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from Prof. Sonya Borisova Sergieva MD, PhD

Head, Department of Nuclear Medicine, Sofia Cancer Center

Regardin: Competition for academic position "Associate Professor" in medical specialty
"Oncology", higher education aera 7. Health and sport, professional direction 7.1. Medicine at the
Department of Clinical Oncology, Medical Faculty at the Medical University of Plovdiv for the
teaching in Bulgarian and English, announced in SN 32/ 26.04.2022

Single candidate: Senior Assistant Veselin Georgiev Popov MD, PhD

DEAR MADAM PRESIDENT,

Pursuant to Art. 4(2) and Art. 25 of ZRASRB and Art. 2, Art. 57(2) of the Regulations
for the implementation of ZRASRB and order of the Rector of MU-Plovdiv No. R-1564/
28.06.2022 I have been appointed for a member of the scientific jury. At the first meeting of the
jury, there was a decision to present a statement on the held competition

Career development of the candidate

Dr. Veselin Georgiev Popov was born on April 15, 1991. He graduated from the Faculty
of Medicine of the Medical University of Plovdiv in 2016. with excellent success. After a
competition, he was appointed as a full-time doctoral student in the "Clinical Oncology"
department - 2017. He is working on a scientific topic: "Study of markers of tumor activity in
patients with brain metastases undergoing robotic stereotactic radiosurgery". Dr. Popov was
elected assistant to the same department in September 2018. Participates in the teaching of medical
students (BEO and AEO) in the disciplines of clinical oncology and radiology, as well as in the
Erasmus program. He obtained a doctorate (PhD) in the medical specialty "Oncology" after a
successfully defended dissertation (diploma #3539/ 21.01.2021), and after a competition he held
the position of "senior assistant" at the Department of Clinical Oncology. As of March 2022, he
graduated as a Master of Health Management (diploma #336141).

Senior Assistant Ph.D. Veselin Georgiev Popov, PhD, has completed specializations
focused on radiosurgery: Regional Training Course on Molecular Radiotherapy in Brussels,
Belgium (02-06.10.2017); One-month internship in radiosurgery in Germany under the European
project "PhD Student-2" (05.2018); Radiosurgery training in Istanbul, Turkey 11-16.11.2019.



Regarding to the continuing medical education senior assistant Dr. Veselin Georgiev
Popov, MD participates annually in specialized professional forums - ESMO, ELCC, ESTRO,
MEDIKRON, MORE, etc. Dr. V. Popov, has been invited to present a scientific report at the
Symposium on World Cancer Research 2022, Singapore (hybrid format 6-8.05.2022). Under the
"Erasmus+" international student exchange program, he was included in workshops - Italy (2015)
and Slovakia (2016). Dr. V. Popov has been approved for participation in the first and second
stages of the national program "Young scientists and postdoctoral fellows" at the MES (2019,
2020).

The candidate is a member of foreign and our scientific and professional organizations -
ESTRO, ESMO, BOND, Young Oncologist Club, the Guild of Radiation Therapists in Bulgaria
and the Board of Directors of the "Young Radiation Therapist" Association, a member of the MND
"Asclepius".

Dr. V. Popov, MD, received an award from the BLS for doctor of the year in the category
"You are our future" (2018). In the period 2014-2020 was a member of the Local Committee on
Ethics at UMBAL "St. Georgi" — Plovdiv. Since 2019, he has been a member of the Faculty
Council at the Ministry of Education, MU-Plovdiv.

From 2022, Dr. Veselin G. Popov, PhD, was invited to the Editorial Review Board of
the journal Technology in Cancer Research & Treatment (IF 3,399).

Presented documents and scientific materials for participation in the competition

The documents, presented by the candidate Dr. Veselin G. Popov, for the competition
are in accordance with the requirements of the ZRASRB and the Regulations for the
implementation of the ZRASRB in MU-Plovdiv, regarding the procedure for awarding JSC
" Associate Professor". All the necessary materials are available, informative, very well structured,
which allows detailed analysis and conclusions about the candidate's complex activity.

Research papers and scientific asset representing the overall academic development of the
candidate

The academic development and scientific asset of the only candidate for the position of
"associate professor" Dr. Veselin G. Popov, Ph.D. include a complex assessment of scientific
production and publication activity, application of the candidate's scientific and practical
achievements, participation in project management, educational and teaching activities, incl.
personal contributions related to them.

A. Scientific production and publication activity

Dr.V. Popov, PhD, presents his scientific works for the competition, structured in two lists,
according to the requirements of the Regulations of the Medical University of Plovdiv, namely:
List of articles in scientific publications, referenced and indexed in MBD Scopus and Web of
Science , of which at least three in journals with IF and List of publications in non-refereed journals
with scientific review, incl. NRS of NACID. The publications are from interdisciplinary teams in
the field of oncology, incl. oncohematology. Dr. V. Popov is the first author (up to second incl.)
in seven of them. Scientific metric index is characterized by a total [F=2.775. Dr. V. has
successfully defended thesis in the field of radiosurgery, which determines the scientific areas in
which the interests of the candidate are focused. In scientific developments, modern diagnostic



and therapeutic methods are used: CT and MRI with contrasting, robotic stereotactic radiosurgery
(PCPX), informative clinical-laboratory indicators. Statistical methods are included in the
statistics panel of the latest versions of SPSS for Windows, the specialized medical analysis
program MedCalc version 19.0.7 and Minitab version 19.

Scientific contributions are directed in several main scientific fields:

1. Treatment of brain metastases with robotic stereotactic radiosurgery (RSPC) with Cyber
Noge in patients with solid tumours: for the first time in the country, a protocol for performing
PCPX in brain metastases of the Cyber Noge technical equipment was developed in the country.
Prospective follow-up of patients with brain metastases as a manifestation of oligometastatic
disease has been carried out. Various modern indicators of neoangiogenesis (VEGF-A,
Angiopoietin-2), hypoxia (HIF-1a), hemostasis were studied for the first time (as markers of tumor
activity during PCPX).
An algorithm has been derived and potential biomarkers with pre-ovarian patential (VEGF-A,
HIF-1a, PT%) have been identified in PCPX treatment of cerebral metastatic disease.

2. PCPX application in clinical oncology practice
The subject of clinical and scientific interest are the modern therapeutic capabilities of PCPX in
cranial and extracranial tumor formations (discussed in the monograph of the same name). The
applications of PCPX for the treatment of lymphomas of rare sites are the theme of a publication
in the Journal of Clinical Case Reports (2019); The therapeutic potential of PCPX for reirradiation
of brain metastases is discussed in an article in the Journal of Clinical Images and Medical Case
Reports (2021).

3.Thrombophilic diathesis in patients with solid tumors
VTE score in clinical and prognostic correlations were discussed - publications in List S / WOS
(1,9); Publications in NRS of NACID (3). Dr. V. Popov, PhD, participated in a scientific project
related to a complex analysis of changes in laboratory indicators of coagulation and fibrinolysis in
patients with malignant diseases (2019. In a chapter of a monograph, data on hemostasis in
malignant diseases "Tumor metastasis" are presented (Ed. By Ke Hu). Hemostatic system
malignancy disease (2016).

4. Diagnostic and therapeutic aspects of casuistic nature, but with clinical significance in
oncology.
The risk of developing secondary neoplasias - publications in the S / WOS list (4) and the list of
publications in the NRC of NACID (4); Malignancies in Young Adults - S/WOS List Publications
(5); list of publications in NRS of NACID (1); Infectious Etiopathogenesis in Malignant Diseases
- S/WOS List Publication (2); Dynamics in serum levels of vit. D in oncohematological diseases -
publications in list S / WOS (6,7); Rare clinical cases - publications in the S / WOS list (8); list of
publications in NRS of NACID (2, 3), etc.

B. Participation in scientific and educational projects
Dr. Veeselin G. Popov, PhD, has participated in the teams of six university projects, as
well as in the project "Personalized Innovative Medicine (PERIMED)", financed under the OP
"Science and Education for Intelligent Growth", co-financed by the EU. They are related to the



candidate's main scientific areas of work. According to the European project "Doctoral-2", a one-
month training in radiosurgery was carried out in Germany (05.2018).

Assessment of the monographic work submitted by the candidate for participation in the
competition for "ASSISTANT PROFESSOR"

Dr. Veselin G. Popov, MD presents a monograph on the topic "Fundamentals of
stereotactic radiosurgery in cranial and extracranial tumor formations' (ISBN 978-619-237-
091-6). The monograph summarizes the state of the radiosurgery technique - in history and present;
application of new methods in the treatment of cranial and extracranial tumor formations. The
presentation of this work is the result of targeted studies, systematization of available data and
evaluation of a number of theoretical concepts in the light of accumulated practical experience of
Dr. V. Popov, MD.

Citation of the candidate's publications in the national and foreign literature

The attached reference for citations of Dr. Veselin Popov (source library of MU-
Plovdiv), related to the studied scientific areas proves 16 citations in MBD (S/WOS), of which 12
are in journals with IF (0.707-11.799) ; three citations in peer-reviewed monographs and two
publications in non-refereed peer-reviewed journals. Official evidence was presented, incl. for the
IF of all journals in which there is citation.

Comprehensive assessment of the teaching, methodical and academic activities

In the materials for the competition, Dr. Veselin Popov presented the necessary official
reference from the Academic Department of MU-Plovdiv about his personal academic workload
in the last three academic years at units with medical-clinical activity. It is declared in it that Dr.
V. Popov, PhD, has classroom and non-auditory employment significantly exceeding the required
minimum according to the regulations of the MU-Plovdiv. The same includes teaching modules
"radiology" for the third year and "clinical oncology for the fifth year of students (BEO and AEO)
of medicine in the Ministry of Health, MU-Plovdiv. For the last two years (required in the self-
assessment table), an overall study workload (only lectures and exercises) of 1107 study hours
(553.5 points) has been completed. Dr. V. Popov, MD participated in the presentation of lectures
and exercises for distance learning during the COVID-19 pandemic. He has also assisted in
updating the curricula of the two disciplines mentioned. Has a responsible role in preparing the
exam tests for the radiology and clinical oncology semester exams. Dr. V. Popov is involved in
the teaching of international students, according to the “Erasmus” programme, as well as in the
theoretic training of residents. Member of the committee for preparation of reacreditation under
the Doctoral Program "Oncology". Dr. Popov is a co-author of a textbook team in oncology and
specialized teaching aids.

Personal impressions of the candidate

I know Dr. V. Popov, MD, as an excellent young professional, responsible and intelligent
colleague, working with love and deep interest in establishing the high level of scientific and



teaching acrivity and diagnostic-treatment practice at MU-Plovdiv and at UMBAL "St. Georgi",
Plovdiv. A respected, well-known and charismatic teacher who is loved by his students. Possesses
excellent organizational and leadership skills for teamwork. I recommend continuing his future
work with his inherent enthusiasm, responsibility and professionalism in these areas, building on
what he has achieved.

Overall assessment of the applicant's procedure and compliance

All staps of the Tender Disclosure and Announcement Procedure have been followed. They
are in accordance with the requirements of the RASRB and the Regulations for its application in
the MU-Plovdiv. The only candidate in the competition senior assistant Dr. Veselin Georgiev
Popov, PhD meets the minimum national requirements under Art. 2b, para. 2 and 3, respectively,
to the requirements under Art. 2b, para. 5 of ZRASRB and those specific to MU-Plovdiv under
direction 7.1. medicine (medical-clinical activity), defined in the Regulations for Academic
Development at MU-Plovdiv. The scientific works presented in the competition have a valuable
scientific and scientific-applied nature with a focus on modern problems in clinical oncology.
Scientific developments show deep and persistently oriented scientific interests. Scientific
publications, as well as the proven qualities of an erudite researcher, well-prepared teacher and
clinician formulate the characteristics of chief assistant Dr. Veselin G. Popov, MD

With the required 810 points for holding the AD "docent" in MU-Plovdiv, Dr. Veselin G.
Popov, PhD, defended 1393.1 points according to the presented reference.

Conclusion

In view of the above, I believe that the only candidate in the announced competition for
the appointment of JSC "Associate professor" at MU-Plovdiv, namely Dr. Veselin Georgiev
Popov, Ph.D., meets the mandatory and specific conditions and scientometric criteria for holding
the position of Associate Professor. I confidently give my positive assessment and propose to the
honorable scientific jury to vote positively for the occupation of JSC "Associate Professor" in the
scientific specialty "Oncology", field of higher education 7. Health care and sports, professional
direction 7.1. Medicine from Dr. Veselin Georgiev Popov, PhD.

01.08.2022 Produced: Prof. Sonia Borisova Sergieva MD, PhD
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