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THE MEDICAL UNIVERSITY OF PLOVDIV

The Medical University of Plovdiv is a state university accredited by the National Evaluation
and Accreditation Agency. Founded in 1945, MU-Plovdiv has trained over 37 700 local and
foreign students from 65 countries in Europe, Asia, America, and Africa. Today most of the
alumni are respected competent physicians and dentists or eminent healthcare
professionals and scientists in their home countries and all over the world. They remain
connected professionally and emotionally to their colleagues and teachers. Their Alma
Mater and the city of Plovdiv occupy an important place in their lives, and they reveal this
commitment on every occasion possible.

MU-Plovdiv is a member of the European University Association. It has been granted the
Erasmus University Charter ensuring participation in international educational projects and
programmes of the European Union, which guarantees quality training and student and
teacher mobility for integration into European structures. MU-Plovdiv is certified as meeting
the requirements of 150 9001:2015 in educational activities.
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For six consecutive years, from 2018 to 2023, the Medical University of Plovdiv has secured
the top position in the field of "Medicine" in the Rating System of Higher Education
Institutions in Bulgaria. This prestigious ranking system evaluates 100 indicators,
encompassing aspects such as the quality of student training, the learning process,
learning environment, social and administrative services, research, prestige, labor market
performance, income, and regional importance.

The Medical University of Plovdiv achieved first place in two categories at the XIl Annual
National Awards for Safety and Health at Work 2021: "Large enterprises with over 250
employees" Group 3, economic activity "Education” and "Enterprise that invested the most
financial resources to improve safe and healthy working conditions".
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STRUCTURE OF THE MEDICAL UNIVERSITY OF PLOVDIV

e Faculty of Medicine o Faculty of Public Health
e Faculty of Dental Medicine * Medical College
e Faculty of Pharmacy « Department of Languages and Specialised Training

Currently, over 6500 students are enrolled in the specialities of Medicine, Dental Medicine,
Pharmacy, and Public Health at MU-Plovdiv. The university also provides training for PhD
students and medical professionals. All programs offered at MU-Plovdiv adhere to the Unified
State Requirements for the Acquisition of Higher Education.

Furthermore, the harmonisation of curricula and syllabi with European universities ensures
the introduction of the European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS), facilitates
mutual recognition of curricula, and enhances student mobility. The development of new
syllabi is closely linked to the integration of e-learning and interactive methods into the
training process.

Moreover, MU-Plovdiv boasts all the theoretical, preclinical, and clinical departments
required by modern international standards.

We take pride in our state-of-the-art equipment for diagnostics, treatment, research, and
training of medical, dental, and other health professionals. Clinical training is conducted at
six university hospitals: St. George Hospital, Kaspela, Pulmed, Eurohospital, Plovdiv and Selena.

Various forms of training are employed, including lecture courses, laboratory classes,
tutorials, clinical groups, and bedside work. We encourage tailored study and practice based
on students' interests and future professional aspirations. Since 2007, the diplomas issued by
MU-Plovdiv have been recognised by all member countries of the EU and the EEA.



ACADEMIC STAFF

« 205 professors and associate professors
« 660 assistant professors

All members of the academic staff possess profound professional knowledge, extensive
scientific achievements, and significant teaching experience. They are esteemed members of
international medical organisations and actively contribute to national and international
research teams, dedicated to advancing both science and medical education.

Therefore, our students can benefit not only from our high-tech equipment but also from the
expertise of our distinguished professors, who possess specialised knowledge and skills.

HLALLEAG | AN I E ARSI TR STk

B 0 T W A RS- ) B ] B i B

HAYKA W MNAOQOCT
KOH®EPEHLIWA

SCIENCE AND YOUTH
CONFERENCE

2023

HAYYHE QOKNAIA
SCIENTIFIC REPORTS

Mlucwgpetn, (i
Pilaweliv, april

27-23, 2023




TRAINING AT THE MEDICAL UNIVERSITY OF PLOVDIV

Master's Degree programmes (after secondary school): Training in Bulgarian and English

» Medicine — 10 semesters, followed by a 12-month period of clinical rotations and clinical clerkship;

« Dental Medicine — 10 semesters, followed by a 9-month clerkship;

« Pharmacy — 9 semesters, followed by a 6-month clerkship.

Master's Degree programmes (post-Bachelor): Training in Bulgarian

« Healthcare Management: 2 or 3 semesters.

« Medical and Social Activities and Public Health Management: 3 semesters.

« Public Health and Health Management: 2 semesters.

« Rehabilitation, Wellness and SPA: 2 or 4 semesters.

« Medical Speech and Language Pathology: 2 or 4 semesters.

Bachelor's Degree programmes: Training in Bulgarian

« Nursing — 6 semesters, followed by 2 semesters of clerkship;

« Midwifery — 6 semesters, followed by 2 semesters of clerkship;

« Physician Assistant — 6 semesters, followed by 2 semesters of clerkship;

« Healthcare Management — 5 semesters.

Professional Bachelor's Degree programmes: Training in Bulgarian

» Medical Laboratory Technician, X-Ray Laboratory Technician, Assistant Pharmacist, Physiotherapist,
Dental Technician, Public Health Inspector, Nutrition and Food Safety Inspector and Medical Cosmetics —
6 semesters.

Postgraduate Training:

« PhD programmes for the educational and scientific degree of Doctor of Philosophy: Three years:
full-time or individual plan course, concluding with the submission and defense of a PhD thesis.

« Postgraduate Study in all medical specialties: 3-5 years full-time training ending with a State
Examination; training conducted in Bulgarian language.

« Lifelong learning — short-term sessions covering topics of interest, highly specialised medica
techniques, and new methods.

The Medical University of Plovdiv offers a one-year preparatory course in Bulgariap£of specialties with

Bulgarian as the language of instruction in the Department of Languages.andSpecialised Training. The
Department-also offers a preparatory course in English.



RESEARCH AT THE MEDICAL UNIVERSITY OF PLOVDIV

The Vice-Rector of Science and Research oversees and administers research activities at MU-Plovdiv. This
role is backed by the Council of Science and Research, scientific officers, experts, and auxiliary units that
provide information, materials, and technological support.

The wide range of nearly 70 doctoral programmes presents outstanding opportunities for research in the
fields of medicine, dental medicine, pharmacy, and public health. The PhD programmes at the Faculty of
Medicine holds the distinction of being the largest at MU-Plovdiv. As one of the first nationally established
doctoral schools, it organises and coordinates research teams, provides training activities for doctoral
candidates, and prepares them for their professional careers.

The scientific community at the University benefits from access to numerous research and innovation
centers covering a wide range of areas aimed at advancing medical knowledge. These centers engage in
interdisciplinary collaboration, utilise cutting-edge technology, and emphasise both fundamental and
clinical research. Collaboration, innovation, and a dedication to translating research findings into clinical
practice are core to the mission of these institutions. The recently renovated Vivarium provides additional
facilities for experimental and preclinical research.

The primary platform for disseminating and gaining global recognition for original research outcomes and
advanced scientific findings is the University Journal - Folia Medica, indexed in Scopus. Additionally, the
Youth Scientific Association provides support to young scientists, undergraduate, and graduate students.
They are strongly encouraged to engage in research teams and ongoing projects across all University
departments. Annual events such as "Youth and Science” and "Days of Medical Science" showcase the
latest achievements in research by young scientists, which are subsequently published in special editions.
e University offers numerous opportunities for financial support of scientific research as well as
enhangcing scientific visibility.

The Sciefee and Research Department is dedicated to providing research training and practical experience
for students enalled in the University's Master's programmes, as well as offering advanced study
opportunities for PhDtandidates. Understanding the research process and developing the associated skills
are becoming increasingly vitarferhealthcare specialists in the evidence-based and continuallyevoiVing

field of medicine.
Dedicated to humanity



INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND F..OREIGN STUDENTS

The International Relations activities of the Medical University of Plovdiv are overseen by the International
Relations and Foreign Students Department.

MU-Plovdiv has signed over 150 academic agreements, Memorandums of Understanding, and inter-institutional
agreements within the Erasmus+- Programme, with universities from both Member States of the European Union
and non-EU Programme Countries. Additionally, MU- Plovdiv is @ member of more than 15 international
academic organisations and networks. Through programs like Erasmus+, OMI, CEEPUS, and Fulbright, both
students and academic staff have diverse opportunities for exchange mobility. Additionally, internal procedures
support their involvement in research initiatives abroad.

The International Relations and Foreign Students Department collaborates closely with representatives of
student organizations at MU-Plovdiv to actively organise various social and information days. These events
include AIDS Information days, Erasmus+ Days, as well as informative initiatives and campaigns commemorating
World and European days focusing on various social and health-related global issues.

The International Relations and Foreign Students Department also focuses on developing an institutional
strategy for the cultural and academic inclusion and integration of foreign and Bulgarian students within the
University and in the city of Plovdiv.

PROJECT ACTIVITY DEPARTMENT

The Project Activity Department oversees the coordination of activities for the execution of international,
national, and inter-institutional projects and programmes. Project activity offers a platform for exchanging good
practices, enhancing capacity, and fostering productive collaboration with higher education institutions and
organisations both domestically and internationally. The aim is to accomplish the educational and scientific
research objectives of the Medical University of Plovdiv.

Successfully executed scientific research projects, such as PERIMED and the National University Complex for
Biomedical and Translational Research (BBMRI-BG), along with innovation projects like HOPE and Affirmo, as well
as educational and socially impactful initiatives such as European Researchers' Night and Well@school,
significantly contribute to the achievement of the strategic goals of the Medical University of Plovdiv.

More than 80 projects have been implemented through national funding, the European Cohesion Fund, Horizon
Europe, Erasmus+ Key Activity 2, as well as other financial support programmes. The Project Activity Department
actively engages in estabhshmg and sustalnmg a network of potentlal partners to facilitate the participation of




MEDICAL SIMULATION TRAINING CENTER
The Medical Simulation Training Center (MSTC) at MU-Plovdiv stands as the largest and most state-of-the-art
medical training center in Bulgaria. It represents an innovative educational facility offering opportunities for
cultivating a diverse range of competencies and honing practical skills among students, residents, and specialists
across various medical specialties, all without posing any risk to patients. The center holds the highest form of
accreditation from the American College of Surgery (ACS) and is recognised as a "Comprehensive Education Center,"
with re-accreditation in 2023.

The mission of MSTC is to enhance the effectiveness of the educational process and elevate the level of professional
and practical skills among medical professionals by equipping them with simulation technologies. This approach
ensures a safe and effective transition to medical activities in real conditions. Additionally, MSTC aims to provide
continuous professional training for medical personnel on modern algorithms and maintain a high standard of
medical practice.

The simulation center is equipped with a diverse array of apparatus, ranging from task simulators designed to master
everyday procedures and manipulations, to state-of-the-art high-tech mannequins. Furthermore, it offers
cutting-edge surgical simulators with virtual reality capabilities, crucial for improving clinical thinking and
decision-making skills.

The exceptional facilities at MSTC draw specialists from around the globe. Scientific events, forums, and postgraduate
qualification courses are organised under the guidance of specially certified instructors from both within the country
and abroad.

PHARMA SIM CENTER
PharmaSim(enter, situated within the Faculty of Pharmacy, serves as a simulation training hub comprising two
dedicated teaching laboratories: the Pharmacy SimLab and the Pharmacy SkillsLab. The SimLab offers a hybrid
Mmacy simul i




¢ THE DEPARTMENT OF LANGUAGES AND SPECJALISED TRAINING —_—
The Department of Languages and Specialised Training conducts training in Latin, Bulyagian, modern European languages,
physical education, and sports for both Bulgarian and foreign students across the four facultiesgf the Medical University of
Plovdiv and the Medical College.
The Department comprises several sections: the Bulgarian Language Section, the Foreign Languages Section, the Natural
Science Section, and the Physical Education and Sports Section.
The Bulgarian Language Section offers comprehensive general and medical Bulgarian language training for all foreign
students, postgraduate candidates, as well as postgraduate and doctoral students across all specialties of the Medical
University of Plovdiv and the Medical College. This training extends to students from European universities participating,in
the Erasmus+ programme. All courses are tailored to meet modern European standards and are specifically designed tb
accommodate the specialties in which students are enrolled. The primary goal is to equip students with the necessary
knowledge and skills for effective communication in Bulgarian, both in everyday interactions and professional settings.
Additionally, the training focuses on enabling students to proficiently navigate specialised literature. In addition to the
mandatory Bulgarian language courses, the Section also offers various free elective courses, catering to the diverse interests
of students.
The Foreign Languages Section coordinates foreign language training for students and postgraduates across all specialties
of the Medical University of Plovdiv. The section provides training in Latin as well as modern European languages such as
English, German, and French.
Latin language training aims to familiarise students with the essential grammatical and lexical elements, forming the
fundamental micro-language within the medical sciences. This proficiency is crucial for accurately comprehending, reading,
and writing diagnoses and prescriptions. Moreover, it enables students to decode and understand complex terminology
encountered in clinical pathology and practice.
Modern foreign language training is aimed at equipping students with the knowledge and skills necessary to proficiently
utilise a foreign language in both professional communication and academic settings. The courses encompass specialised
language training in medical terminology, translation, and communication, available to students across all specialties.
Furthermore, the section offers elective courses in modern languages such as English, French, German, ltalian, Greek,
Korean, and others. These elective courses are available throughout the course of study and are differentiated by language
level and intensity to accommodate the varying needs and preferences of students.
The Department provides a one-year preparatory course in Bulgarian and English tailored for foreign students. During this
preparatory year, students receive instruction in both Bulgarian and English languages, alongside natural science subjects
including biology, chemistry, and physics.

LIBRARY AND INFORMATION CENTER

The Library and Information Center consists of one Main library and four branch libraries, collectively housing over 183,800
items including books, periodicals, and theses relevant to medicine, dental medicine, pharmacy, public healflf, and
healthcare. Among these resources, more than 8,000 are accessible online, including journals, books, and protetols from
licensed databases, providing users with reliable and up-to-date information for both online and in-person ledrning.
Offering a variety of study spaces, the library features reading rooms, computer labs, dedicated rooms fop,PhD students, and
group study areas. Spread across an area of 1,737 square meters, the library accommodates 375 usér seats, including 75
equipped with computers. Wireless internet access is available throughout the premises, and uséfs can freely access a range
of subscription-based resources to support their academic studies.

urthermore, the Library and Information Center reqularly hosts teaching sessions and webinars, focusing on essential
competemciessich as database searching and referencing, for studeats;PhD students, and lecturers. Beyond its educational
activities, the library also organises-eutturat-eventsand exhibitions, fostering a welcoming and vibrant environment where
academia and friendship intersect.




STUDENT SERVICE DEPARTMENT
The Student Service Department organises the University admission procedure and supervises the registration and the
administrative services provided to the applicants and the students by the Registrar's offices in the faculties.

CAREER DEVELOPMENT CENTRE
The University Career Development Centre assists and encourages students and alumni in their career development by
facilitating communication between students and employers. The Career Centre is a decisive factor for the professional
orientation of students and their successful career.

STUDENTS WELCOME AND INFORMATION CENTRE
The University Information Welcome Centre provides assistance to the newly admitted international students. It
facilitates the process of orientation and adaptation to living in Bulgaria and to the rules and requlations of the
University. The centre provides cooperation and communication with the student organisations, international student
associations and the Bulgarian Student Council and organises open days for Bulgarian and international students
throughout the year giving an insight into what it is really like to study at MU-Plovdiv.
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STUDENT DORMITORIES AND CANTEENS
The university student dormitories offering over 1500 beds provide accommodation to students in double and en suite rooms,
comfortably furnished and equipped with web access. There are several canteens on the main University campus, in the Faculty
of Dental Medicine and in the student dormitories.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND SPORT SECTION
The Section of Physical Education and Sport conducts training in physical education and sports for students of all specialties of
the Medical University of Plovdiv. The students can choose between football, basketball, volleyball, tennis, table tennis, fitness,
aerobics, cricket, and the activities are tailored to the curricula of the different majors. The main priorities in the lecturers' activity
in the Section are the formation of a system of sports competences and habits, the increase of the students' motor skills and the
development of a complex of special skills necessary in their daily and sports activity.
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RECTOR

Prof. Angel Uchikov, MD, PhD, DMSc
Phone: +359 32 200 508

E-mail: rector@mu-plovdiv.bg

Vice-Rector of Educational Activities
Prof. Veselina Goranova-Marinova, MD, PhD
Phone: +359 32 200 708

E-mail: vice_rector_ea@mu-plovdiv.bg

Vice-Rector of Science and Research Activities
Prof. Mariya Tokmakova, MD, PhD

Phone: +359 32 200 530

E-mail: vice_rector_ra@mu-plovdiv.bg

Vice-Rector of International Cooperation
and International Students

Prof. Neshka Manchorova, DMD, PhD, DMSc
Phone: +359 32 200 548

E-mail: vice_rector_ic@mu-plovdiv.bg

Vice-Rector of Quality Management and Accreditation
Assoc. Prof. Veselina Kondeva-Glavinkova, DMD, PhD
Phone: +359 32 200 547

E-mail: vice_rector_g@mu-plovdiv.bg

Vice-Rector of Project Activities
Prof. Nikoleta Traykova, MD, PhD
Phone: +359 32 200 506

E-mail: vice_rector_pa@mu-plovdiv.bg

Vice-Rector of University-Hospital Coordination
Prof. Rossen Dimov, MD, PhD

Phone: +359 32 200 547

E-mail: vice_rector_uhc@mu-plovdiv.bg

Vice-Rector of Postgraduate Education
Prof. Silvia Tsvetkova-Trichkova, MD, PhD
Phone.: +359 32 200 722

E-mail: vice_rector_pge@mu-plovdiv.bg

Faculty of Medicine

Dean: Prof. Mariela Geneva-Popova, MD, PhD
Phone: +35932 200 715

E-mail: dean@mf.mu-plovdiv.bg

Faculty of Dental Medicine

Dean: Prof. Angelina Vlahova, DMD, PhD
Phone: +359 32 200 800

E-mail: dean@fdm.mu-plovdiv.bg

Faculty of Pharmacy

Dean: Assoc. Prof. Kalin Ivanov, MPharm, PhD
Phone: +359 32 200 750, +359 32 200 751

E-mail: dean@ff. mu-plovdiv.bg

Faculty of Public Health

Dean: Prof. Maria Semerdjieva, MD, PhD
Phone: +359 32 200 781

E-mail: dean@fph.mu-plovdiv.bg

Medical College

Director: Assoc. Prof. Maria Bozhkova, MD
Phone: +359 32 200 901

E-mail: director@mc.mu-plovdiv.bg

Department of Languages

and Specialised Training

Director: Assoc. Prof. Dimitar Mirchev, PhD
Phone: +359 32 200 646

E-mail: dimitar.mirchev@mu-plovdiv.bg

Educational Activities Department
Head: Grozdanka Genova-Pevicharova
Phone: +359 32 200 706

E-mail: nuo@mu-plovdiv.bg



PLOVDIV

Plovdiv, the second largest city in Bulgaria, with a population of about 400,000 residents, holds a central position in the Southern
part of the country. Famous as the oldest living European city, Plovdiv boasts a rich cultural heritage dating back to Greek, Roman,
and Byzantine times.

Distinguished as the cultural capital of Bulgaria, Plovdiv has numerous theaters and operas, and hosts art festivals throughout
the year. Some of these events unfold in the city's two ancient amphitheaters, unearthed by chance in the sixties. Art flourishes
in Plovdiv, evident in its numerous galleries and studios.

The city is home to eight universities, attracting young people from across Bulgaria and around the world. Accessing Plovdiv is
convenient, with Plovdiv Airport offering flights to and from the UK, and Sofia International Airport, just an hour and a half away,
providing connections worldwide. Moreover, Plovdiv boasts excellent connectivity to all parts of Bulgaria via well-established
bus and train systems.

Exploring the surrounding areas is a popular pastime, with day trips to the nearby Rhodope Mountain being a favourite activity
among ktcafs and tourists alike. The nearby mountains are especially famous for their breathtaking scene ry, fresh air, and
illages, where hospitable locals offer dehcmus cuisine and comfortab!e accommodation.
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