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OPINION
by Prof. Dobromir Dimitrov Dimitrov, MD, PhD

Department of Propaedeutics of Surgical Diseases,
Faculty of Medicine of Medical University - Pleven,

Rector of Medical University - Pleven

| present this opinion in my capacity as a member of the Scientific Jury for the
assessment procedure of the applicant Chief assistant Gancho Georgiev Kostov, MD,
PhD according to the approved proposal of the Faculty Council of the Faculty of
Medicine of Medical University - Plovdiv (Protocol No. 6 of 26.06.2024), Order No. P-
2302/03.07.2024 of the Vice-Rector of Science and Research Activities of the Medical
University - Plovdiv and decision at the first in absentia meeting of the Scientific Jury.

To participate in the announced competition, one applicant submitted
documents and was admitied — Chief assistant Gancho Georgiev Kostov, MD, PhD.

The terms for holding the competition and the procedure are in accordance with
the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria Act, the
Regulations for the Implementation of the Development of the Academic Staff in the
Republic of Bulgaria Act, the Rules of structure and operations of MU-Plovdiv and the
Regulations for the Development of the Academic Staff of the Medical University -
Plovdiv.

On time and in accordance with the law, | received the documents of chief
assistant Gancho Georgiev Kostov, MD, PhD, in paper and electronic format, which
are fully compliant with the above-mentioned regulatory documents.

1. Biographical data and professional development

Chief Assistant Gancho Georgiev Kostov, MD, PhD was born on 26.04.1980 in
Stara Zagora. He graduated medicine at the Medical University - Plovdiv with an
educational and qualification degree "master” in the specialty "Medicine" acquired in
2006, diploma No. 12922/20.10.2008. In 2014 he acquired a specialty in surgery,
certificate with reg. No. 018113/25.02.2014.

From 2007 to 2008, he worked as a resident in the Department of
Anesthesiology and Resuscitation, District hospital of Kazanlak. From 2008 to 2013,
he worked as a resident doctor in the Third Surgery Clinic of University Multiprofile
Hospital for Active Treatment "Sveti Georgi" EAD, Plovdiv. Since 2014, he has been a
resident at University Multiprofile Hospital for Active Treatment "Kaspela" EQOD,
Plovdiv.

Dr. Kostov's academic career began in 2017 as a part-time assistant at the
Department of Special Surgery of the Medical University of Plovdiv. From 2022, he
has held the academic position of "Chief Assistant" at the same department. In 2020,



he successfully defended his dissertation on "Protective ileostomy after low anterior
rectal resection” and obtained the educational and scientific degree "Doctor”.

He is fluent in written and spoken English.

Recognition of Dr. Kostov's professional qualities is his membership in
prestigious scientific societies and organizations - Bulgarian Medical Association,
Bulgarian Surgical Society, Bulgarian Association of Minimally Invasive and Robotic
Surgery, Youth Scientific Association “Asclepius”.

He participated in the following post-graduate courses in the country and
abroad: Laparoscopic surgery of the gastrointestinal tract, University Multiprofile
Hospital for Active Treatment (UMHAT) "Kaspela" - Plovdiv, 10.2012; Laparoscopic
surgery course, UMHAT "Kaspela" - Plovdiv, 04.2013; Course in Ultrasound-Assisted
Liver Surgery, University Hospital Humanitas Milano, Milan, Italy, 06.2014; Endocrine
surgery course, UMHAT "Kaspela" - Plovdiv, 10.2014; "Mammary gland surgery in
malignant diseases" Workshop, Istanbul, Turkey, 10.2014; Ultrasound course level |,
MU-Plovdiv, 10.2017; Liver surgery course, Military Medical Academy, Sofia,
11.2017; Pancreatic surgery course, Military Medical Academy, Sofia, 11.2017;
Abdominal ultrasound course level 1l, MU-Plovdiv, 11.2018; Laparoscopic Adrenal
Surgery Course, Kliniken Essen-Mitte, Essen, Germany, 05/2019; Da Vinci Robotic
Surgery Course-first assistant, Barcelona, 12.2020; North Greece Robotic Surgical
Society workshop, 04.2022; Training as Intuitive's technology training program
covering the components and use of the da Vinci® system, instruments, and
accessories, Console surgeon, Berlin, Germany, 09.2023.

2. Research activity of the applicant and scientometric indicators

In the current competition, Gancho Georgiev Kostov, MD, PhD participated with
a habilitation thesis in the form of a monograph and 56 actual publications. The
publications are distributed as follows: 25 publications in English, 9 of them with IF,
and 31 publications in Bulgarian. Dr. Kostov is the first or independent author of 35 of
the presented scientific works. The total IF of actual publications is 22.45, and the
number of citations in scientific publications referenced and indexed in the world-
renowned scientific information databases Scopus and Web of Science is 39. One of
the scientific works is cited in a peer-reviewed collective volume.

Dr. Kostov's scientific works are up-to-date, of great scientific interest and
practical contribution. The main directions that determine the essence of the
applicant’s scientific studies are in the field of oncosurgery, robotic and minimally
invasive surgery. In this field, scientific and theoretical contributions of an original and
confirmatory nature, and a number of contributions of a scientific and applied nature
have been achieved.

Dr. Gancho Kostov has participated in two research projects that are closely
related to his research activity. A pilot study on the role of the epitranscriptome and
the N6-adenosine-methylation complex in colorectal carcinoma tumorigenesis, Project



No. Ar14r-10/2018 and "A Pilot Personalized Transcriptional and Mutational Analysis
in Colorectal Carcinoma", Project No.HO-02/2013.

The author's report on the fulfillment of the national requirements for the
occupation of the academic position "Associate Professor” according to the
requirements specified in the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of
Bulgaria Act, the Regulations for the Implementation of the Development of the
Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria Act and the Regulations for Academic
Development at MU-Plovdiv, proves 1677.8 points from all scientometric indicators,
which exceeds the set minimum national requirements (tabl. 1).

Table 1. Minimum required points by groups of indicators for the academic position

"Associate Professor”

Group of Associafe Points of chief assistant
oup Indicator Profe.sor | Ganck~ =~nrgiev Kostov,
Indicators -
{points) PhD

A Indicator 1 50 50

B Indicator 2 - -

C Indicator 3 or 4 100 100

D Amount of indicators from 5to 9 200 832.8

E Amount of indicators from 10 to 12 50 595

F Amount of indicators from 13 to the ) 100

end
Total number of points 400 1677.8

3. Academic and teaching activity of the applicant

The applicant’'s academic and teaching activities meet modern standards and
curricula. It can be seen that Dr. Kostov is involved in both English language training
and Bulgarian language training of students and interns. According to the official
certificate issued, the average study load of Dr. Kostov for the last three academic
years is 234 hours.

Conclusion

The applicant in the competition is a doctor-specialist in general surgery and a
scientist with an emphasis on modern trends in clinical practice. The documents
presented by Dr. Kostov are in full compliance with the requirements of the
Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria Act, the Regulations
for its Implementation and the Regulations for Academic Development at MU-Plovdiv.

In my capacity as a member of the Scientific Jury for the announced competition
for the procedure for occupying the academic position "Associate Professor” in
General Surgery at the Medical University of Plovdiv, | give a positive opinion to the
applicant and suggest that the respected members of the Scientific Jury give a




positive assessment to Chief assistant Gancho Georgiev Kostov, MD, PhD to occupy
the academic position "Associate Professor" in General Surgery at the Department of
Special Surgery for the neads of the Medical simulation training center - Plovdiv.

Date: 26.07.2024 The opinion was prepa it
Prof. Dobromir D , PhD



