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TO:
The chairman of a scientific jury, determined by Order NeR-1564 / 28.06.2022

of the Rector of the Medical University - Plovdiv

STATEMENT

from Assoc. Prof. Nikolay Conev, MD, PhD
Department of Oncology, MU — Varna
Head of Clinic of Medical Oncology, UMHAT “St. Marina”- Varna

Regarding competition for the academic position "Associate Professor" in the scientific specialty
"Oncology", field of higher education 7. Health care and sports, professional direction 7.1.
Medicine at the Department of "Clinical Oncology", Medical Faculty at the MU - Plovdiv for the
teaching of Bulgarian and English, announced in State Gazette (Dyrzhaven Vestnik), Ne32/
26.04.2022 with a single candidate in the competition, chief assistant Veselin Georgiev Popov,

MD, PhD.

Dear Madam Chairman,

Pursuant to art. 4 (2) and art. 25 of the Law of Development of Academic Stuff in the Republic of
Bulgaria (LDASRB) and art. 2, art. 57 (2) of the Regulations for the implementation of the
LDASRB, approved proposal by the Faculty council of the Faculty of Medicine at the Medical
University of Plovdiv (protocol Ne6 /15.06.2022) to hold a competition and order of the Rector of
MU-Plovdiv Ne R-1564/ 28.06.2022 1 was appointed as a member of the scientific jury. At the
remote first meeting of the scientific jury, | was chosen to present an opinion on the ongoing

competition.

General description of the submitted materials for the competition
The documents for the competition presented by the candidate, chief assistant Dr. Veselin G.
Popov are in accordance with the requirements of the LDASRB and the Regulations for the

implementation of the LDASRB in MU-Plovdiv, regarding the procedure for awarding the



academic position of "associate professor". All required materials are available, informative, very

well structured.

I. Biographical data

- Chief Assistant Dr. Veselin Georgiev Popov graduated from MU-Plovdiv as a Master of
Medicine (diploma NeQ12010/2016) with excellent results;

- He started work at the UMHAT "St. Georgi" - 2016;

- In 2017, after a competition, he became a full-time doctoral student in oncology at the
Department of Clinical Oncology at the MF, MU-Plovdiv;

- He was selected as an assistant to the same department in September 2018.

- Obtained a doctorate in the scientific specialty "oncology" after a successfully defended
dissertation, diploma Ne3539/21.01.2021;

- Obtained a clinical specialty in 2020 (certificate Noe003175);

- Participated in a successfully completed competition for the academic position of "chief
assistant" in the Department of Clinical Oncology at the MF, MU-Plovdiv in 2021;

- In 03.2022 he graduated as a Master of Health Management (diploma Ne336141).

Dr. Veselin Georgiev Popov, PhD has conducted short-term courses and specializations

focused on radiosurgery:

Regional Training Course on Theranostics and Molecucar Radiotherapy in Brussels,
Belgium (02-06.10.2017);

3rd South East European Prostate Cancer Forum, Bucharest, 9-10.03.2018;

One-month internship in radiosurgery in Germany under the European project

"DOCTORANT-2" (May 2018)
Certificate for training in radiosurgery in Istanbul, Turkey 11-16.11.2019

Participation in specialized international and national forums with international participation:

ESMO, ELCC, ESTRO, MEJJMKPOH, MOPE, BOH/I, BAMO;

Competition session "Science and Youth" in MU-Plovdiv 2018 (award for the best poster);

Symposium on World Cancer Research 2022, Singapore 6-8.05.2022.



IL. Scientific activity

Chief assistant, Dr. V. Popov, PhD, presents his scientific works for the competition,
structured in two lists, according to the requirements of the Regulations of MU-Plovdiv:

- List of articles in scientific publications, referenced and indexed in Scopus and Web of
Science (10), of which at least three in IF journals;
- List of publications in national journals (NACID) (5).

Structurally, the publication activity is presented as follows: five articles are in English (of
which three are in foreign journals). The publications are from interdisciplinary collectives in the
field of oncology, incl. oncohematology. Dr. V. Popov, PhD is the lead author (up to second incl.)
in seven of them. Scientific indicators are characterized by a total I[F=2.775.

The attached reference for citations of Dr. Veselin Popov, PhD (source library of MU-
Plovdiv), related to the studied scientific areas proves 16 citations in S/WOS, of which 12 are in
journals with IF (0.707—11.799); three citations in peer-reviewed monographs and two citations in

national journals (NACID).

III.  Dissertation
Dr. V. Popov, MD has a successfully defended dissertation in the field of radiosurgery
(“Study of tumor activity markers in patients with brain metastases undergoing robotic stereotactic

radiosurgery”), which defines the scientific areas in which the candidate's interests are focused.

IV.  Contributions to more significant scientific works
Scientific contributions are directed in several main scientific directions:
1. Treatment of brain metastases with robotic stereotactic radiosurgery (RSRS) with
CyberKnife in patients with solid tumors: for the first time in the country, a Protocol for
conducting RSRS in brain metastases using the Cyberknife device was developed. Various modern
indicators of neoangiogenesis (VEGF-A, Angiopoietin-2), hypoxia (HIF-1a), hemostasis were

studied for the first time (as markers of tumor activity during RSRS).



2. Application of RSRS in clinical oncology practice - an object of clinical and scientific interests
are the modern therapeutic possibilities of RSRS in cranial and extracranial tumor formations

(examined in the monograph of the same name).

3. Thrombophilic diathesis in patients with solid tumors - VTE score, clinical prognostic
correlations were reviewed - publications in Scopus / WOS (1,9); Publications in national journals
(NACID) (3). A monograph chapter presents data on hemostasis in malignant diseases "Tumor

metastasis (Ed. By Ke Hu). Hemostatic system malignancy disease (2016).

4. Interesting diagnostic and therapeutic issues in oncology, incl. oncohematology: Dynamics
in serum levels of vit. D in oncohematological diseases - publications in Scopus / WOS (6,7); The
risk of developing secondary neoplasias - publications in Scopus / WOS list (4) and the list of
publications in the national journals (NACID) (4); Infectious Etiopathogenesis in Malignant
Diseases - S/WOS (2); Possibilities of radiosynovectomy in patients with hemophilic arthropathy
- S/ WOS (3); Infectious Etiopathogenesis of Malignant Diseases - S/WOS (2); Malignancies in
Young Adults - S/WOS (5); list of publications in national journals (NACID) (1); Rare clinical
cases - publications in the S / WOS (8); list of publications in national journals (NACID) (2, 3).
The results of the candidate's scientific research in the competition have their specific

applications in clinical practice.

V. Monograph
Ch. Assistant Dr. Veselin G. Popov, PhD, presents a monographic work in the competition
on the topic "Fundamentals of stereotactic radiosurgery (RS) in cranial and extracranial tumor
formations" (ISBN 978-619-237-091-6). The monograph summarizes RS, incl. history.

radiobiology and physical aspects of RS, application of the new methods in cranial and extracranial

tumor formations.

VI.  Teaching activity
Dr. V. Popov, MD, has auditory and non-auditory employment significantly exceeding the
required minimum according to the norms of the Medical University of Plovdiv, including
teaching the modules "radiology" for the third year and "clinical oncology" for the fifth year of

Bulgarian and foreign students in a master's "Medicine" program of the MF, MU-Plovdiv. Ch.



assistant Dr. V. Popov, PhD, is involved in the teaching of foreign students under the Erasmus
program, as well as in the theoretical training of trainee doctors. Member of the commission for

preparation of reaccreditation in the doctoral program "oncology".

VII. Conclusion
The provided scientific materials, participation in scientific forums, references for teaching
activities of Chief Assistant Veselin Georgiev Popov, PhD., fully meets the requirements for the
acquisition of the academic position "Associate Professor", defined in the Regulations for the
Development of the Academic Staff at MU-Plovdiv. In view of the above, I am convinced that I
give my positive assessment, proposing to the honorable scientific jury to vote positively for
his election to the academic position of "Associate Professor'" in the scientific specialty

"oncology"'.

18.07.2022 The statement is provided by:

Associate Professor Nikolay Vladimirov Conev, PhD
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