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STATEMENT

by Professor Slavi Dimitrov Delchev, MD, PhD
Department of Anatomy, Histology and Embryology,
Faculty of Medicine, Medical University — Plovdiv
elected member of the scientific jury

Regarding: Conducting a procedure for the selection of a "Professor" in the area of
higher education 7. Health care and sports, professional direction 7.1. Medicine, scientific
specialty "Forensic medicine", announced in SG no. 47/04.06.2024, for the needs of the
Department of "Forensic Medicine and Deontology" at the MU - Plovdiv.

1. General presentation of the procedure and the candidate

In the competition for 'Professor', announced in the State Gazette, no. 47/04.06.2024 and
on the website of the Medical University - Plovdiv, for the needs of the " Forensic Medicine
and Deontology " department at the Medical Faculty, submitted documents as the only
candidate, Associate Professor Pavel Todorov Timonov, MD, PhD.

The set of materials presented to me by Associate Professor Timonov in electronic format
is in accordance with the requirements of ZRASRB and the Regulation for occupying the
academic position "Professor” of the Medical University - Plovdiv.

The candidate has submitted a total of 40 scientific publications, of which 25 are in
scientific journals, referenced and indexed in Scopus and/or Web of science; textbook "Forensic
pathology"; documents for participation in 3 research projects, reference for 87 citations,
certificates of membership in scientific organizations, declarations of credibility. The
distribution of scientific works according to relevant headings is presented below.

The documents submitted by the candidate are comprehensive and correctly arranged,
without any objections to their authenticity.

Biographical data of the candidate

The candidate Associate Professor Pavel Timonov completed his higher education as a
Master of Medicine at the Faculty of Medicine of the Medical University - Plovdiv in 2002. In
the period 2002 - 2006 he worked as a resident physician in the CSMP in Pazardzhik and
Plovdiv, and from 2006 to 2008 is a resident doctor at the clinic for infectious diseases of
UMBAL "St. Georgi" EAD Plovdiv. In 2008, he started working as an assistant in the
Department of Forensic Medicine and Deontology of the Medical University of Plovdiv. In
2013, he acquired the specialty "Forensic medicine" and from 2014 to 2018 he was the chief
assistant. After defending a dissertation on the topic: "Determination of gender by femur in the
Bulgarian population" in 2014, he acquired ESD "Doctor" in Forensic medi ~ :. Since 2018,
he has been elected as an associate professor at the same department, and since 2024, he has
also been the Head of the Department. In 2015, Associate Professor Timonov obtained the
Master's degree in Public Health and Health Management. From 2020 to the present, he is the



Head of the Unit of Forensic medicine at "St. George" UMBAL - Plovdiv. Currently, he holds
the position of Deputy Dean for Foreign ...udents at the FM of the MU - Plovdiv.

The candidate is a member of the State Examination commission in Forensic medicine
and deontology from 2021, is a member of an expert group at NAOA for program accreditation
of doctoral programs, is a member of the Commission for projects in the field of applied
research aimed at innovation or intellectual property in MU - Plovdiv. He is fluent in English
and French, which he successfully applies in his research and teaching work. He participated in
a number of training courses - Bone and dental histology, Cell and molecular medicine, Tissue
recovery training, FASE-Virtual anthropology and others.

2. General characteristics of the candidate's activity

Associate Professor Pavel Timonov has a long-term teaching experience in the specialty
of Forensic Medicine, as well as in Anatomy, Histology and Cytology at the FM of the MU -
Plovdiv. From the attached report it is clear that his average annual workload for the last 3 years
is between 797.6 and 1249.2 hours (auditory and non-auditory), which significantly exceeds
the required minimum. The candidate conducts classes in Bulgarian and English on mandatory
disciplines for the study of medicine and dentistry. During the period after assuming the
position of "Associate Professor”, the candidate was the supervisor of two doctoral students
who successfully defended theses for the ESD "Doctor" and of three specialists in forensic
medicine. His latest attestation grade for 2019 is “Very good’.

Evaluation of the scientific and scientific-applied activity of the candidate

A total of 40 articles were submitted by the candidate for participation in the competition.
The articles can be distributed by importance as follows: in indexed journals in world-famous
databases - 25 issues; articles in journals with an Impact Factor — 13, with a total IF of the
publications — 10.824; publications in non-refereed journals — 15 issues; by place of publication:
1 publication in Australian Journal of Forensic Sciences (JIF=1.522), 1 in Journal of Forensic
and Legal Medicine (IF=1.302), 1 publication in Turkish Journal of Emergency Medicine, 4
are in "Comp Rend Acad Bulg Sci' (IF=0.3), 6 in 'Cureus' (JF=1.0), 1 publication in Reports
(IF=0.8), 1 in Folia medica. Of the works presented, 10 publications (in editions referenced and
indexed in Scopus and/or Web of Science) are about "Habilitation work in the form of scientific
publications”. In 9 of the publications, Associate Professor Timonov is the first author. The
candidate has a Scopus h-index = 4.

Associate Professor Timonov is the "Head of the Scientific and Innovation Council of
PSNIIR NKPD 1223 7009" funded by the EU from 04.2024, he is involved in 2 national
projects at the Scientific Research Fund. Also attached are documents certifying mobility for
teaching under the Erasmus+ program.

The candidate is a member of BAFS (Balkan Academy of Forensic Sciences), IALM
(International Academy of Legal Medicine), FASE (Forensic Anthropology Society of Europe),
is a member of the Management Board of the BAS, the Bulgarian Medical Union and the Union
of Scientists in Bulgaria.

The candidate has fulfilled all and exceeded most of the required criteria of the Medical
Faculty at the Medical University - Plovdiv for holding the academic position "Professor".



Contributions (scientific, scientific-applied, applied) and citations

Associate Professor Pavel Timonov has many years of experience in the field of forensic
science. His scientific pursuits are wide-ranging. His studies are focused on forensic
traumatology and disabilities, forensic radiology - for the first time in Bulgaria a case of virtual
autopsy was reported, forensic trasology and toxicology, mechanical asphyxia, deontology.
There are studies and articles on the clinical aspect of anatomical variations. A significant part
of his publications is in the field of forensic anthropology, and there are also many
interdisciplinary studies with genetics, surgery, infectious diseases, etc. This type of research is
labor-intensive and responsible, requiring good collaboration, data processing, in-depth case
analysis and discussion.

The candidate's participation in scientific projects, thematically related to the studied
areas, is indicative of his professional qualities.

The presented reference for citations completes the impression of the candidate — 87, with
58 citations being in scientific publications, referenced and indexed in Scopus and/or Web of
Science. The cited citations are entirely on the scientific issues developed by the candidate.

3. Critical remarks and recommendations

I have no objections to the scientific works and materials presented by the candidate.

The field of scientific interests of Associate Professor Pavel Timonov is entirely focused
on forensic medicine, pathology and morphology in the norm, which gives an excellent
perspective for the further development and expansion of his scientific research.

CONCLUSION

The career development of Associate Professor Pavel Timonov, his scientometric
indicators, the contributions of his scientific and research activities, the academic workload, the
participation in scientific projects, the preparation of teaching manuals fully correspond to e
requirements laid down in the Law on development of the academic staff in the Republic of
Bulgaria, the Regulations for the implementation of the ZRASRB and the regulations of the
Medical University - Plovdiv for occupying the academic position "Professor”. The candidate's
works contain original scientific and applied contributions that have received international
recognition, the main part of which has been published in journals issued by international
academic publishing houses.

Getting to know the materials and scientific works presented in the competition, the
analysis of their significance and the scientific and scientific-applied contributions contained in
them, gives me the reason to give a positive assessment to Associate Professor Pavel Timonov,
MD, PhD and to recommend the members of the esteemed scientific jury to support his
selection for the academic position "Professor” at the "Forensic Medicine and Deontology" of
the Faculty of Medicine, Medical University - Plovdiv in the area of higher education 7. Health
care and sports, professional direction 7.1. Medicine, scientific specialty "Forensic medicine".
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