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For the C:OITi]priﬁOl‘l UL WIS pUSL UL ASSULIALS [1UIEssUL, usiu ul wguo suuvauoll: 7.Health
and Sports; professional field 7.1.Medicine; specialty Pediatrics, for the needs of the
Department of Pediatrics, MU-Plovdiv, announced in Official Gazette No. 32 of 8.4.2023

1. General presentation of the procedure. The competition for the position of
Associate Professor (1/2 position) in the scientific specialty Pediatrics was announced in
the appropriate order, at the request of the Department of Pediatrics and by decision of the
Academi¢ board of MU-Plovdiv.

The opinion on the materials is based on the Law on Academic Staff Development in
Bulgaria, the Regulations for its application, the Regulations for the conditions and procedures
for the acquisition of scientific degree and academic position, and the qualitative criteria for the
development of the academic staff of MU-Plovdiv.

The procedure for determining the composition of the Scientific Jury by order of the
Rector of MU-Plovdiv Ne R -2015/13.07.2023 was followed.

1 canﬂidate participated in the competition, admitted by the Documents Committee:
Chief assistant prof. Margarita Vassileva Panova, MD, PhD
N

I déclére that there is no conflict of interests.

1. General description of the submitted materials.

Dr.jPanova has provided all the documents accepted according to the template for the
arrangement of scientific papers for the competition for the position of Associate Professor at
MU—Plovd_iv.i They are supported by the necessary evidence.

2. Candldate s career profile. Dr. Margarita Vasileva Panova graduated from the Medical
Umversrzy in Plovdiv with a degree in medicine in 1986. She started working as a resident
at the Pediatric Clinic of the Hospital of Pazardzhik, and since 1992 as a resident at the
Pedian-fric Clinic of the University Hospital of Plovdiv. Since 2000 she has been a doctor in
the neurological department of the Pediatric Clinic of the University Hospital Sveti Georgi.
Since 720_;12, she has been successively Assistant and Chief assistant professor at the
Department of Pediatrics and Medical Genetics, Medical University of Plovdiv. She has
participated in a large number of qualification forums at home and abroad.

Dr. Panova has specialties in pediatrics and pediatric neurology. She defended her PhD
thesis on the topic “Health status of children with shunted hydrocephalus™



She is a member of the BMA, BPA, Scientific Society of Child Neurology, Psychiatry and
Developmenta] Psychology; Society of Neuromuscular Diseases and the European Pediatric
Neurology Society.

She speaks German, English, Greek and Russian. | .

Dr. Panova is actively involved in the treatment of children with general pedlatnc and
neurological diseases. As a chief asst. prof. she participates in the training of medical
students, dentistry students, students of the Medical College of MU-Plovdiv, in the training
of postgraduate students and trainee doctors in pediatrics and pediatric neurologv She
participates in national and international scientific forums, prepares pubhcatlons for
Bulgarian and international journals.

Dr. Panova's scientific interests are in the field of pediatric neurology - cerebrova'ccular
diseases, disorders in early childhood development, epilepsy, hereditary and rare
neurodegenerative diseases, inflammatory and infectious diseases in' children,
hydrocephalus, pediatric gastroenterology. P

3. Evaluation of the candidate’s scientific works and overall academic developlmént ’
e General characteristics of scientific productivity and publication activity. E)r Panova
participated in the competition with 47 publications: P
- dissertation _
- monograph :
- participation as author of chapters in university textbooks - 2 pcs.; -
- publications and reports published in scientific journals, refereed and indexed i in world-
known databases with scientific information (only Scopus and Web of sci eng:eE 24 pcs.
- publications and reports published in non-refereed peer-reviewed journals or edited
collective volumes - 20 pcs. !

Total IF 17.124. |
Dr. Panova has participated with scientific communications in 5 international forums 4 of

which have been published with abstracts in IF journals and 2 have been cited. The author
has also made numerous contributions to our national and regional scientific artd practical
forums. .
Dr. Panova is also included in the author team of two textbooks |
e Scientific activity - dissemination and application of the candidate's sciénrz'ﬁc and
practical achievements. Dr. Panova made her publications in foreign and our specialized
scientific publications. Most of her works are collective, with the participation of prominent
domestic and foreign co-authors, which speaks for the authors and the recognition she has
in her circles. |
In this way, Dr. Panova makes her scientific searches and their results avallable: to our and
foreign scientific community. And the interest in them is emphasized, as evidenced by the
IF she has, as well as the large number of citations mainly in foreign pubhcatlons
Evaluation of scientific output and scientific contributions. Significant are the contnbutlons
in the presented publications of Dr. Panova - independent and co-authored: A
- genetic homogeneity of patients of Roma origin with congenital lactic acidosis
- The role of genetic diagnosis in patients with hypomyelination and atrophy of cerebellum and
basal ganglia.
- Genetic diagnosis of pontocerebellar hypoplasia type 1.
- The role of lenticostriatal hypoplasia in stroke occurrence in minimal brain i mjury
- Study of cytomegalovirus infection and prediction of clinical manifestations of ‘the disease

after selective treatment. [ |
- Methodology of endoscopic gastrostomy placement for continuous feeding in pat1er1ts with

chronic neurological diseases.



- publications with descriptions of a rare neurological pathology in childhood - subacute
sclerosing panencephahtls a rare cerebrovascular anomaly in childhood, subsequently
subjected to itriple endovascular embolization, description of S. Jobber, proven by genetic
testing; etc. :

Many of the presented publications of Dr. Panova have a number of scientific and applied
contributid‘nsi and those of confirmatory nature.

e In the ptresented table for self-assessment on the mandatory minimum scientific indicators
of MU -Plovdiv for the field of medicine (medical-clinical disciplines) Dr. Panova has
2775, 4,pq1nts with the required minimum for the Academic position "Associate Professor”
810 points.

J Pariicz}iaﬁon in project implementation and management. Dr. Panova has been involved
n three ijtra-university educational projects with no publications to date given their recent
expxratlon and unfinished deadlines.

4. Evaluatloil of the monographic work of the candidate - "Acute hemiparesis in
ChlldhOOd" The monograph is a description of the author's own experience and a critical
review! of the literature, the first of its kind in our country, which thoroughly and
sybtematlcally addresses this neurological syndrome in childhood. Historical data,
definition, clinical-anatomical correlation, diagnosis of hemiparesis, nosological entities
presenting with hemiparesis are presented, divided according to modern classification of
cerebrovascular diseases and include definition, incidence, clinical presentation, diagnostic
methoc}s differential diagnosis, treatment and prognosis. The monograph is illustrated with
66 cases from clinical practice as own observation. A valuable contribution is the proposed
al g,onthm for the management of a child with acute onset hemiparesis. I believe that in the
future 'gh1§ work may develop into a dissertation for the award of the D.M.N.

5. Reﬂecﬂon (citation) of the candidate's publications in national and foreign literature.
Dr. Pamova presents a reference from NACID for citations:
a. Listof Glt&thnS and/or reviews in scientific journals referenced and indexed only in Scopus
and/or Web of Science with evidence from databases - 8 publications, cited a total of 70
times. Scopus Hirsh index - 5.
b. List' of citations or reviews in non-refereed peer-reviewed journals - 15 citations for 5
pubhcatlons

Thls 1s a h1 gh assessment of the publication activity and value of the candidate's scientific
pubhcatxdns

6. Complex, qualitative evaluation of the teaching and learning activities, including
sc;entxf' ic:supervision of students, PhD students, postgraduate students. Dr. Panova has
regularly throughout her academic development participated in the training (practical

. exermsles seminar classes and selected lectures) and examinations of medical students,

lectLre§ vlnth Medical College students, seminar and practical classes with trainee doctors
and poStgraduate students. She has co-authored chapters of study guides that can be used
by medlcal students and postgraduate students.
Dr.: Panova is a member of the examination committee for conducting colloquia with post-
oraduate $mdents in the specialty "Pediatric Neurology"; member of the state examination
commlttee in pediatrics for medical students. She has been a supervisor of the theoretical
and prac‘é_cal training of 1 specialist in paediatric neurology who passed the specialty
examination and of three specialist in pediatrics.



As part of the team of the Department of Pediatrics, Dr. Panova is responsible forle leammg
Based on it, the Department of Pediatrics and Medical Genetics received high pralse from
the students of MU-Plovdiv, who voted it for the third consecutive year fofr the "Best
Department of Bulgarian-speaking Year 5". The candidate is responsibe | for the
organization and conduct of the state internship in pediatrics, as well as the Department S
web site. |

In the presented table for self-assessment on the mandatory minimum of 301ent1ﬁc mdwa tors
of MU-Plovdiv for the field of medicine (medical-clinical disciplines) for teaching activities
(lectures and exercises) Dr. Panova has 646.5 points, which exceeds the required minimum.
The relevant supporting material has been submitted by the Educanonal Actlvmes
Department of MU-Plovdiv. P

7. Critical remarks and recommendations - none.

8. General assessment of the candidate's compliance with the mmlmum natlonal

requirements under Article 2b, paragraphs 2 and 3, respectively the reqm:rements
specific to MU - Plovdiv by fields and for units with/without clinical activity, as defined
in the Regulations for Academic Development at the Medical University - P]OVdIV Dr.
Panova has submitted a self-assessment by means of a table according to the! manda*ory
quantitative scientific criteria for the position of Associate Professor at MU- Plov{dw She
exceeds the required number of points in most of the criteria. She has also submitted a
document from her last appraisal, which also gave a good evaluation of her wor-k. -

9. Personal impressions - I have known Dr. Panova personally for more than 20 years She is

10.

extremely dedicated to her work, thorough in her diagnostic and therapeutic searphes in her
teaching and scientific activities. Over the years she has proven her ability to work in a
team. She is demanding of herself, and respectively of the students/specialists she teaches
and the colleagues she works with. With dedication and care for patients, she has proven
her ability to handle difficult clinical cases. -

Conclusion. The activity of Dr. Panova presents her as an excellent professional,
researcher, clinician and university lecturer. Her research is original, thorough, and
meticulously executed. The presented results make it applicable in daily practlce ana open
the way for new research.

As a candidate for the position of Associate Professor at the Department of Pedlatncs and
Medical Genetics of the Medical University of Plovdiv, Dr. Panova exceeds the minimum
national requirements under Article 26, paragraphs 2 and 3, respectively the requirements
under Article 26, paragraph 5 of the Law on Academic Staff Development and the specific
requirements by fields and for units with/without clinical activity, set out in the Regulaﬁons
for Academic Development at the Medical University of Plovdiv. -

All of the above is a reason to confidently give my positive vote for the ca:ndzlda/w of
Margarita Vassileva Panova, MD, Phd.




