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According to i::he procedure for AP "Associated Professor”, higher education area: 7. Health care and
sports; profes§ional direction 7.1. Medicine; specialty "paediatrics”, for the needs of the Department
. of Pediatrics, MU-Plovdiv, announced in SG no. 32 of 8.4.2023

L Generai péresentation of the procedure. The competition for AD "Associate Professor"
(1/2 pcsitiion?) in the scientific specialty "Pediatrics" has been announced according to the
relevant ofdér, at the request of the Department of Pediatrics and with the decision of the
AC of MU-Plavdiv.

This review ifof the materials is based on the Law for the academic development in the
Republic of I?%u]garia, the Regulations for its application, the Regulations for the conditions
and procé:dufres for the acquisition of the academic positions (AP), and the qualitative
criteria for'the development of the academic staff of MU-Plovdiv.

The pmcedufe for the appointment of the Scientific Jury has been carried out according to
the order ¢f§he Rector of MU-Plovdiv No. R -2015/13.07.2023.

S
1 candidate applied and his documents have been accepted by the Jury: Ch. Assistant Dr.
Hasan Aliev $urnusuzov, MD

| declare thaf there is no conflict of interest.

2. Gen_eraf c!escription of the submitted materials for the competition. Dr. Burnusuzov
provides all the documents accepted according to the template for the arrangement of
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scientific works for the competition for AP "Associated Professor" at MU- Pibvmv The
necessary evidentiary material is attached.

3. Career profile of the applicant. Dr. Burnusuzov graduated from MU-PIovftli\é with a
master's degree in medicine. He started working as a resident doctor in the ”C\f}tcﬁme:’dika”
AGPPMP - Plovdiv, then in the "Vela" MC, Plovdiv. From 01. 07. 2010 - until now hle ﬁas been
working at UMBAL "St. Georgi" Plovdiv, Clinic of Pediatrics, oncohematology unlt‘and in the
Laboratory of Clinical Immunology, as a pediatrician and clinical zmmundloglst He
successfully defended a PhD- thesis- dissertation work on the topic "Flow cytometrlc
monitoring of minimal residual disease in children with acute Iymphob!astrc Ieukemra
(2013). He has specialties in pediatrics and clinical immunology. '

Currently, he also works as a chief administrative assistant in the Department of Piediétrics
and Medical Genetics, MU-Plovdiv and a clinical immunologist in the Clinical Irﬁrrjunbiogy
Laboratory at the Department of Microbiology and Immunology, MU-Plovdiv. ;Tojtal work
experience is 14 years. _ |

He speaks Turkish, English and German languages. Has excellent computer Iiteracxj.

Actively participates in the diagnosis and treatment of children with oncohematoioggcal
diseases, immunodeficiency states and other children's diseases with the team of the
Pediatrics Clinic, the Unit Of Pediatric Oncohematology, in the Scientific Instuute of
Immunology and the laboratory of clinical immunology at the Department of Micrpb!miogy
and Immunology. He works excellently together with his colleagues at the IVISTd a}ﬁd other
units of the MU-Plovdiv. Collaborates with colleagues from other similar struct!fjrés in the
country and abroad, incl. The international scientific network for the study' and ‘flow
cytometric determination of MRD in children with acute leukemia. Easily nawgates and

adapts to new situations.

Participates in qualification courses in pediatric hematology and oncology, abdom nal
echography and clinical immunology, organized in Bulgaria and abroad. =

He is a member of a number of professional and scientific organizations - BMS, BPA,
BMAPOH, the Bulgarian Association of Clinical Immunology, European Scciety c§f Fed_iatric
Oncology, I-BFM ALL FLOW MRD SG network. SR
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Actively participates in the educational and teaching activities of the department. .

4. Evaluation of scientific works and the overall academic development of the cafnc{idaie.

1. General characteristics of scientific production and publication activity. Dr. E?ufnuéuzov
participated in the competition with 32 scientific works, apart from his habiiitatio;h virork and
the PhD- thesis. Of these, 14 were published in scientific journals that are refer;enfced and
indexed in world-famous databases with scientific information (Scopus and Web f%of@_sciénce,
4 with an impact factor); 6 of them were cited in IF journals, 1 in a non—referehcéd }':aeer-



reviewed jotfimal, and 1 in a monograph. A list of scientific works published in non-
referenced p?_'eer-reviewed journals or in edited collective volumes - 18 in number - is also
attached. Drﬂ Burnusuzov is the first author in 14 of the scientific developments, 8 of them
were publisﬁed in refereed and indexed journals in Scopus and Web of Science. The
candidate is a second author in 8 of the scientific works, 2 of which are indexed in Scopus;
alsc has 4 p:hblications as second author in peer-reviewed collective volumes. Third and
consecutive éuthor is in 10 publications, 4 of them are referenced in Scopus. Dr. Burnosuzov
has participa;ted with scientific reports in 4 international congresses or conferences, and 3
reports with :abstracts have been published. The numerous participations of the candidate in
our national and regional scientific-practical forums are not reflected, as the regulations do
not require 1t

Dr. Burnusuzzov publishes his works in specialized Bulgarian scientific journals: Pediatrics,
Practical Ped:iatrics, General Medicine, Folia Medica, IMAB, Bul Jour Clin Immunology,
Collection of materials “Emergency Pediatrics”, Pediatrics plus; the candidate also has
publications |n well-known foreign ones: Pediatr Hematol Oncol., Cancers, Front Oncol.,
Pediatr Blood Cancer, Arch Sur Clin Case Reports, internet, etc. Thus, he makes known to the

general publi::c the directions of his scientific research and their results.
|

The total IF df the candidate’s articles is 17,321.

He also ha p?rticipated in the writing of chapters in a study guide and participation in the
translation of Pediatrics — an illustrated textbook was also recorded.

From the sufbmitted table for self-evaluation according to the mandatory quantitative
scientometrkg: criteria for holding the academic position "Associated Professor" at MU-
Plovdiv, it caﬂa be seen that Dr. Burnusuzov meets and far exceeds all of the criteria specified
by the regulations.

2. Evaluation of scientific output and scientific contributions. Dr. Burnusuzov's scientific

developments are in various areas of pediatrics, but primarily in the field of pediatric
{

oncohematogogy and clinical immunology.

Contrfbui‘ion.fc of an original nature:

1. The first sy:stemic prospective study of MRD in children with acute lymphoblastic leukemia
(ALL) was cohducted in our country, using modern, highly sensitive 8-color multiparameter
flow cytomeﬁry

2. For the Frst time in our country, the 8-color MP FCM methodoiogy for monitoring MRD in
children Wlth| ALL has been standardized and approved.

3. The criterﬁa determining the quality of the results of the 8-color MP FCM methodology
have been sfpeciﬁed, which contributes to unifying the reliability of the results of the
lzboratory wjth those of international standardized laboratories.



4. Prerequisites have been created for routine determination of MRD in children \}vitiﬂ ALL by
MP FCM, as a condition for the introduction of modern, risk-adapted L‘zerapeut.c protocols.
Thanks to this, the center is becoming a reference national center for MRD resea rch in these

patients. ;_
<

5. For the first time in Bulgaria, the use of anti-GD2 immunotherapy in metastatic GD2-
positive Ewing's sarcoma was described by the team of the pediatric oncohematoiogy
section at the clinic, with the participation of Dr. Burnusuzov.

Scientific and applied contributions:

1. The correlation between persistent MRD, determined by MP FCM, and otheriprogncstic
markers reported during induction treatment was analyzed. '

2. A 14-color methodology for the study of MRD in DALL was developed anfd is being
implemented. This significantly improves the quality of the research.

3. The clinical significance of anti-L-asparaginase antibodies in terms of relapse-free survival
of children with ALL was analyzed, this allows implementation in the practice of their routine

examination.

4. The study of the role of anti-neuronai antibodies in patients with paraneoplastic
syndrome was started. The topic is a dissertation work of a doctoral student from the
Department of Medical Microbiology and Immunology, and Dr. Burnusuzov ha_s an active

participation in its realization.

5. Algorithms and recommendations for behavior in children with thrombocytopénia, acute
hemolysis and CPR in children needing it have been developed and published.

6. An important direction in the scientific activity of Dr. Burnusuzov is the study of PiD, with
special attention being paid to the screening of infants or "signai" pneumoccystis pneumoniz,
as well as the diagnosis and treatment of disorders in the oxidative burst or innate immunity.

Contributions of a scientific and confirmatory nature:

1. In a comprehensive literature review, the roie of targeted therapy and immunotherapy in
the treatment of malignant and rheumatological diseases in children is outlined.

2. The new immunological aspects in the etiopathogenesis, diagnosis and thera{)y of same
rare but significant diseases (Crohn's disease, immune thrombocytopenia, Langerhans

histiocytosis) are discussed in detail.

3. The nature and necessity of palliative care for children with oncohematological diseases,
as well as the moral and ethical problems in these cases, were studied.
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4. The modetn recommendations for vaccination of children on immunosuppressive therapy

under our conditions have been specified and confirmed.

5. Descriptiorﬁ of difficult to diagnose and treat casuistic cases.

Theoretical L;*ontribuﬁons: Cell metabolism studies have been performed demonstrating the
role of Atovaiquone on cALL cells in vitro, showing a significant reduction in basal respiration
and ATP levels, reduced proliferation, cell cycle arrest and induction of apoptosis. This may
be the basis ffor subsequent drug trials, incl. and clinical trials.

Parﬁcipaﬁoh; in the implementation and management of projects. Dr. Burnusuzov has
participated in a total of 10 scientific projects:

1. In three of them, multidisciplinary teams are studying childhood acute leukemias: two are
investigaﬁngithe resistance of blast cells to glucocorticoids and the effects of mitochondrial
inhibitors in iresistant lymphoblastic leukemia; in one, an algorithm was created to track
MRD in childﬁren with ALL. The latter is related to the author's dissertation. These projects
resulted in th__'ree more publications. There are also those in the process of being prepared.

2. Two natiobal projects: "Personalized and innovative medicine - PERIMED", and PSNIIRP,
the implemerﬁtation of which continues.

3.4 intra-uniiversity projects, one of which Dr. Burnusuzov is the head of, are related to
scientific developments of dissertation students.

4. Joint projéct with colleagues from MU-Sofia, regarding the clinical, immunological and
ganotypic asﬁaects of chronic immune thrombocytopenia in the set of primary immune
deficiencies. :

5. Eva!uationf of the candidate's monographic work. It is dedicated to a group of humoral
primary imm_’une deficiencies.

The author presents the historical data, epidemiology, etiology, pathogenesis and
classificationé:of congenital disorders of immunity, their clinical picture, the association with
autoimmune‘f manifestations, infections and tumors, the challenges related to diagnostics,
therapy and brevention. Attention is given to genetic defects and signaling pathways for the
development of immune deficiencies. The specific nosological units are examined in detail in
the special hfbur of the monograph. The work is well illustrated with clinical cases observed
by the autho} and the staff of the Pediatric Clinic. Dr. Burnusuzov devotes an entire chapter
of his monofgraph to the questions related to the vaccinations of patients with humoral
immune deﬁéciencies, in which the recommendations for individual PIDs are discussed in
detail. A greait personal contribution of the author is also the literature reference, including

750 sources. |
|



6. Reflection of the candldates publications in national and foreign i:terature Dr.
Burnusuzov presents B reference from NACID for citations:

a. citations or reviews in scientific publications, referenced and indexed in wcj?rid-famous
databases with scientific information (Scopus and Web of science) or in monoéraphs and
collective volumes: 6 publications with a total of 24 citations, total IF of citations - 151.031
and h-index 3. !

b. citations in monographs and peer-reviewed collective voiumes — 1 article cited twice.
c. citations or reviews in non-refereed peer-reviewed journals: one article cited once.

Based on publication activity and value of scientific publications, Dr. Burnusuzov \;vas invited
and reviewed 5 articles for Folia Medica journal, and also a member of the editorifal board of
Pediatrics journal. He is a section editor of the Folia Medica and a member of the Specialized

Commission for work with the NHIF. |

Undoubtedly, everything said is a high assessment of the publication activity and value of Dr.
Burnusuzov's scientific publications. '

7. Complex, qualitative evaiuation of the teaching-methodical and teaching ac’iivity, incl.
scientific guidance of students, doctoral students, specialists. Dr. Bur nusuzov actively
participates in training with practical exercises, seminars and selected lectures, examjnatiuns
of medical students, iectures on pediatrics to English-speaking dental students, seminars and
practicals with trainee doctors and specialists, participation in examination committees. He
has co-authored a chapter of a translation study guide and an original team guide from the
Department of Pediatrics and Medical Genetics, which can be used by medica}l students,
interns, and anyone interested in these issues. |

Dr. Burnusuzov is also a lecturer at the MSTC-Plovdiv and participates in the training of
students. With his active support, training was conducted for ail doctors of the pediatric
clinic on the management of emergency situations under the titie "The first 6 houfs".

e A document certifying the leadership of Dr. Burnusuzov in the specialization rn ped atrics

of 1 specialist was presented.

e A report from the Academic Department of MU-Plovdiv was presented éabout Dr.
Burnusuzov's academic workload, which shows that for the vear 2020/2021@E he has a
workload of 1022 hours, which far exceeds that determined for the treatmenté—diagnostic
units activity; 220 hours were registered for scientific activity and another 80 hour%s for extra-
auditory activity, or a total of 1322 hours were recorded for the two academic years.

8. Critical notes and recommendations - | don't have any.

9. General assessment of the applicant's compliance with the minimun;n national
requirements under Art. 2b, para. 2 and 3, respectively, to the requirements specific to the
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Medicai University - Plovdiv, requirements by direction and for units with/without clinical
activity, défined in the Regulations for Academic Development at the Medical University -
Plovdiv. Dr Burnusuzov presents a self-assessment by means of a table according to the
mandatory quantitative scientometric criteria for holding the position of Associated
Professor at MU-Plovdiv. It can be seen that in terms of value, more than the specified
criteria ha\ffe been exceeded - a total score of 2924.13pt, with a required minimum for the
AP“Associafted Professor" of 810 points.

The conc]L;sion of the last attestation commission at the MU-Plovdiv for Dr. Burnusuzov
reads: "Teacher and researcher with great potential for development and with depth in
scientific research.”

130, Personjai impressions. | have known Dr. Burnusuzov since his first day at the Clinic and
the Department. From the very beginning, he made an impression with his exceptional
coilegiality, ability to work in a team and principledness. Diligent in his work, goal-oriented,
knows hovéf to plan and allocate time correctly, which is evidenced by his successful handling
of the numﬁerous commitments he has.

11. ch{;Iusion. The entire activity (scientific-research, diagnostic-therapeutic,
organizatignal-methodical and teaching-teaching) and his publication activity define Dr.
Burnusuzov as an excellent professional, scientist, clinician and university teacher. His
scientific developments are original, thorough and precisely executed. They reveal new
horizons for work in the field of pediatric oncohematology and clinical immunology. The
team of thfe Department of Pediatrics and Medical Genetics, MU-Plovdiv can be proud of the

achievements of their colleague.

Dr. Burnusuzov fully meets all the scientometric criteria for holding AP “Associated
Professor”; This gives me the right, fully convinced, to vote "YES" for the candidacy of Dr.
Hasan Aliev Burnusuzov, MD. - —.
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