TO:
The chairman of a scientific jury, determined by Order Ne R-1564/28.06.2022

of the Rector of the Medical University - Plovdiv
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STATEMENT
according to a competition for the appointment of AP "associate professor" in the scientific
specialty "Oncology", field of higher education 7. Health care and sports, professional
direction 7.1. Medicine, at the Department of "Clinical Oncology", MF, MU - Plovdiv for the
teaching of Bulgarian and English, announced in State Gazette (Dyrjaven Vestnik) Ne32/
26.04.2022 with only one candidate in the contest Chief assistant Veselin Georgiev
Popov,MD

From Prof. Galina Petrova Kurteva MD, PhD
Clinic of Medical Oncology — MHAT “Serdika”, Sofia
Scientific specialty: Oncology

DEAR MADAM CHAIRMAN,
Pursuant to the order of the Rector of MU-Plovdiv Ne R-1564/ 28.06.2022, 1 have been
designated as a member of the scientific jury. At the first remote meeting of the scientific

jury, I was chosen to prepare an opinion for the competition.

Candidate's career profile

Veselin G. Popov, MD, PhD graduated from MU-Plovdiv in 2016 with excellent results. He
started work as a doctor at the UMHAT "St. George", Plovdiv in 2016. Since 2017 is a full-
time doctoral student in oncology at the Department of Clinical Oncology of the Medical
University of Plovdiv, and since 2018 was elected assistant to the same department.
Participates in the teaching of clinical oncology and radiology, as well as in the Erasmus
program. Obtained an educational and scientific degree (PhD) in the scientific specialty
"oncology" after a defended dissertation in 2021. In the same year, after a competition, he

took the AP "chief assistant”.
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Ch. assistant Dr. V. Popov has held various specializations: Regional Training Course on
Theranostics and Molecular Radiotherapy in Brussels, 2017; one-month internship in
radiosurgery in Germany under European Project "DOCTORANT-2", 2018; Radiosurgery
training in Istanbul, 2019. Participates regularly in specialized forums of ESMO, ELCC,
ESTRO, Symposium on World Cancer Research 2022, Singapore (with report).

Dr. Veselin Georgiev Popov is a member of scientific and professional organizations -
ESTRO, ESMO, BOND, Young Oncologist Club, Board of Directors of the "Young
Radiotherapist" Association. He was nominated by the Bulgarian Medical Association for
doctor of the year in the category "You are our future" (2018). Since 2019, he is currently a
member of the Faculty Council at the MF, MU-Plovdiv.

He is fluent in written and spoken English.

Description of the submitted materials for the competition

The presented by the candidate ch. assistant Veselin G. Popov documents for the competition
are in accordance with the requirements of the Law of Development of Academic Stuff in the
Republic of Bulgaria (LDASRB) and the Rules for the implementation of the LDASRB in the
MU-Plovdiv, related to the procedure for the appointment of AP "associate professor". All
presented materials are excellently visualized and structured, which allows responsible

analysis and conclusions.

Characteristics of the presented scientific works of the candidate

The academic development of the only candidate for the position of “associate professor" ch.
assistant Veselin G. Popov, MD includes several aspects:

Publication activity

Chief assistant, V. Popov, MD, PhD, presents his scientific works for the competition,
structured in two lists, according to the requirements of the Regulations of the Medical
University of Plovdiv: a list of articles in scientific publications, referenced and indexed in
Scopus and Web of Science and a list of publications in national journals (NACID). The
publications are from interdisciplinary collectives in the field of oncology, incl.
oncohematology. Dr. V. Popov is the lead author (up to the second incl.) in seven of them.

Dr. V. Popov has a successfully defended dissertation on the topic: "Study of tumor activity
markers in patients with brain metastases undergoing robotic stereotactic radiosurgery", 2021.

This determines the field of the candidate's scientific interests, which are:



> Treatment of brain metastases through RSRS with CyberKnife in patients with solid
tumors: for the first time in the country, a Protocol has been developed for carrying
out the specific methodology and indications. A prospective follow-up of patients with
brain metastases as a manifestation of oligometastatic disease was performed. Modern
indicators of neoangiogenesis, hypoxia and hemostasis were studied for the first time
(as markers of tumor activity after RSRS).

» Application of RSRS in oncology practice: of certain scientific interest are the modern
therapeutic possibilities of RSRS in cranial/extracranial tumor formations (examined
in the monograph of the same name. The scientific periodical discusses the
possibilities of RSRS for the treatment of lymphomas with rare localizations (J of
Clinical Case Reports, 2019); the potential of RSRS in reirradiation of brain
metastases (J of Clinical Images and Medical Case Reports, 2021).

\%

Solid tumors and thrombophilic diathesis - the subject of part of the publications
presented by Dr. Veselin G. Popov is VTE score with clinical prognostic correlations;
complex analysis of changes in coagulation and fibrinolysis indicators in patients with
malignant diseases (participation in a scientific project, 2019). The chapter of the
monograph presents data on hemostasis in malignant diseases "Tumor metastasis (Ed.
By Ke Hu)".
> Interdisciplinary scientific aspects and case studies in oncology: Risk of developing
secondary neoplasias; Dynamics in serum levels of vit. D in oncohematological
diseases; Infectious etiopathogenesis in malignant diseases; Malignancies in young
adults.
Participation in scientific projects
Dr. Veselin G. Popov, PhD, participated in six intra-university projects, as well as in the
"Personalized Innovative Medicine (PERIMED)" project, financed under the OP "Science and
Education for Intelligent Growth". They are related to the specified areas of scientific activity
of the candidate. According to the European project "DOCTORANT-2", a month training in

radiosurgery was conducted in Germany (05.2018).

Evaluation of the monographic work submitted for participation in the competition

Ch. assistant Dr. Veselin G. Popov, PhD, presented a monograph in the competition on the
topic "Fundamentals of stereotactic radiosurgery in cranial and extracranial tumor formations"
(ISBN 978-619-237-091-6). It presents the major innovations in the field of radiation

oncology over the past decade: use of intensity-modulated radiation therapy, introduction of



new planning systems, tumor tracking, etc. This allows irradiation with selected precision
using large doses in a small volume, so-called radiosurgery. The preparation of this scientific
work is the result of systematization of current data and evaluation of theoretical concepts in

the light of the accumulated practical experience of Dr. V. Popov.

Citation of the candidate's publications

Dr. Veselin Georgiev Popov, dm presents an official reference for citations (Library of MU-
Plovdiv) - the same proves 16 citations in journals from S/WOS, of which 12 are in journals
with IF (0.707-11.799); three citations in peer-reviewed monographs and two publications in
peer-reviewed national journals. The required evidentiary material is also presented, including

the IF of the journals in which there is citation.

Assessment of learning and teaching activities

Dr. Veselin Popov has submitted an official report from MU-Plovdiv about his personal
academic workload in the last three academic years. It is clear from it that Ch. assistant Dr. V.
Popov has academic employment significantly exceeding the required minimum according to
the norms of the MU-Plovdiv. He participated in teaching "radiology" for the third year and
"clinical oncology” for the fifth year of Bulgarian and foreign medical students MF, MU-
Plovdiv. For the last two years, according to the self-assessment table, there are 1107 study
hours (553.5 points). Dr. V. Popov, MD participated in the preparation of lectures, exercises
and tests for distance learning and exams during the COVID-19 pandemic. He also assisted in
updating the curricula for the two disciplines mentioned.

Ch. assistant Dr. V. Popov, PhD, is involved in the teaching of foreign students under the
Erasmus program, as well as in the theoretical training of trainee doctors. Member of the
commission for preparation of reaccreditation in the doctoral program "oncology". Dr. Popov,

PhD, is a co-author in a team of a textbook on oncology and specialized teaching aids.

Personal impressions of the candidate

I know Dr. V. Popov, MD from his period as a full-time doctoral student as an active
participant in a project “Academy of Oncology”. I have excellent impressions of a young,
intelligent, responsible and innovative colleague. He possesses valuable professional qualities,
dedication to oncology and teamwork skills. I recommend him to continue to build on what he
has achieved.

Overall assessment



All stages of the Tender Disclosure and Announcement Procedure have been followed. They
are in accordance with the requirements of the LDASRB and the Regulations for its
application in the MU-Plovdiv. The only candidate in the competition ch. assistant Dr.
Veselin Georgiev Popov meets the minimum national requirements under Art. 2b, para. 2 and
3, respectively, to the requirements under Art. 2b, para. 5 of LDASRB and the specific ones
for MU-Plovdiv. The scientific works presented in the competition are of a marked scientific
and scientific-applied nature. Scientific developments are very well planned and qualitatively
executed. Scientific indicators, the professional qualities of a clinician and a very well-

prepared teacher are part of the complex characteristics of Dr. Veselin G. Popov.

Conclusion

In view of the above, I believe that the only candidate in the competition for the appointment
of AP "associate professor" at MU-Plovdiv, namely Ch. Assistant Dr. Veselin Georgiev
Popov, meets the mandatory and specific criteria. I confidently give my positive
assessment and propose to the honorable scientific jury to vote positively for the
occupation of AP "Associate Professor" in the scientific specialty "Oncology", field of

higher education 7. Health care and sports, professional direction 7.1. Medicine, for Ch.

Assistant Veselin Georgiev Popov, MD, PhD. - -
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The statement is provided by
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Prof. Galina Petrova Kurteva MD, PhD
20.07.2022



