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by

Assoc. Prof. Hristo Boychev Popov, MD, PhD — Department of General and Clinical
Pathology, Forensic Medicine and Deontology, Faculty of Medicine, MU-Varna;

Member of the scientific jury, appointed by order No. R-1251/13.03.2025 of the Rector of
MU-Plovdiv

regarding the procedure for occupying the academic position "Associate Professor",
announced in the State Gazette, issue 110 of 31.12.2024 in the field of higher education 7.
Health and Sports, professional field 7.1. Medicine, in the scientific specialty "Pathoanatomy
and Cytopathology" at the "Department of General and Clinical Pathology" for the needs of
teaching in Bulgarian and English and on an approved proposal by the Faculty of Medicine of
MU-Plovdiv (pr. No. 3 of 12.03.2025).

1. General information about the procedure

In the announced competition for the academic position of Associate Professor, one candidate
is participating - Maria Stoyanova Koleva-lvanova, MD, PhD member of the academic staff of
the Department of General and Clinical Pathology, Faculty of Medicine, MU-Plovdiv, who has
submitted her documents within the specified deadline, has passed the relevant stages of
document verification and is directed to the next stage of the procedure. The candidate provides
a complete set of documents for the academic position.

2. Biographical data

Maria Stoyanova Koleva - Ivanova, MD, PhD was born on 30.05.1984 in the city of Burgas.
She graduated in medicine in 2009 at Medical University - Plovdiv, and since 2010 has been
an assistant professor at the Department of General and Clinical Pathology, Faculty of Medicine
of MU-Plovdiv. In May 2017, she also acquired a specialty. Since 2019 until now holds the
position of administrative assistant. She successfully defended her thesis in 2020 on the topic
"Eosinophilic metaplasia in the prostate epithelium: general characteristics, morphology.
morphogenesis". In 2021, she acquired the title of Associate Professor at the University "Prof.
Dr. Asen Zlatarov" - Burgas. From 2010 to the present, she has been working as a pathologist
at the University Hospital "St. George" LLC, Plovdiv, and since 2022 has held the position of
Head of the Department of Clinical Pathology. Dr. Maria Koleva has additional qualifications
and holds certificates for completed training courses in the field of soft tissue tumors and
lymphomas, GIT, thyroid diseases, cytopathology, PDLI reporting in non-small cell lung
tumors, head and neck tumors, cervical and urothelial carcinoma. She has completed a
Pedagogical course. She is a member of the Bulgarian Medical Union, the Bulgarian Society of
Pathology and the European Society of Pathology. She is fluent in English — level B2.

3. Scientific and research activity
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From the documents submitted for participation in the competition for "Associate Professor"
in the professional field "Medicine" in the scientific specialty "Pathoanatomy and
Cytopathology", it is visible that Dr. Koleva has successfully defended a thesis on the topic:
"Eosinophilic metaplasia in the prostate epithelium: general characteristics, morphology,
morphogenesis".

The candidate presents a monographic work on the topic "Current pathomorphology of bladder
diseases", which is a habilitation work of indicators group B.

The publications submitted for participation in the procedure are 18 in total, and they reflect
the scientific and research activity of Dr. Koleva in the period between 2015 - 2024. The
candidate has prepared a report and presents the indicated number of scientific publications,
distributed as follows:

publications in foreign journals referenced and indexed in Scopus and Web of Science — 14
in number, of which as first or last author — 4 in number — indicators from group G7;

publications in Scopus and Web of Science non-referenced journals — 4 publications -
indicators from group G8;

citations - a total of 10 citations in the global database Scopus and Web of Science — indicator
group D10;

citations - one citation in monographs and collective volumes with scientific review —
indicator group D11;

citations - one citation in non-refereed databases — indicator group D12;

the candidate also indicates participation in 5 scientific research projects — indicator group
El6;

Dr. Koleva has 11 participations in scientific forums, with posters and reports, of which 2 -
international and 9 - national.

In the scientific research activity of Dr. Koleva has a consistent and focused interest in certain
areas of clinical pathology. namely:

1) uropathology;

2) gastrointestinal pathology;

3) pulmonary pathology;

4) forensic medicine and deontology:

5) neuropathology;

6) gynecological pathology;

7) scientific research related to teaching and learning activities.

1. Based on the aforementioned areas of interest, as well as well-structured and arranged
publications, the work of Dr. Koleva has contributions of a scientifically original nature in the
field of prostate diseases - discovery of a connection between patients with adaptive and
inflammatory processes of the prostate gland, quantitative assessment of prostatic eosinophilic



metaplasia of TURP material. Eosinophilic cytoplasmic granules in eosinophilic metaplasia
have been well studied. In the contributions of a scientific-applied nature, topographic
characteristics of eosinophilic metaplasia are presented, scales and semi-quantitative
assessment are proposed, as well as various histochemical methods are proposed for the purpose
of easier identification of eosinophilic metaplasia and its differentiation from tissue artifacts. A
differential diagnostic IHC algorithm has been developed to distinguish NSGP with EM and
prostate adenocarcinoma with endocrine differentiation, morphologically resembling Paneth
cells. Among the IHC methods, an important marker is MUCI, which can serve as a reliable
marker for the differentiation of eosinophilic metaplasia from other lesions. Another important
contribution related to the work of Dr. Koleva is in relation to inflammatory diseases of the
urinary bladder, namely eosinophilic and giant cell cystitis, as well as nephrogenic adenoma of
the urinary bladder, which is a very rare lesions.

2. Dr. Koleva also has a scientific research interest in the field of gastrointestinal pathology,
which is reflected in the publication of a rare case of leiomyosarcoma and squamous cell
carcinoma of the esophagus, which were confirmed and differentiated immunohistochem ically.

3. In the field of pulmonary pathology, Dr. Koleva has tried to assess the value of frozen
sections and their diagnostic significance in pulmonary diseases and especially in pleural
mesothelioma.

4. In the field of forensic medicine, it is impressive that Dr. Koleva has described pathological
changes in the bones that can complicate forensic expertise.

5. Dr. Koleva's contribution to neuropathology is that she makes a connection between
angiomatous meningioma and astrocytoma.

6. Dr. Koleva's contribution to the field of gynecological pathology is that she has studied 15
biomarkers on endometrial carcinoma, atypical endometrial hyperplasia and normal
endometrium, which allows for a comparison between these three types of lesions.

7. Regarding scientific contributions and research related to teaching, it is impressive that Dr,
Koleva is looking for new interactive and effective methods for teaching students.

Based on the references provided by the candidate, it is evident that Maria Stoyanova Koleva -
Ivanova, MD, PhD meets the required indicators and the relevant points.

4. Teaching and learning activities

Dr. Koleva has a well-established teaching profile and a sufficiently long teaching experience,
as an assistant and chief assistant professor. Based on the specified reference for teaching
experience, it is visible that she conducts lectures and seminars for Bulgarian-speaking and
English-speaking students at the Department of "General and Clinical Pathology", Faculty of
Medicine of MU-Plovdiv. For the last three academic years, the teaching workload of Dr.
Koleva at the Faculty of Medicine of MU-Plovdiv is as follows: 2021/2022 — 394.9 academic
hours; 2022/2023 — 470.3 academic hours: 2023/2024 — 410.3 academic hours,



Since 01.03.2019, Dr. Koleva, MD is also an administrative assistant at the Department of
"General and Clinical Pathology".

The candidate's academic workload is high and narrowly focused on the relevant specialty. Dr.
Koleva's additional commitments to residents make her a reliable teacher, dedicated to the
development of medical personnel and specialists.

Dr. Koleva is a co-author of five published textbooks - group of indicators E20 and a co-author
of five published study guides - group of indicators E21, intended for students of medicine,
dentistry, pharmacy and health specialties.

5. Clinical and diagnostic activity

I'have known Dr. Koleva for about 10 years, and during this period I have built a good opinion
related to her in-depth knowledge in the field of general and clinical pathology. and her work
as a specialist pathologist. Dr. Koleva has broad competence in the fields of uropathology,
gastrointestinal pathology, pulmonary pathology, neuropathology and others, as she has had a
specialty since 2017, and throughout this period until today she has been actively working. The
many additional qualifications and courses, as well as the participation in a number of forums,
the development of scientific production precisely on the basis of the diverse and clinical-
diagnostic activity, are proof of the candidate's competence.

6. Conclusion

Based on the above, I can summarize that, given the documents presented, the candidate - Chief
Asst. Maria Stoyanova Koleva - Ivanova, MD, PhD is a well-established scientist, lecturer and
diagnostician who manages to combine precise diagnostic activity, teaching and scientific
work. It is evident that the candidate's scientific, publication and teaching activities fully meet
the requirements to acquire the academic degree of "Associate Professor” under the Regulations
on the terms and procedures for acquiring scientific degrees and occupying academic positions
at MU-Plovdiv and LEAPRB.

That is why I give my positive opinion and will confidently vote "For" the award of the
academic position "Associate Professor" in the scientific specialty "Pathoanatomy and
Cytopathology" at the Department of "General and Clinical Pathology" of MU-Plovdiv.

07.05.2025 Assoc. Prof. Dr. Hristo Boychev Popov, MD
Varna ,
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