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Author : Dr. Krassimir [liev Kraev
Form of doctoral studies: self-study doctoral program

Department: Propaedeutics of Internal Diseases at the Medical Univers 7 of Plovdiv
Topic : Study on the immunogenicity of TNF- a blocker drugs for the formation of
drug-induced neutralizing antibodies in patients with inflammatory rheumatic

joint diseases

Supervisor : Assoc. Prof. Mariela Geneva - Popova, MD, PhD .

1. General presentation of the procedure and the PhD student

The presented set of materials is in accordance with the requirements of the Procedure for
Acquisition of ONS "Doctor" in MU - Plovdiv and includes the following documents :

- Application to the Rector of MU-Plovdiv for disclosure of the procedure for defense of
the dissertation

- CV in European format with the signature of the doctoral student

- notarized copy of the diploma for higher education

- an order for conducting an examination from the individual plan and a respective
protocol for passing an exam or a doctoral minimum in the specialty

- protocol from the Department for preliminary discussion of the dissertation and
decisions on disclosure of procedure.

- dissertation work

- abstract

- list of scientific publications on the topic of dissertation

- copies of scientific publications

- list of participations in scientific forums

- list of spotted citations

- declaration of originality and authenticity of the attached documents

- other documents related to the course of the procedure

The PhD student has attached 6 full-text articles , 3 reviews , 4 scientific presentations
in Bulgaria and 2- abroad , a monographic work in Bulgarian language.

The documents meet the requirements for the implementation of a procedure for the
defense of dissertation work .



Dr. Krassimir Kraev was born in Plovdiv in 1989. He graduated Language School
“Plovdiv” in 2008 and MU-Plovdiv - in 2014.

Since 2014 he has been an assistant professor in tt ™ spartment of Propaedeutics of
Internal Diseases at the Medical University of Plovdiv . From 2015-2019 he is rheumatology
resident in University Hospital “Kaspela” and in 2019 he acquired specialty in rheumatology.

He has qualifications capillaroscopy, joint ultrasound, M...! in spondilopathies . He has
participated in numerous Bulgarian and international conferences.

2. Relevance of the topic in the dissertation

The scientific research of the PhD student actual, modern and stressing on the most
frequent joint diseases- Rheumatoid arthritis (RA) , Psoriatic arthritis ( PsA) and ankylosing
spondylitis (AS) . In the last 20 years new hope for the rheumatic patients around the world
gave the so called biologic drugs. Despite this some of the patients do not achieve the desired
result from the treatment.

3. Understanding of the problem

In the presented detailed, correctly organized and well structured literature review the
student shows the available at the moment data from world and Bulgarian literature on the topic
of his research which is a testimonial for excellent knowledge on the problem.

4. Research methodology

The selected method of study is correctly selected , the tasks set are precise and concrete.

5. Characteristics and assesment of the dissertation work and contributions

The dissertation work takes 218 pages with correct structure

36 figures and 41 tables are included. The bibliography has 369 sources cited .

The introduction is precise and clearly presents and reviews the topic of the curr  : dissertation..
Objectives and tasks are precise, concrete and fully correspond to the scientific problem.

The literature review is comprehensive and reflects the current progress on this problem in
national and worldwide aspect.

The presented scientific work is well structured, shows depthin the research of the
problem . Its scientific value is due the analysis of the actual problem with the drug induced
neutralizing antibodies. Especially valuable are the algorithms presented by the PhD student
and his supervisor.

6. _ 7aluation of the publications and personal contribution of the doctoral student

Dr. Kraev attached a total of 14 publications connected with his thesis , 3 reviews ( 1 in
English), 6 articles ( 4 in English ), 4 scientific presentations in Bulgaria and 2 abroad

One monographic work on the topic of the dissertation in co-authorship with the supervisor
"Drug- induced neutralizing antibodies against TNF-a blocker drugs "



Dr.”” v's publications meett rec ° :ments for obtaining the scientific degree "Doctor " .

7 . Summary

The submitted summary fully reflects the main results shown in the dissertation and is
created according to the requirements.

CONCLUSION

The presented dissertation work includes scientific, research and applied results that are
original contributions to science and meet all requirements of the Law for the Development of
the Academic Staff in Republic of Bulgaria (ZRASRB) Regulations for implementing
ZRASRB and the corresponding regulations of MU - Plovdiv. The submitted materials and
dissertation results fully comply with the requirements of Medical University-Plovdiv

The dissertation work demonstrates that the PhD student Dr. Krassimir [liev Kraev has
aprofound theoretical knowledge and  professional skills in the field
of Rheumatology, and demonstrated qualities and skills to independently conduct research.

Given the above, I am convinced of my positive assessment of the research presented by

the above dissertation, summary, resuits achieved and contributions and propose to the

lonorable Jury to award educational and scientific degree “Doctor” in Rheumatology
to Dr Krassimir lliev Kraev.
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