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Statement K

from
Associate Professor Elean Ivanov Zanzov, Ph.D.

Head of Department "Propaedeutics of Surgical Jiseases" - MU - Plovdiv /

Head of the "Plastic-Reconstructive and Aesthetic Surgery Clinic" - "St. George"
University hospital - Plovdiv

Regarding a competition for the academic position "Associate Professor" in the
scientific specialty "General Surgery" /03.01.37/ for the needs of the Department
"Propaedeutics of Surgical Diseases" of the Medical University-Plovdiv,
announced in the State Gazette number 16 of 23.02.2024

By decision of the first session (from 10.05.2024) of the scientific jury appointed
by Order No. R-1346/ 29.04.2024, I have been appointed by the MU - Plovdiv to

present a statement.

Dr. Atanas Batashki is the only candidate in the competition for the academic
position "Associate Professor" in general surgery.

Dr. Batashki was born in 1982, he completed his secondary education in 2000,
and his higher education, as a Master of Medicine, in 2006 at the MU-Plovdiv.

His work includes:

- since 2007 - doctor in the Second Clinic of Surgery - "St. George" University
hospital - Plovdiv

- since 2008 until 2016 - assistant in the Department of "Special Surgery", MU-
Plovdiv.

- from 2016 to the present - Chief Assistant at the Department of "Special
Surgery", MU-Plovdiv.

The scientific output of Dr. Batashki can be systematized as fo >ws:

1. A dissertation with an abstract and three publications related to the topic of the
dissertation, which are not the subject of this opinion.

2. Co-authorship in a textbook for students - "Surgical diseases for medical
students" under the guidance of Prof. Dr. N. Yaramov, Ph.D. from "716 and
participation in a monograph - "Abdominal pain and nuclear medicine diagnostic
capabilities" from 2019.



3. Number of publications in scientific collections and magazines - 75.

4. Scientific reports delivered at Congresses, Conferences and Symposia - total -
13 issues, of which one participation is outside the country.

5. Participation in National Scientific Projects - one number.

Dr. Batashki's scientific works are cited for the period 2008-2024, 42 times in
foreign literary sources, and the IF is 19.42.

According to the thematic affiliation, the work of Dr. Batashki can be mainly
divided into two groups. One group in the field of thoracic surgery and the other
group in the field of general surgery.

1. Works in the field of thoracic surgery

In Dr. Batashki‘s publications, various issues in the field of thoracic surgery are
addressed, indicating his diverse interests.

Regarding the problem of selecting the type of pulmonary resection in stage 1A
patients with non-small cell lung cancer, based on statistical analysis, Dr. Batashki
draws conclusions that unequivocally prove that partial resection in these patients
has a lower five-year survival rate compared to anatomical resection. However,
partial resection has a much lower complication rate and may be an appropriate
method of choice for impaired and elderly patients.

Several publications have examined the prognostic value of the expression of
molecular markers for survival in non-small cell lung carcinoma, as well as the
"M" category as a prognostic factor in operated patients with non-small cell lung
cancer.

Complications of performing video-assisted thoracoscopic pleurodesis and its
significance in life-threatening conditions, such as massive pleural effusions, are
discussed.

Experience with patients with pneumothorax due to COVID-19 infection and its
complications is shared, clearly demonstrating Dr. Batashki‘s effort to respond to
current issues in thoracic surgery.

2. Works in the field of general surgery

The author's interests : also very diverse here, ranging from surgery of
gastrointestinal tract organs to dermatological issues requiring surgical



intervention and topics in plastic surgery. Topics from both elective general and
visceral surgery, as well as current issues in emergency surgery, are addressed.

Scientific explanation and practical analysis are provided for issues such as mini-
laparoscopic cholecystectomy or laparoscopic cholecystectomy. Comparative
results show almost identical postoperative risks and complications in emergency
and elective gallbladder surgeries. The problems of non-variceal bleeding in
emergency patients lead him to seek out the risk factors causing it and to apply
laparoscopic techniques—first for their diagnosis and then, if possible, for
definitive surgical intervention.

Inflammatory changes in the abdominal cavity of various organs, causing
peritonitis, are also studied by Dr. Batashki, using either traditional surgical
methods or laparoscopic techniques. The author proposes approaches, tactics, and
treatments after appropriate diagnosis to significantly reduce postoperative
complications and achieve good surgical outcomes.

Summarizing Dr. Batashki's scientific work, we can assert that he successfully
combines the qualities of a researcher, implementer, and promoter of scientific
achievements in the field of general and thoracic surgery.

Evaluating the candidate's pedagogical training and teaching activities, from the
presented report on his teaching work over the past three years, we gain an
understanding of his workload:

- Educational 2020/2021year- total 373 h.
- Educational 2021/2022 year- total 323 h.

- Educational 2022/2023 year- total 313 h., With a teaching load norm for non-
habilitated lecturers of 200 hours,

Dr. Batashki has two recognized specialties—general surgery since 2013 and
thoracic surgery since 2017. In 2009, he completed a Master's degree in Health
Management at the Faculty of Public Health, Medical University of Plovdiv. He
has completed the following courses and specializations:

2006: Professional qualification in "Quality Management Systems" at the
Technical University of Varna.

2013: Course on "Surgical Implantation of a Catheter for Peritoneal Dialysis" in
Maribor, Slovenia.

2017: Obtained certification in "Ultrasound Diagnostics."



Dr. Batashki is a member of t  Bulgarian Surgical Society, a founding member
of the Bulgarian Society of Dermatologic Surgery, and a member of the Editorial
Board of the journal "Contemporary Medical Issues."

CONCLUSION:

Dr. Batashki has a total of 17 years of professional experience, all dedicated to
general and thoracic surgery. He has been a lecturer since 2008 in the Department
of Special Surgery at the Faculty of Medicine, Medical University of Plovdiv. In
2013, he obtained a specialty in surgery, and in 2017, a specialty in thoracic
surgery. He successfully defended his dissertation in 2016. Dr. Batashki is an
established and experienced surgeon with a wide range of interests and
capabilities, demonstrating proficiency in numerous surgical techniques in both
thoracic and general surgery. He also has significant teaching experience. All of
this gives me grounds to recommend to the esteemed members of the current
academic committee to vote positively for awarding the academic position of
“Associate Professor” to Dr. Atanas Iliev Batashki
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