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PROF. DR PENKA STEFANOVA - PEEVA, D.M.

HEAD OF THE PEDIATRIC SURGERY CLINIC AT THE UMBAL "ST. GEORGI" -
PLOVDIV AND HEAD OF THE SECTION OF "PEDIATRIC SURGERY" AT THE
DEPARTMENT OF "PROPAEDEUTICS OF SURGICAL DISEASES"

AT THE Medical University - PLOVDIV,

FOR THE ACADEMIC POSITION OF "ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR" IN THE SCIENTIFIC
SPECIALTY "GENERAL SURGERY"//03.01.37

FOR THE NEEDS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF SURGICAL PROPEDEUTICS
OF MEDICAL UNIVERSITY-PLOVDIV,
ANNOUNCED IN THE STATE GAZETTE ISSUE 16 OF 23.02.2024

The competition was announced in State Gazette 16 of 23.02.2024 on the basis of the
Regulations on the Conditions and Procedure for the Acquisition of Scientific Degrees and the
Occupation of Academic Positions and the Law on the Development of Academic Staff in the
Republic of Bulgaria.

The only candidate is Dr. Atanas Batashki. He was born on 24.01.1982 in the town of
Plovdiv. In 2006 he graduated in medicine at Medical University - Plovdiv. He acquired a
specialty in surgery in 2011 and a second specialty - thoracic surgery in 2017. He started
working as a surgeon in 2007 at the Second Clinic of Surgery of the University Hospital "St.
George" in Plovdiv. He started his studies in the first year of his residency at St. George's
Hospital in Plovdiv. In 2008, after successfully passing a competition for assistant professor,
Dr. Batashki was appointed to the Department of Special Surgery of the Medical University of
Plovdiv. In 2016 he was appointed as "Senior Assistant Professor" at the same Department. In
2016, he defended his dissertation for the scientific and educational degree "Doctor" on the
topic.

Dr. Atanas Batashki is a member of the Bulgarian Surgical Society and co-founder of
the Society of Dermatosurgery.

Dr. Batashki has participated in an intrauniversity research project.
He is a member of the editorial board of the magazine "Modern Medical Problems".

He speaks English and Russian.

In the current competition for the post of Associate Professor ~ -. Atanas Batashki is the
only candidate and presents a total of 75 scientific papers, 1 textbook and 1 monograph, as
follows:



L. DISSERTATION

1 . "Dissertation for the degree of Doctor of Science and Education” on the topic: 'Changes in
homeostasis in extensive intestinal resections and approach for correction in the adaptation
period'.

1L TEXTBOOKS, MANUALS AND MONOGRAPHS.

1. "Surgical Diseases" - textbook for medical students, Sofia, 2016.
Chapter "Hernia"
Chapter "Anorectal fistulas"

2. Monograph: "Abdominal pain and nuclear medicine diagnostic possibilities", Sofia,
2019.

III.  SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS IN JOURNALS AND COLLECTIONS
1. Abdominal surgery

Thoracic surgery

Emergency surgery

Coloproctological surgery

Visceral surgery

Purulent-septic surgery

Plastic and reconstructive surgery
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Interdisciplinary problems

Analysis of grouped scientific works
1. TEXTBOOKS, MANUALS AND MONOGRAPHS

Dr. Atanas Batashki has contributed to a textbook for students, trainee doctors and
postgraduate students and has published one monograph of national importance and
contribution to surgery. In the textbook "Surgical Diseases" - chapter "Hernias" all types of
hernias are presented in details, etiopathogenesis, pathoanatomy and complications are
reflected, and treatment is discussed in detail.

In the textbook "Surgical Diseases" in the chapter "Ano-rectal fistulas" Dr. Batashki
presents in details the classification of ano-rectal fistulas. With regards to the sphincteric
apparatus they are: intra-, extra- and trans-sphincteric fistulas. Chronic paraproctitis occurs
most often after acute paraproctitis with subsequent abscess and fistulae.

The monograph "Abdominal Pain and Nuclear Medicine Diagnostic Opportunities” is
dedicated to one of the most dramatic clinical conditions in medical practice, namely abdominal
pain. Very often it manifests itself as the first and crucial symptom of serious and life-



threa ing conditions. This problem is the subject of emergency and oncologic surgery for
rapid and timely diagnosis.

2. THORACIC SURGERY

Dr. Batashki is a fully trained thoracic surgeon and is proficient in every technique
/including VATS/. He has been involved in many research studies on various problems of
thoracic surgery /lung, esophagus, thymus/. Oncologic lung surgery with its various forms and
operations of non-small cell carcinomas, occupies an important place in Dr. Bataski's scientific
works.

He deepened his scientific manifestations in etiological searches of the causes of lung
cancer complications and proposed their solution with prognostic programs based on marker-
molecular studies /1, 3, 4, 7, 11, 13, 14/.

Dr. Batashki demonstrated that partial resection in patients with non-small cell lung
cancer has a lower five-year survival rate compared to anatomic resection.

The author provides a comprehensive analysis of the prognostic values of the expression
of the molecular markers cyclin D1 and P53 in patients with lung cancer.

Dr. Atanas Batashki is practically involved in solving these problems and building a
neo-esophagus, he is looking for the scientific justification for shortening the path to their
realization. He assesses polymorbidity in patients undergoing thoracic surgery, proposing a
system to assess and reduce operative risk and unnecessary surgical interventions. /60, 61, 63,
65/

Dr Batashki discusses the complications of one of the commonly used minimally
invasive techniques in thoracic surgery, namely pleurodesis, and its importance in life-
threatening conditions such as massive pleural effusions.

3. ABDOMINAL SURGERY

Dr. Batashki gives a detailed classification of the complicated forms of colorectal cancer
and also suggests tactics for the treatment of these complicated forms, which is a significant
contribution to surgery. He reflects on his experience in the treatment of colorectal cancer over
a 20-year period, which is considered a confirmatory contribution.

Dr. Batashki covers all types of hernias in the most detail way, and introduces some
methodologies in surgical treatment.

His work on "Tumors in various abdominal organs - stomach, small intestine, colorectal
tumors, pancreatic, hepatic and biliary tumors and synchronous ones, retro-rectal tumors”,
shows in-depth knowledge in various fields of abdominal surgery (22, 58, 59, 62, 64, 67, 68,
69, 70, 72).

4. EMERGENCY SURGERY

The author presents one of the main subsyndromes of acute surgical abdomen -
mesenteric thrombosis and embolism.



Dr. Batashki on the problem "peritonitis" gives a detailed classification, as well as tactics
and management of acute biliary peritonitis and pancreatogenic peritonitis. Dr. Batashki's
scientific research led to the development and justification of numerous practical approaches to
the management of variceal and non-variceal bleeding in the gastrointestinal tract.

Dr. Batashki provides a scientific explanation and practical analysis regarding the
problems of minilaparocholecystectomy or laparoscopic cholecystectomy.

RESEARCH IN THE FIELD OF VIRCULAR AND DERMATOLOGICAL SURGERY
establishes Dr. Batashki as a scientist with very good practical and intellectual potential because
they are based on an interdisciplinary approach with internists, dermatologists and surgeons.

PLASTIC AND RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGERY
Dr. Batashki performs various plastic-reconstructive surgical interventions.

Dr. Atanas Batashki is a well-established Bulgarian scientist with a wealth of practical
experience, which gives him reason to continue to develop as a scientist and surgeon.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Dr. Atanas Batashki's teaching load is above average, ranging from 313 to 373 hours for
the last three academic years.

Dr. Batashki has 42 citations. The cumulative IF is 19,42.
Dr. Atanas Batashki is the head of specialization in Surgery.

Dr. Atanas Batashki is a member of the examination committees for colloquia of
postgraduate students, state examination in Surgery.

Dr. Atanas Batashki is a member of the state commission for acquiring a specialty in
"General Surgery"”

HEALING ACTIVITY

The in-depth theoretical knowledge of Dr. Atanas Batashki, his mastery of all surgical
techniques in the field of abdominal and thoracic surgery establish him as a good specialist with
extensive experience in medical activity at high clinical and academic levels.

CONTRIBUTIONS ACCEPTED

1. Dr. Atanas Batashki has contributed to two textbooks for students, trainee doctors and
postgraduate students with national importance and great contribution to surgery. These two
textbooks are the only textbooks in the country and they have a high didactic character for the
training of undergraduate and postgraduate students.

2. Dr. Batashki demonstrates that partial resection in patients with non-small cell lung
cancer has a lower 5-year survival compared to anatomic resection.

3. The author provides a comprehensive analysis of the prognostic values of the expression
of the molecular markers cyclin D1 and P53 in patients with lung cancer.



4. — 1 watashki discusses the complications of one of the commonly used minimally
invasive techniques in thoracic surgery, namely pleurodesis and its importance in life-
threatening conditions such as massive pleural effusions.

5. The author provides a detailed classification of ano-rectal fistulas and reflects the current
aspects of diagnosis and treatment, which has a significant contribution to surgery.

6. The author offers a detailed classification of peritonitis, which is of national and
international importance and contribution to surgery.

7. The candidate is also dealing with one of the most current problems in thoracic surgery
to date, namely pneumothorax in patients with COVID-19.

8. The author demonstrates that small bowel resections play a leading role in
hypoproteinemias and electrolyte disturbances, but also establishes a significant role of
colectomies in the occurrence of these conditions.

9. For the first time, Dr. Batashki investigated a set of multiple hematological parameters
that have not been investigated in another similar study involving intestinal resections.

CONCLUSION

Taking into account the volume and number of scientific studies, the participation of Dr.
Atanas Batashki in the textbooks "Surgical Diseases" - 2016, 2021 of national importance and
contribution to surgery, as well as the high level of practical training in abdominal and thoracic
surgery, convincingly gives me reason to propose Dr. Atanas Iliev Batashki Ph.D. to be elected
for the Academic Position "Associate Professor” in the Department of "Propedeutics of Surgical
Diseases" of the Medical University of Plovdiv.

28.05.2024 Signed: .........5eemfeene.
Plovdiv prof. P. Stefanova Ph.D.



