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To the Head of the scientific jury By N 578 0 17 10 -
assigned in accordance with ' - e
Order Ne P-1854/19.10.2021
of the Rector of Medical University of Plovdiv

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Stanislava Harizanova, MD, PhD

REVIEW

by prof. Dr.Ani Kevork Kevorkyan, MD,PhD
Head of Department of Epidemiology and Disaster Medicine, Faculty of
Public Health, Medical University of Plovdiv

Member of a scientific jury of a competition for the occupation of an academic
position “Associate professor” in the Specialty of “Hygiene”
announced for the needs of Medical University of Plovdiv, Department of
Hygiene (State Gazette Ne63/30.07.2021)

The only candidate in the announced competition is:
Dr. Angel Mario Dzhambov, MD, PhD, DMSc
Senior Assistant professor at the Department of Hygiene,
Faculty of Public Health, Medical University of Plovdiv

I. Analysis of the candidate's career profile.

Dr. Angel Dzhambov is a young colleague with extremely intensive and impressive
professional development. He graduated with a master's degree in medicine from the Medical
University of Plovdiv with excellent results in 2015. The beginning of his academic career
was set in the Department of Hygiene at the Faculty of Medicine of Medical university of
Plovdiv in the following year with the position of "Assistant Professor". In 2019 he became
"Chief Assistant Professor". He is responsible for scientific activity and international
cooperation and project activity in the Department. He has been a member of the Council for
Research and the Council for International Cooperation and Project Activities of MU-Plovdiv
since 2020.

Within six years, in the course of postgraduate studies he acquired a specialty in
General Hygiene (2020); professional qualification in Evolutionary Psychology and
Psychiatry (2020) and currently specializes in Communal Hygiene.

The candidate is fluent in English, speaks Russian and Spanish. He has very good
digital knowledge: working with Microsoft Office; performing systematic reviews/meta-
analyzes with MetaXL, Comprehensive Meta-Analysis, RevMan; biostatistics (working with R
Studio and SPSS) and geographic information systems (GIS Sofiware (ArcGIS, QGIS), which
is a prerequisite for successful research, international exchange of ideas and collaboration
with foreign teams contributing to professional growth.

Systematic efforts have been made to improve the qualification:



- 2015 - 2018 — he attended courses, mainly organized by MU-Plovdiv and aimed at e-
learning, pedagogical and communication aspects in health care, computer skills;

- 2017 — he acquired Scientific and educational degree "Doctor of Phylosophy" in the
scientific specialty "Hygiene" with the topic of the dissertation "Noise pollution from car
traffic - a risk factor for some cardiovascular and metabolic diseases among the adult
population";

- 2019 — he acquired the Scientific degree " Doctor of Medical Sciences " in the scientific
specialty "Psychiatry”" with the topic of the dissertation "Modeling of psychosocial
mechanisms linking environmental factors acoustic stress and green areas with the level of
anxiety / depression in healthy people and patients with anxiety-depressive disorders™;

Dr. Dzhambov is a member of 4 professional and scientific organizations: Bulgarian
Medical Union, Bulgarian Public Health Association, International Society for Environmental
Epidemiology and European Public Health Association.

A major professional achievement is his involvement as a WHO expert in the
assessment of the health risk from exposure to noise and welding fumes in the work
environment in the period 2019-2021.

The presented career profile of the candidate shows exceptional purposefulness,
opportunities and dedication to the work.

IL. General description of the materials submitted in the competition.

The submitted documents and materials of the competition meet the requirements of
the Academic Staff Development Law in the Republic of Bulgaria, the Regulations for its
implementation, and the Regulations for the academic development of MU-Plovdiv. The
meticulous arrangement of the documents is impressive, which facilitates their analysis and
evaluation. The presented evidences correctly supports the lists of scientific papers,
participations, contributions and citations. The candidate has declared that the evidence
presented (publications, citations, etc.) under the present competition does not include the
evidence presented in previous competitions.

III. Evaluation of the candidate's scientific works for the overall academic
development.

Dr. Dzhambov is a specialist in General Hygiene, but his additional professional
qualification in the field of Psychology and Psychiatry, as well as the specialization in the
field of Public Hygiene predetermine the diversity of topics: the combined impact of urban
and work environmental factors and their potential to change individual and collective health
among different population groups (children, adults, workers and people with chronic
diseases). Much of the research is devoted to the influence of the natural environment as a
protective factor and noise as a risk factor for cardio-metabolic, mental and allergic diseases
and fetal development during pregnancy.

The scientific works of the candidate during the whole academic development are 98
(without participation in scientific forums) in total, 67 of them are in foreign journals; 59 with
IF; total IF = 167,732.

In the current competition for academic position '"Associate Professor" Dr.
Dzhambov participated with 70 scientific papers with a total of 1537.42 points,
distributed as follows:

1 dissertation for Scientific and Educational Degree "Doctor of Phylosophy" - 50
points

1 dissertation for Scientific Degree "Doctor of Medical Sciences" - 100 points

36 articles in journals in Scopus/Web of Science with IF (total IF = 114.06, individual
IF = 35.51, 36% in Q1/Q2) - 879.43 points

9 articles in journals in Scopus / Web of Science without IF - 196 points

13 publications in unreferred journals -149.5 points



1 monograph - 100 points

6 chapters from collective monographs abroad - 50.67 points

3 textbooks - 11.82 points

Dr. Dzhambov participates in the competition with his own research, systematic
reviews and meta-analyzes. The quantitative criteria for awarding the academic position of
"Associate Professor’, according to the Regulations for Academic Development at the
Medical University of Plovdiv, have been exceeded many times. Apart from quantity, Dr.
Dzhambov's works are also distinguished by quality. I agree with the presented report on the
contributions of scientific works, they are transdisciplinary, reflecting the teamwork with
specialists from different fields of medicine. Contributions can be grouped into the following
main areas:

1. Environment and adult health

2. Occupational medicine

3. Children's health and environmental factors

4. Promotion of a healthy lifestyle

5. Epidemiology of socially significant diseases

IV. Reflection of the candidate's publications in the national and foreign
literature (publication image).

In support of the above the citations reference is presented (without auto-citations),
whose number and equivalent in points repeatedly exceeds the required 200 points according
to the regulations of MU-Plovdiv of which 10 citations in journals are supposed to be in
Scopus and / or Web of Science.

For his entire academic development, Dr. Dzhambov presents a reference (supported
by evidence from databases) for 1557 citations, of which 1549 by foreign authors. In the
current competition for academic position "Associate Professor" he participates with 797
citations, of which 749 in Scopus / Web of Science (11 235 points) and 48 in unreferred
monographs and collective volumes (480 points) or 11 715 points in total.

It is necessary to mention several articles that have received exceptional response and
have been cited many times abroad (in journals in Scopus and / or Web of Science). For
example, an article in Environmental Research, 2017; 158: 301-317 was cited 211 times
(3165 points in total); article in Urban Forestry and Urban Greening, 2014; 13: 621-9 cited
56 times (840 points); article in Urban Forestry and Urban Greening, 2015; 4 (14): 1000-8
cited 45 times (675 points); article in Environmental Research 2018; 160: 47-59 cited 44
times (660 points); article in Noise and Health. 2014; 16 (70): 157-65 is cited 36 times (540
points) and others.

Perhaps the most satisfying for a scientist and a reflection of his scientometrics are the
independent citations. A dimension to this is the value of the Hirsch index (h-index). The
required by the regulations of MU-Plovdiv A-index is supposed to be > 3 (Scopus or WoS) for
the acquisition of academic position "Associate Professor". The candidate submits a reference
for h-index = 17 (Scopus / WoS).

V. Comprehensive and qualitative assessment of teaching activities.

Dr. Dzhambov conducts basicly practicals and part of the lecture course on Hygiene of
students in medicine, dental medicine, pharmacy, medical laboratory assistants, midwives,
medical cosmetics and trainee doctors. The report from the Educational Department certifies
annual employment (only practicals and lectures) in the period 2018-2021 from 368 to 676
hours, depending on the curriculum. He is a regular member of semester examination
commissions.

Dr. Dzhambov participates as a lecturer in the courses for postgraduate qualification of
masters in medicine for acquiring a specialty in the healthcare system.



The candidate has twice been a guest lecturer in the Master's Program in
Epidemiology at the Ludwig-Maximilian University, Munich and The Institute of
Epidemiology at the Helmholtz Center Munich, Germany and a lecturer in two expert
workshops.

A reflection of his exceptional activity as a scientist and lecturer is the fulfillment of
the criteria for the highest attestation grade "Very good", received during the attestation of the
academic staff at MU-Plovdiv in 2021.

VI. Additional scientific activity and prestige:

Dr. Dzhambov's achievements in science are highly valued and he has received six
prestigious awards, five of which are international:

e Pythagoras Prize for Young Scientist for 2019 for research on the effects of
physical and social factors on human health, awarded by the Ministry of
Education and Science of Bulgaria;

e The Rebecca James Baker Prize, awarded by the International Society for
Environmental Epidemiology in 2017;

e The Publons Reviewer Award (awarded three times);

o Best Paper and Presentation Award for Young Researchers - European Acoustics
Association (2018)

Another recognition comes from the authoritative ranking of Stanford University in
2021. It is in the TOP 1% of scientists with the greatest influence on world science in 2020,
based on an analysis of publishing activity and citations in reputable international journals
published in the database Scopus.

As an expert, Dr. Dzhambov participated as a member of the jury for the Pythagorean
Prize of the Ministry of Education and Science for 2020; He is a member of the NeuroSmog
doctoral selection committee at the Jagiellonian University, Krakow, Poland (2020); member
of the Scientific Organizing Committee of the ISEE Young 2021 conference in Basel,
Switzerland and others.

He has been involved in the editorial board of 7 international scientific journals, 5 of
which have an impact factor. Impressive in volume is the review work performed by him
(prepared 252 reviews for magazines, of which 229 with IF), as well as reviews/evaluations of
projects.

International project activity is also well represented. Dr. Dzhambov is a participant in
three ongoing research projects, one of which is under the WHO and two under the European
Union (Horizon 2020). This provides an opportunity to build new fruitful creative contacts
and valuable research.

VII. Conclusion:

All these facts convincingly prove that Dr. Angel Dzhambov is an established
specialist, lecturer and scientist. The presented evidence many times exceeds the specific
scientometric criteria for acquiring the academic position of "Assocciate Professor",
according to the regulations of the Medical University of Plovdiv.

Based on this, I would like to recommend to the members of the Scientific Jury
assigned in accordance with Order Ne P-1854 / 19.10.2021 of the Rector of MU - Plovdiv, Dr.
Angel Mario Dzhambov, MD to be elected for "Associate Professor" in the Specialty of
“Hygiene” announced for the needs of Department of Hygiene, Faculty of Public Health,
Medical University of Plovdiv. /
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