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Review

From: Prof. Julian Rumenov Ananiev, MD, PhD - Dean, Medical Faculty, Trakia university;
Chair of the Department of General and Clinical Pathology, Forensic Medicine and Deontology, and
Dermatovenerology, Medical Faculty, Trakia University

Subjeet: competition announced for the academic position of "Assoc.Professor" in the scientific
specialty: "Pathology and cytopathology", announced for the needs of MU-Plovdiv,
Department of General and clinical Pathology

Description: According to order of the Vice Rector SRA of MU-Plovdiv I was selected as a
"Reviewer" in a competition announced for the needs of MU-Plovdiv, Department of General and
Clinical Pathology.

In this competition for "Assoc.Professor" documents were submitted by a single candidate
Chief Assistant Dr. Maria Stoyanova Koleva-Ivanova, MD, PhD. In the documents provided to me, I
find the full range of required components, both electronic and paper. They are presented in
accordance with the dates and requirements in the law and the official regulations forms of
MU-Plovdiv.

I. Analysis of the candidate's career profile.

Dr. Maria Stoyanova Koleva-Ivanova, MD, PhD, was born in 1984 in Burgas. She obtained a
master’s degree in medicine in 2009 at MU-Plovdiv, and since 2010 she has been an assistant pro-
fessor at the Department of General and Clinical Pathology of the Faculty of Medicine of
MU-Plovdiv. In 2017 she acquires a specialty in General and Clinical Pathology. Two years later, in
2019, she obtained an educational and scientific degree of Doctor with a dissertation on the topic
"Eosinophilic metaplasia in the prostate epithelium: general characteristics, morphology, morpho-
genesis" with scientific supervisor Assoc. Prof. Dr. Dorian Dikov, MD, PhD. In 2021 she was elected
as an Associate Professor at the University "Prof. Dr. Asen Zlatarov", Burgas. From 2010 to 2022 she
worked as a resident physician in the Department of Clinical Pathology of the University Hospital
"St. George" Plovdiv, and from 2022 to the present she is the Head of the same department. She is a
member of the Bulgarian Medical Union, the Bulgarian Society of Pathology, the European Society
of Pathology. She speaks English at level B2.
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IL. General description of the submitted materials in the competition.

According to the requirements of MU-Plovdiv and the low base laid down in LDASRB and
IR LDASRB, Dr. Maria Koleva-Ivanova submits: 1. Application to the Rector of MU-Plovdiv; 2.
CV; 3. Higher education diploma; 4. Diploma for ESD "PhD"; 5. Certificate of work experience and
reference for academic position held; 6. Academic reference for study workload; 8. Copy of the last
attestation sheet; 9. Abstract of PhD-thesis; 10. Monograph and separation protocol; 13. List of sci-
entific publications in refereed journals; 14. List of scientific publications in non-refereed journals:
I5. List of citations in refereed scientific journals; 17. Citations in monographs and collective vol-
umes; 18. List of citations in unrefereed scientific journals; 19. Diploma for specialty; 20. Certificate
of participation in scientific projects; 24 and 25. Published textbooks and materials; 27. Reference on
scientific contributions; 28. Reference — self-assessment; 29. Declaration of originality and authen-
ticity; 30. Copies of publications; 32 and 33. Other documents; 34. Protocol of language proficiency
exam.

1. Evaluation of the scientific papers, citations and the overall academic development
of the candidate.

The evaluation was performed based on the candidate's scientific activity, based on publica-
tions in Bulgarian and international journals (refereed and non-refereed), full-text reports in scientific
journals, as well as submitted parts of monographic book and citation lists, participation in research
projects, duly accompanied by evidence material.

In the documents provided to me by the candidate, Ch. Assistant Dr. Maria Stoyanova
Koleva-Ivanova, MD, PhD and MU-Plovdiv, a list, scanned summaries and/or copies of her scientific
production are visible, as follows:

* 1 abstract of a PhD-thesis for the ESD "PhD" with the title "Eosinophilic metaplasia in the
prostate epithelium: general characteristics, morphology, morphogenesis";

* 1 monograph and a separation protocol - "Current pathomorphology of bladder diseases";

» 13 scientific publications in scientific journals, referenced and indexed in world-renowned
databases of scientific information (Scopus or Web of science);

* 4 scientific publications in non-refereed scientific Jjournals with scientific review or edited
collective volumes;

* 10 citations (of total of 7 publications by the author) in referenced and/or indexed journals in
Scopus and Web of science;

* 1 citation in non-refereed journals with scientific review:;

* 1 citation in a monograph or collective volume with scientific review;

* 5 participations in scientific projects;

* 5 participations in publishing university textbooks:

* 5 participations in publishing university teaching aids;

* 1 registration for a “useful model” (reg.Ne4924/12.06.2024) from the Patent Office of the
Republic of Bulgaria;



IV. Comprehensive, qualitative assessment of the scientific profile, teaching and clinical
activities.

From the presented materials it is evident that the scientific profile of Dr. Maria Stoyanova
Koleva-Ivanova, MD, PhD is well described and widely developed, outlining several areas of interest
in her scientific work.

The main scientific areas in which the candidate works, as well as contributions, are based on the
presented scientific works, PhD-thesis, monograph and participation in the candidate's project ac-
tivity and include:

- Scientific contributions related to urological pathology: 1) prostate pathology, including
morphological study of some less well-known areas of non-tumor pathology of the human prostate;
2) study of the combination of individual types of prostatic epithelial metaplasia and their relationship
with chronic prostatic inflammation and basal cell hyperplasia; 3) study of the presence of lym-
phoepithelial lesions in inflam matory processes in the prostate, as well as the expression of PD-L1 in
them; 4) bladder pathology - morphological and IHC studies of tumor pathology of the urinary
bladder, as well as non-tumor - epithelial abnormalities and metaplasias, cystitis.

- Scientific contributions related to gastrointestinal pathology: presentation of a rare case of
combined polypoid leiomyosarcoma and microinvasive squamous cell carcinoma of the esophagus,
cured by robot-assisted surgery, and to emphasize the importance of additional diagnostic tests such
as immunohistochemistry for accurate diagnosis.

- Scientific contributions related to pulmonary pathology: the frozen section study of non-tumor
pleural lesions and metastatic pleural tumors.

- Scientific contributions related to Jorensic medicine: description of a rare complication of skull
fractures, which can be mistaken for gunshot wound in skeletal remains.

- Scientific contributions related to neuropathology: description and search for a relationship
between astrocytoma and angiomatous meningioma.

- Scientific contributions related to gynecological pathology: 1) clinico-morphological study of
I5 biomarkers in histological materials from normal endometrial mucosa, atypical hyperplasia and
endometrial carcinoma; 2) participation in the development of objective recommendations for an
adequate diagnostic-clinical algorithm for triage and updating the screening for the Bu lgarian pop-
ulation; 3) study on the clinical, epidemiological and morphological characteristics of isolated cer-
vical vasculitis.

- Contributions related to feaching and learning activities: implementation of new teaching aids
and comparison between the deductive and inductive models of pathology teaching.

- Other: medical cases and rare cases, such as: rare choristoma; culture-negative prosthetic IE
diagnosed with 18F-FDG PET/CT; cement implantation syndrome; thromboembolic events and JAK
inhibitors; case of massive lymphangiomas; importance of synthetic materials in tracheal recon-
structions.

In terms of teaching activities, Dr. Koleva, PhD has a sufficiently extensive teaching experience
as a university lecturer, and until now she has participated in conducting lecture courses, practical
exercises and exams for students in the specialties "Medicine", "Dental Medicine", "Pharmacy",
"Nursing" and "Midwifery". The candidate's report shows the workload for the last three academic
years, as follows: 2021/2022 - 537.9 hours; 2022/2023 - 633.3 hours; 2023/2024 - 1101.3 hours. Dr.
Maria Koleva, PhD has over fifteen years of work experience, both in the Clinic of Pathology and in



the Department of General and Clinical Pathology. In 2017, she acquired a specialty, and throughout
this time she has been established as a precise diagnostician and physician with in-depth expertise in
a number of areas of general and clinical pathology, a teacher and a scientist. In addition, since 2019
she has been the Chief Administrative Assistant of the Department, and since 2022 she has been the
Head of the Clinic.

V. Comparative table for the obligatory minimum scientometric indicators of
MU-Plovdiv compared with the indicators of the candidate.

From the materials presented by Dr. Koleva, PhD, it is evident that the candidate fully meets
the minimum requirements, and in many respects significantly exceeds the required points.

Min. required points
s For CANDIDATE
L e ASSOC.PROFESSOR POINTS
Thesis for the award of 50 50
A educational and scien-
tific degree "PhD"
Thesis for the award of . .
B the scientific degree
"Doctor of Science"
Habilitation work - 100 100
B monograph
Publications and reports 200 221.6
i Citation 100 165
E Other indicators 60 137.16
K Teaching 300 740.3
Total: 810 1414.06




VL. Personal impressions.

[ have known Dr. Maria Stoyanova Koleva-Ivanova, MD, PhD, since 2015, and in the period
between 2015-2019 1 had the chance to teach and conduct exams for students of the specialty
"Medicine" together with her at MU-Plovdiv. In addition, in my practical work as a pathologist, we
have repeatedly discussed and conducted consultations. Dr. Koleva is an extremely ethical and
well-mannered colleague, dedicated to her work as a teacher, with a humane and kind attitude to-
wards her colleagues and patients, with a high level of empathy and erudition.

VII. Conclusion.

Based on the above, I should summarize that given the submitted documents, the candidate
Ch. Assistant Dr. Maria Stoyanova Koleva-Ivanova, MD, PhD, is a well-established scientist, phy-
sician and professional, as well as a highly moral teacher, who combines precise diagnostic, educa-
tional and scientific work, both with students and residents. It is evident that the candidate's scientific,
publication and teaching activities fully meet the requirements for acquiring the academic position of
"Associate Professor' at MU-Plovdiv and the regulatory framework.

That is why I give my positive review and I will confidently vote "Yes" the award of the
academic position "Assoc.Professor" to Ch. Assistant Dr. Maria Stoyanova Koleva-Ivanova,
MD, PhD, appealing to the other members of the esteemed Scientific Jury to vote positively.
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1/05/2025 Prof. Julian Rumenov Ananiev, MD, PhD



