requirements for the academic position “Associate Professor™, as stipulated by the Law for De-
velopment of the Academic Staff in Republic of Bulgaria and the Rules for its implementation. I give
my positive opinion for the selection of Georgi Iskrov as Associate Professor in Health Economics
for the needs of teaching medical statistics and health technology assessment at the Department of

Social Medicine and Public Health, Faculty of Public Health, Medical University o:f Plovdiv.
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Prof. Tihomira Zfatanova, MD, PhD

October 29, 2019
Sofia



