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1. General presentation of the procedure and the doctoral student

Pursuant to Order No P-828 / 05.04.2023 of the Rector of the Medical University of Plovdiv I have

been selected as a member of the Scientific Jury for awarding the scientific degree “Doctor” and

nominated as a chairman at the first meeting of the Jury.

The p

resented set of materials on electronic media is in accordance with article 70 (1) in section I,

chapter 5. Rules and order for acquiring of educational and scientific degree “Doctor”; the Regula-
tions for development of academic stuff in MU-Plovdiv from 2021 and includes the following docu-

ments:

- An application to the Rector for disclosure of the procedure for the defense of the dissertation
- A curriculum vitae

- A copy of notarially attested higher education diploma

- Orders for enrollment in doctoral studies, interruption of studies (due to maternity) and for
continuation of studies; for deductions with the right to thesis defense

- An order for conducting an examination from the individual plan and respective protocol for
passing an exam or a doctoral minimum in the specialty

- Minutes of the Department Council for preliminary discussion of the dissertation work and

the decision taken for opening the procedure and for the composition of the scientific jury



- A dissertation work in electronic format

- A summary of dissertation

- A list of publications related to the dissertation topic

- Copies of the publications related to the dissertation topic

- A declaration for originality and reliability of the applied documents

- Other documents related to the procedure.
The presented dissertation is written on 141 pages. It is structured according to the standard model
including Introduction, Literature review, Aim and tasks, Material and methods, Results and Dis-
cussion, Conclusions, Contributions, References (188 literature sources - 9 in Cyrillic alphabet and
179 in English). It is illustrated with 49 figures and 42 tables. The doctoral student has presented 3
publications related to the dissertation.
Dr. Petleshkova is an experienced in teaching and scientific activities member of the Department.
She is a graduated medical doctor who has been working as a clinician in the first two years of her
job career. She has studied at Higher Medical Institute “Ivan P. Pavlov” - Plovdiv from 1990 to
1996. From 1999 until now she has been working as an assistant professor at the department of
Anatomy, histology and embryology of the same university. She acquired specialty in Anatomy,
histology and cytology in 2003. She has also two scientific projects in the field of anthropology and
one of them is entitled “Cephalometric study of 3D virtual modelling of the face for the purpose of
construction and visualization of 3D facial statistics and creating of cephalometric data base”. I
know dr. Petleshkova for more than 23 years and I think that she is capable of being a good re-

searcher.

2. Relevance of the topic
The chosen topic of the dissertation is relevant. In the contemporary world the development of the
technologies opens new prospectives for the classical sciences. The anthropology and in particular
the cephalometry have the necessity of gathering data base, which will open new horizons in future
investigations in these fields. The need of development of 3D facial models with 3-dimentional laser
scanning and their application for anthropological characterization with implication in clinical and

forensic practice is undisputable.

3. Acquaintance with the issue at hand
The PhD thesis shows that the doctoral student Dr. Tsvetanka Dimitrova Petleshkova has an in-
depth theoretical knowledge on the developed topic. The literature review is prepared with details,

clearly and multilayered with priority to the main topic.

4. Research methodology
The chosen research methodology by the doctoral student Dr. Tsvetanka Dimitrova Petleshkova al-
lows to achieve the set goal and to obtain an adequate answer to the tasks solved in the dissertation

work.



5. Characteristics and evaluation of the dissertation and contributions
The overview is thoroughly made on 23 pages and reveals that the author is well informed and
could construct goal and tasks of investigation. The last are well balanced. The goal is clear and the
4 main tasks fully contribute for its realization. The Material and Methods (23 pages) and Results
and Discussion (63 pages) sections follow adequate logical sequence.
The detailed description of the equipment, the protocol for data collection, as well as their proceed-
ings and storage, the used cephalometric points and their positioning on the 3D model contribute for
recreating the setting in future studies.
The data are analyzed with adequate statistical methods that contribute to multi-aspect study of the
indices. The results are presented in an informative way with 30 tables and 34 figures, which allows
to demonstrate the diverse role, significance and interrelations between the studied indices. The
contribution and the significance of the conducted research and the obtained results are systema-
tized in the conclusion made, and the contributions formulated by the doctoral student.

6. Evaluation of publications and personal contribution of doctoral student
Dr. Tsvetanka Dimitrova Petleshkova presented 3 scientific publications on the topic of the disser-
tation and 3 participations in scientific meetings. In all the presented publications she is first author,
and two of the papers are indexed in Web of Science. The total number of points of the doctoral stu-
dent by group of indicators D is 33.5. The minimum required points for group of indicators D for
obtaining the scientific degree “Doctor” in area of higher education 7. Health and Sports, according
to the Act for Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria are 30. From the
above-mentioned facts, the personal participation of Dr Petleshkova in the study on the topic of dis-

sertation is leading and indisputable.

7. Author’s summary of dissertation
The abstract is prepared in accordance with the requirements and reproduces the main results

achieved in the dissertation.

CONCLUSION

The dissertation contains scientific, scientific-applied and applied results, which represent an original
contribution to science and meet all the requirements of the Academic Staff Development Act in the
Republic of Bulgaria (ADASRB), Regulations of ADASRB and Regulations of academic staff de-
velopment in Medical University - Plovdiv. The presented materials and dissertation results fully
comply with specific requirements in connection with the Regulations for development of academic
stuff in Medical University - Plovdiv for application of ADASRB.

The dissertation shows that the doctoral student Dr. Tsvetanka Dimitrova Petleshkova has in-depth
theoretical knowledge and professional skills in the field of Anatomy, Histology and Cytology,

demonstrating qualities and skills of independent research.



Due to the above, I confidently give my positive assessment of the research presented by the above
peer-reviewed dissertation, abstract, results and contributions, and I suggest to the esteemed scientific
jury to award the educational and scientific degree “Doctor” to Tsvetanka Dimitrova Petleshkova in
doctoral program in Anatomy, Histology and Cytology in higher education field 7. “Healthcare and
Sports”, professional field 7.1 “Medicine”.
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