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Scientific specialties: 1. Pediatrics
2. Pediatric endocrinology and metabolic diseases
Institution: Medical University - Plovdiv
Medical Faculty

Department of Pediatrics and Medical Genetics

General presentation of the procedure: The competition for AD "Professor" in the scientific specialty
"pediatrics" has been announced in due order, with the decision of the Academic Board and the
request of the Department of Pediatrics and Medical Genetics, Medical Faculty — Medical University -
Plovdiv. All documents required for the competition are available.

The review of the materials is based on the Law on the Development of the Academic Staff in the
Republic of Bulgaria, the Regulations for its Application and the Regulations on the Terms and
Conditions for the Acquisition of educational and scientific degrees and Occupancy of Academic
position at Medical University-Plovdiv and Quality Criteria for the Development of the Academic Staff
at Medical University-Plovdiv.

One participant, admitted by the Documents Commission, appears at the announced competition:
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Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mariya lvanova Spasova, MD, associate professor at the Department of Pediatrics
and Medical Genetics at the Medical University of Plovdiv and Head of the Pediatric oncohematology
Division at the Pediatric Clinic of UMHAT “Sveti George”- Plovdiv.

The procedure for determining the members of the Scientific Jury of the Faculty of Medicine was
followed by order of the Rector of the Medical University - Plovdiv No. R-1688/12.07.2022.

I. Regarding fulfillment of the scientometric criteria:

When examining the submitted documents with the list of the scientific activity of Assoc. Prof. Dr.
Mariya |. Spasova, | find that there is consistency in the candidate's academic development so far, as
well as full compliance with the quantitative and measurable requirements of Medical University-
Plovdiv for occupying the academic position "professor”, namely:

1. Assessment of the career development of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mariya |. Spasova:

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mariya Spasova was born on 21.10.1966. She completed her secondary education
in 1985 at English Language High School - Plovdiv. In 1991, she graduated Medical University —
Plovdiv with the degree "Master of Medicine" with excellent success. She defended her specialty in
general pediatrics in 1997 and pediatric clinical hematology and oncology in 2012. She has a master's
degree in public health and health management since 2013. She has a doctor of medicine degree
(PhD) since 2006 with the topic of her dissertation work "Bacteremia and fungemia in children with
febrile neutropenia on chemotherapy".

The work experience of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mariya Spasova is entirely related to the Pediatric Clinic of
UMHAT "Sveti George" - Plovdiv:

- Ordinator and specialist in pediatrics since 1992,
- from 1996 — 1999 — assistant,

- 1999 — 2004 — senior assistant,

- She was elected assistant professor in 2004.

- since 2011 and currently an associate professor

- Since 2018, she has been the Head of the Department of Oncohematology at the Clinic of
Pediatrics.

She has excellent command and uses English, German and French in her daily clinical, scientific
and teaching activities. She also has the high-level computer skills required for modern work.

She has undergone training in pediatrics and pediatric oncohematology, as well as specialized
courses in abdominal ultrasound, pediatric gastroenterology in the Netherlands, two courses in
pediatric oncohematology in Austria and Italy, a course in inhibitory hemophilia in Germany and
individual training in pediatric oncology in Austria, ultrasound in patients with hemophilia.

She is a member of Bulgarian and foreign scientific organizations - The Bulgarian Pediatric
Association, BDKHO, SIOPE, European Consortium for Histiocytosis, BUON, EuroHistioNet.

She is a member of the expert council for pediatric clinical hematology and oncology at the
Ministry of Health and an external expert at the National Health Insurance Fund.

She participated as a principal researcher and sub-researcher in eight clinical trials in the field of
pediatric benign hematology and oncohematology.



All the presented data speak of the progressive professional development of Assoc. Prof. Dr.
Mariya Spasova and her multifaceted activity - medical, teaching, scientific and social - both in the
field of general pediatrics and in the highly specialized and difficult field of pediatric hematology and
oncology.

2. General description of the presented materials.

As a participant in the competition, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Maria Spasova has provided all the
documents described in a detailed list and referred to in the regulations for occupying the Academic
degree "Professor" from the Regulations for the structure and activity of the Medical University -
Plovdiv, the regulations for its implementation, the regulation for employment of the relevant
academic position and the Law on the Development of the Academic Staff in Republic of Bulgaria.
They are supported by comprehensive evidentiary material, arranged according to the requirements
of the Medical University - Plovdiv.

3. Assessment of the scientific works of Assoc. Prof. Dr. M. Spasova for her overall academic
development:

o General characteristics of the scientific productivity - after her habilitation for academic degree
"Associate professor":

- 54 scientific studies, of which a dissertation thesis, a monograph, 24 publications, refereed and
indexed in Scopus and Web of Science scientific publications, 5 of which are in journals with IF.

- 21 articles in peer-reviewed non-refereed scientific journals
- 9 chapters in collective monographs

- 2 publications in university teaching manuals.

- 38 abstracts of reports from national congresses

- 12 abstracts from international congresses.

A list of publications and reports, reviewed during the acquisition of academic degree "Associate
professor", is presented separately.

e Assessment of scientific output and scientific contributions.

Main tendencies and achievements in the scientific researches of Assoc. Prof. Dr. M. Spasova are
related to:

- Diagnosis and treatment of oncohematological diseases. A special achievement is the monograph
with the topic "Target and immunotherapy in solid tumors in childhood", highly rated by reviewers,
competent in the field of pediatric oncology. In most of the publications, she is the lead author,
followed by a team of young, but already excellently prepared narrow specialists in pediatric
oncohematology. The supervising of a PhD student who successfully defended a dissertation in this
field - Dr. H. Burnusuzov with topic: "Flow cytometric determination of minimal residual disease in
children with acute lymphoblastic leukemia" is proof of good mutual medical and scientific work in
the Pediatric Oncohematology Division, led by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Spasova. Some of these developments
are co-authored with colleagues from other divisions of the hospital and university, students and
young researchers, which speaks of good collaborative and teaching qualities.

- Publications related to rare congenital and acquired diseases presenting with hemorrhagic
diatheses



- Congenital and acquired immunodeficiency states - diagnosis, treatment and complications related
to them. She supervised another PhD student with a topic dedicated to these states - Dr. A.
Karastaneva with a thesis for the acquisition of PhD academic degree "Doctor of Medicine" -
"Diagnostic and prognostic value of procalcitonin in children with invasive bacterial infections".

- Participated in the foundation of a national competence center at the Medical University -
"Personalized Innovative Medicine".

In conclusion, | would say that the original and clinically applied contributions of Assoc. Prof. Dr.
Mariya Spasova, represent a brilliant doctor, a researcher and a teacher.

e Publication activity - distribution and application of the candidate's scientific and practical
achievements among the scientific community.

The publication activity throughout the entire working and creative career of Assoc. Prof. Dr.
Mariya Spasova is high and the palette of Bulgarian and foreign journals that accepted and
distributed her scientific works is multi-colored. | will list only some of these journals: Pediatrics, F.
Medica, Hematology, Nosocomial Infections, Practical Pediatrics, Oncology, Science Pharmacology,
BUON, Hemophilia, Arch. Surg. Clin. Case Rep., Blood, J.Pediatr. Hematol. Onc., Medical Magazine,
MedicPlus, Health Policy and Management, Emergency Pediatrics Casebook, etc. This gives wide
access to pediatricians and oncohematologists from Bulgaria and worldwide to familiarize
themselves with her scientific work, which is well illustrated by the high frequency of citations.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Spasova is an independent author in 18 (33.3%) of the publications, in 5 (9.3%) -
first author, in 15 (27.8%) - second author and in 16 (29.6%) - third and subsequent author.

4 articles have been published in international journals and 1 is under review.
The total IF of Assoc. Prof. Spasova's articles is 27.68.
Participation, implementation and management of projects.

Assoc. Prof. Spasova is involved in 6 scientific and educational projects in total, mainly dedicated
to infections in febrile neutropenia in children on chemotherapy, minimal residual disease in ALL and
joint damage in hemophilia, of which:

- 3 intra-university, one of which she is managing
- 2 national (she is managing one of them) and
- 1international.

Assoc. Prof. Spasova's good collaboration with the other participants in the projects is impressive,
despite the differences in their specialties.

e Supervising PhD students:

In my presentation above, | described the supervising work and successful defense of two PhD
students - Dr. A. Karastaneva and Dr. H. Burnusuzov.

At the moment, Assoc. Prof. Spasova is supervising the PhD studies of Dr. P. Markova, related to the
study of a specific marker for kidney damage during chemotherapy.

4. Monograph thesis assessment

The topic of the monographic work is "Target and immunotherapy in solid tumors in childhood".



In it, the author skillfully combines worldwide achievements through a rich literature review, her
personal and her team's achievements in the treatment of these severe and potentially fatal diseases
in childhood. | agree with the positive assessments of its competent reviewers.

5. Citation of the candidate's publications in the national and foreign issues:

A total of 88 citations of Assoc. Prof. Spasova's publications for the time after the habilitation are
presented, distributed as follows:

e |n scientific publications refereed and indexed in Scopus and/or Web of Science with a total IF of
153,776.

e Citations in peer-reviewed monographs and scientific journals (2 in world-famous pediatric
textbooks).

e Citation in non-reviewed scientific journals — 8.
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Spasova proves the high value of her scientific productivity by this indicator.

6. Complex, qualitative assessment of the teaching-methodical and academic teaching activity,
incl. scientific supervising of students, trainee doctors and pot-graduate students.

An official report from the Academic Department of Medical University-Plovdiv was presented, from
which it can be seen that the academic workload (auditory employment, scientific work and non-
auditory employment) of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Spasova for 2019, 2020 and 2021 varies between 755 and
956 hours/per year and far exceeds the minimum hours of a qualified person from a division of
diagnostic and therapeutic activity.

She is the Head of the practical training of three post-graduate students in "Pediatric Clinical
Hematology and Oncology" and one in "Pediatrics". She participates in the development of curricula,
thematic exercise plans, current tests for the conduct of colloquiums and examinations in pediatrics
and pediatric clinical hematology and oncology.

The mutual work of Assoc. Prof. Spasova with students and PhD students is a publication on the topic
"Analysis of the immunophenotypic characteristics of acute lymphoblastic leukemia in children” in
the Collection of materials from the "Science and Youth" competition of the MIND "Asclepios".

The general attestation assessment for Assoc. Prof. Spasova for the period 2016-2020 in protocol
14/28.10.2020 is satisfactory, and the recommendations made have already been implemented or
are in progress.

7. Critical notes and recommendations.
| have no critical remarks.

8. General assessment of the candidate's compliance with the minimum national requirements
under Art. 2b, para. 2 and 3, respectively, to the requirements under Art. 2b, para. 5 of the Law on
the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the requirements specific to
Medical University-Plovdiv for areas and for divisions with clinical activity, defined in the
Regulations for academic development in Medical University-Plovdiv scientometric indicators,
according to the Regulation for the development of Academic Staff and occupation of Academic
Degree according to the Regulations of Medical University-Plovdiv.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mariya Spasova has attached in the documentation a table for self-assessment
according to the National Minimum Scientometric Indicators of Medical University-Plovdiv for the



field of medicine (medical-clinical divisions) and the number of points she collects according to the
established methodology.

The presented materials cover and several times exceed all assessment criteria and the minimum
requirements, by groups of indicators for occupying the academic position "Professor".

With a required minimum number of points of 1240, the points correctly calculated by the
candidate in relation to the scientific-metric indicators of Medical University of Plovdiv are
4434.92.

9. CONCLUSION

The entire activity of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mariya Spasova, who devoted more than 30 years of her life
to the Clinic of Pediatrics and the Department of Pediatrics and Medical Genetics of the Medical
University of Plovdiv, is presented as an excellent doctor, teacher, scientist and socially engaged
person.

It has been a pleasure for me to prepare this statement. Inevitably, this is why, my many years of
personal contact with Prof. Mariya Spasova, whom | respect, value and love, is important.

All of the above gives me reason to gladly and without doubt vote "yes" for the candidacy of
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mariya Ivanova Spasova, MD and to recommend to the esteemed members of the
Scientific Jury to vote positively for occupying the position "Professor" in Pediatrics at the
Department of Pediatrics and Medical Genetics at the Medical University, MF-Plovdiv.
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