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On your Protocol Nel /28.10.21

Attached I submit: Opinion

for the competition for the occupation of an academic position "' Associate Professor"’,

a field of higher education 7. Healthcare and sport, professional field 7.1 Medicine, scientific
specialty/subject '"Hygiene" (including occupational, communal, school, radiational, etc.)
declared for the needs of Medical University-Plovdiv, Department "Hygiene” to the
teaching of Bulgarian and English

in the State Newspaper, issue. 63 /30.07.2021

Prepared by: by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Vanya Atanasova Boycheva (Birdanova), PhD

Scientific specialty: "Hygiene" (including occupational, communal, school,
radiational, etc.)
Institution: Faculty of Public Health, Medical University — Pleven

Address and contacts:
Postal address: 5800, Pleven, 1 Sv. Kliment Ohridski Str, Department of Hygiene, Medical
Ecology, Occupational Diseases and Disaster Medicine, Medical University - Pleven

Email: vania62@gmail.com
Phones: +359 8998 11012; 064 884 192

The opinion has been prepared based on the candidates the submitted documents. In the
announced competition for the position of associate professor the only candidate is Chief Assist.
Dr. Angel Mario Djambov, working with the same department.

I. Analysis of the career profile of the candidate:
Dr Angel Mario Dzhambov was born on October 4, 1989 in Plovdiv. He graduated in 2015

at the Medical University - Plovdiv with excellent success. From 2016 till now, he has been
working at the department of Hygiene, MU-Plovdiv as successively occupies the following
academic positions: Assistant (2016 - 09.2019) and Chief assistant (from 10.2019 to the
present). He has a diploma in medical specialty ,,General Hygiene", and he has specializing
"Environmental Health" since 2020. In 2017, dr Dzhambov obtained an educational and

scientific degree "Doctor" in the scientific specialty "Hygiene" with his dissertation on



"Road traffic noise pollution — risk factor for some cardiovascular and metabolic diseases
in the adult population”. In 2019, he obtained the second scientific degree DSc (higher
doctérate) in Psychiatry. Dr. Dzhambov has undergone a number of courses in the field of
environmental health, biostatistics and information technology. He speaks English,
Spanish and Russian. Dr. Dzhambov is responsible for research, international cooperation
and project activities in the department. He is a member of the Council for Scientific
Activity and the Council for International Cooperation and Project Activity of MU-
Plovdiv.

I1. General description of the submitted materials for the competition.

The candidate has submitted all necessary documents in compliance with the requirements
of the Law for Development of the Academic Staff of the Republic of Bulgaria and the
Regulations for Development of the Academic Staff of MU-Plovdiv for a participation in
the announced competition.

III. Assessment of candidates' scientific papers for overall academic development
= General characteristics of scientific production and publication activity

Dr. Dzhambov participates in the competition with total number of scientific papers
submitted: 98. There are publications in foreign and Bulgarian editions, which are
referenced and indexed in Scopus and Web of Science - 45 publications (36 publications
with total IF = 114.06, individual IF =35.51, 36% in Q1/Q2; 9 publications without IF),
articles in non- referenced journals with a scientific review and in edited collections - 13
publications, 6 chapters from collective monographs abroad, 1 dissertation, 1 dissertation
for or scientific degree DSc and 1 monograph. Dr. Dzhambov has 9 participations with
scientific reports and posters at forums and congresses abroad and 3 - in Bulgaria.

The author's report shows that the research is focused on several key areas: the environment
and adult health, occupational medicine, children's health and environmental factors, the
promotion of healthy lifestyles and the epidemiology of chronic non-communicable diseases.
Dr. Dzhambov's research articles are devoted to the combined impact of urban and work
environment factors and their potential to shape the health of the individual and the population.
An important part of the candidate's scientific output is research on the sanogenic effect of the
natural environment and the importance of noise as a risk factor for cardio-metabolic, mental
and allergic diseases and fetal development during pregnancy. The presented scientific
publications are innovative and have significant practical value. The research has been
published in prestigious scientific journals such as Environment International (IF 2020 - 9.621),

Environmental Research (IF 2020 — 6,498), Environmental Pollution (IF 2018 — 5,714), Urban



Forestry and Urban Greening (IF2017 -2,782)) and etc. In the publications for the same journals
(82.2%) Dr. Dzhambov is a leading researcher.
= Scientific activity — dissemination and application of the scientific and applied
achievements of the candidate
Dr. Dzhamov is a member of the editorial board and reviewer in 6 prestigious international
peer-reviewed and indexed journals, including Environment International (IF2021 - 9,621),
BMC Public Health (IF2020 - 3,295), Frontiers in Psychology (IF2020 - 2,990) and others. He
has prepared 252 reviews (229 for foreign journals with IF), which ranks him deservedly as
Top 1% of reviewers in Environment and Ecology (Publons, 2018, 2019) and Top 1% of
reviewers in Cross-Field (Publons 2019).
Dr. Dzhamov is a member of BMA, Bulgarian Association of Public Health (BAPH),
European Public Health Association (EUPHA) and International Society for Environmental
Epidemiology.
Dr. Dzhamov is a participant in 3 international research projects - 1 in partnership with the
World Health Organization in the field of occupational medicine and 2 multidisciplinary
projects with European funding as a participant - a specialist in preventive medicine), he
is also a reviewer of a project under the Sinergia Fund Science Foundation, SNF and an
evaluator of 2 project proposals under the Marie Sktodowska-Curie Program - Horizon
2020, hosted by the Université libre de Bruxelles (2018-2019 and 2019-2020).
Dr. Djambov is a member of the committee for selection of doctoral students in the
NeuroSmog project at the Jagiellonian University, city. Krakow, Poland and a participant
in the evaluation committee of MU-Plovdiv for selection under the National Research
Program "Young Scientists and Postdoctoral Fellows".

IV. Evaluation of the monographic work or equivalent publications submitted for
participation in the "ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR"/ "PROFESSOR'" competition by the
applicant (s).

Dr. Angel Dzhambov presented as a habilitation thesis "Psychophysiology of physical

activity in urban green areas: The impact of some landscape factors” (2019) in a volume
of 161 typewritten pages. In the monograph, the author combines creatively a variety of
methodological approaches to explore the relationship between "green" physical activity
and the impact of the environment in which it occurs. The monograph provides new
scientific evidence for improving urban green infrastructure and proposes practical

strategies to support health and healthy lifestyle.



V. Reflection (citation) of the applicant's publications in national and foreign literature
(publication image) .
Serious evidence is presented that form a high publication image of the candidate. Dr.

Dzhambov has 749 citations in peer-reviewed and indexed journals in world renowned
databases of scientific information (Scopus and Web of Science), 48 citations in unrefereed
monographs and collective volumes, and reached an h-index in (Scopus and Web of Science.)
_ 17. For his innovative scientific approach in the field of environmental epidemiology, Dr.
Dzhambov was awarded 3 prestigious prizes: The Rebecca James Baker Prize of the
International Society for Environmental Epidemiology (2016), Best Paper and Presentation
Award for Young Researchers — European Acoustics Association (2018 r.) and the Pythagoras
Grand Prix for Young Scientists - Ministry of Education and Science of Bulgaria (2019).

VI. Comprehensive, qualitative assessment of teaching and teaching activities, incl
scientific guidance of students, doctoral students, postgraduate students.
According to the report presented by Dr. Dzhambov, the candidate began his teaching activities at

MU-Plovdiv in November 2016. For the period 2016-2021 Dr. Dzhambov conducted practical
exercises in hygiene of medical students, dental medicine, pharmacy, trainee doctors, etc. He has
taken part in various lecture courses in hygiene disciplines, including postgraduate training,
according to the Regulations of MU-Plovdiv.
The total teaching workload of Dr. Dzhambov in the last 3 years is as follows:
= Completed academic hours for the past 2 academic years (2018/2019 and 201 9/2020)
- a total of 1553,9 academic hours;
= Completed academic hours for the academic year 2020/2021 —512,6 academic hours
at the annual standard of MU-Plovdiv - 360 academic hours.
Dr. Dzhambov has participated in the development of 2 textbooks and 1 studentbook. He has passed
qualification courses related to improving pedagogical and communication skills. In view of the
above-stated, 1 consider that Dr. Dzhambov is a qualified lecturer in the specialty "Hygiene" with
extensive professional experience and high general medical, specialized and foreign language
qualifications.
VIL. Critical notes and recommendations.
[ have no critical remarks or recommendations.

VIIL. General evaluation and the compliance of candidates to the mandatory conditions
and mandatory quantitative criteria and metrics indicators ace. the REGULATION for
academic positions in MU-Plovdiv "Regulation for occupation of an academic position"
Associate Professor'1/'"Professor" in MU-Plovdiv" and "Evaluation Criteria' (part of the
Rules of Organization and Operation of the Medical University - Plovdiv).

Dr. Djambov's record shows that the candidate has met the minimum national requirements under

Art. 2b, para. 2 and 3, respectively to the requirements under Art. 2b, para. 5 of ZRASRB and



significantly exceeds the specific requirements for MU - Plovdiv in areas and units with / without
clinical activity, defined in the Regulations for Academic Development at the Medical University -
Plovdiv for taking up the academic position of "Associate Professor", that can be seen from the
table below (Tabl.1)

Table 1. Compliance of the candidate with the mandatory requirements for occupation of the
Associate Professor position in MU-Plovdiv

| OC?OUP . . CONT ENTS : | , ‘;S(S)%% 2’(1‘)1}3{ _ Dr‘.‘ Aﬁgel Dzhambpv
indicators . . - - ' -
A Indicator 1 50 50
b Indicator 2 - 100
B Indicators 3 or 4 100 100
C Sum of indicators from 5 to 9 220 1275,6
D Sum of indicators from 10 to 12 200 11715
E Sum of indicators from 13 to 22 80 181,82
G Sum of indicators: teaching 350 664
activity
Total 1000 14086,42
CONCLUSION

Based on the materials presented for a participation in the competition, I can say that Chief
Assistant Professor Dr. Angel Dzhambov, PhD possesses internationally recognized scientific
achievements, teaching experience and professional competence, which significantly exceed
the requirements for taking the academic position of "ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR", according
to LDASRB and the Regulations for the development of the academic staff at MU-Plovdiv.

Therefore, I confidently give my positive assessment and offer to the members of the esteemed
Scientific Jury to award the academic position "ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR" to Dr. Angel
Mario Dzhambov, PhD in the scientific specialty "Hygiene" (including occupational,
communal, children and adolescents’, radiation, etc.) at the Hygiene Department, Faculty of

Public Health at the Medical University - Plovdiv.

With respect: %A

14.12.2021 Assoc. Prof. Dr. Vanya Boycheva (Birdanova), Ph.D.



