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REVIEW
by
Prof. Maya Lyubomirova Vizeva, PhD
Medical University — Sofia, Medical College “Y. Filaretova”

External Member of the Academic Jury

Regarding: Competition for the academic position of Professor in the scientific specialty
“Social Medicine and Organization of Healthcare and Pharmacy,” in the field of higher
education 7. “Healthcare and Sports,” professional field 7.1. “Medicine,” at the
Department of Nursing, MU-Plovdiv, announced in State Gazette No. 41/20.05.2025.

The announced competition for the academic position of Professor has one candidate:
Assoc. Prof. Daniela Ivova Taneva, PhD.

This review is prepared in accordance with the requirements of the law on the
Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and Part IlI/IV of its
Implementing Regulations — Conditions and Procedures for Holding the Academic Position
of Professor.

I. ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATE'S CAREER PROFILE

Daniela lvova Taneva was born in 1966. She graduated from the Institute for Training of
Health Professionals in Plovdiv in 1986 with the specialty “General Profile Nurse.” In 1999,
she obtained a Bachelor’s degree in “Healthcare” at the Higher Medical Institute — Plovdiv,
Faculty of Medicine. In 2004, she earned a Master’s degree in “Public Health and Health
Management” at MU-Sofia, Faculty of Public Health.

She was awarded the educational and scientific degree “Doctor” in the scientific specialty
03.01.53 - Social Medicine and Organization of Healthcare and Pharmacy by the Higher
Attestation Commission of the Republic of Bulgaria, based on her dissertation titled
“Sexual Culture, Sexual Behavior and Family Planning among Female Students of the
Medical College — Plovdiv” in 2009.

Since 2012, she has held the academic position of Associate Professor in the professional
field of Medicine, scientific specialty “Social Medicine and Organization of Healthcare and
Pharmacy,” at MU-Plovdiv.
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In 2024, she obtained a recognized specialty in “Medical Pedagogy” at the Faculty of Public
Health, MU-Plovdiv.

Her professional career has progressed through consecutive stages of development:

Nurse in various hospital structures (1986-1999), including experience in Germany —
Rosenheim.

Lecturer at the Medical College of the Higher Medical institute — Plovdiv (1999-2008).
Senior Lecturer and later Associate Professor (since 2009) at the Department of Nursing
and Midwifery, Faculty of Medicine, later transferred to the Faculty of Public Health.

Since 2020, she has served as Head of the Department of Nursing, Faculty of Public Health,
MU-Plovdiv, combining teaching, research, and administrative responsibilities.

Assoc. Prof. Taneva is proficient in written and spoken German at a very high level, and
English and Russian at a good level.

Of particular note is her active participation in Erasmus+ teaching mobilities—12 in total.

Her most recent academic attestation evaluation is “Very Good.”

Il. GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE MATERIALS SUBMITTED BY THE CANDIDATE

The competition documentation submitted by Assoc. Prof. Daniela Taneva, PhD, complies
with the requirements of the Law on the Development of Academic Staff in the Republic
of Bulgaria, the Implementing Regulations, and the internal requirements of MU-Plovdiv.

The documents include: a curriculum vitae, reports on teaching, research, project, and
administrative activity, lists of publications, textbooks, manuals, participation in scientific
forums and committees, as well as an original report of scientific contributions and a self-
assessment table according to the approved template. The submitted materials are duly
fo atted, clearly structured, well-grounded, and accompanied by supporting evidence.

lll. EVALUATION OF THE CANDIDATE'S SCIENTIFIC PRODUCTION FOR OVERALL
ACADEMIC DEVELOPMENT

General characteristics of scientific production and publication activity

The total number of scientific publications presented by the candidate amounts to 71, of
which 58 are refereed, 6 are single-authored, and 7 are published in journals indexed in
Scopus. In addition, she has authored 1 monograph, 1 textbock, and 6 educationai-
practical manuals.



Her research topics include nursing care, health education, palliative care, health
promotion, prevention, digital healthcare, hyperbaric oxygenation, medical ethics, among
others. Her work is characterized by an interdisciplinary approach, empirical research, and
practical orientation.

She has also published articles in co-authorship with students and doctoral candidates,
which testifies to the presence of an active scientific school.

According to Scopus data {2024), the candidate has an h-index of 3, which is a relevant
indicator of visibility and scholarly presence in the research field.

The scientific production is substantial, interdisciplinary, contributory in value, and highly
relevant to the professional field.

Scientific activity — dissemination and application of scientific and practical
achievements

Assoc. Prof. Taneva’s scientific production reflects a consistent and comprehensive
research activity, developed in several interconnected and complementary directions:

v Contributions in the field of training healthcare professionals, including in
electronic environments.

Her research contributes to the theoretical enrichment and methodological improvement
of the training of future healthcare specialists, with an emphasis on the introduction of
modern information technologies in the educational process. Particularly noteworthy are
publications on digital nursing interventions and interdisciplinary models of training that
integrate innovative methodological solutions and practically applicable approaches.
Models have been developed for analyzing the educational needs of medical specialists
and innovative strategies for enhancing their professional competence.

¥" Contributions in the field of public health and healthcare.

These contributions are of recognized national and international significance. They include
both original and confii atory research, building upon existing concepts and practices.
Among the most notable are studies dedicated to the evaluation of nursing care quality,
proposals for optimization of clinical practice, and innovative approaches in health
promotion. The works display conceptual and methodological consistency—from the
formulation of research ideas and development of specialized tools, through empirical
research design and implementation, to in-depth statistical data analysis and
substantiated interpretations.

v" Contributions in the field of clinical pathology, surgery, and rheumatology.



Assoc. Prof. Taneva has contributed to a number of publications focused on clinical
practice and the interdisciplinary links between medicine and healthcare. These studies
enhance and complement the application of nursing care in clinical settings, emphasizing
collaborative teamwork in healthcare.

The contributions presented by the candidate are substantiated, documented, and
classified as theoretical-applied, scientific-methodological, and empirical. They possess
practical significance and are fully consistent with the profile of the scientific specialty. By
offering innovative solutions and interdisciplinary approaches, her scientific output
contributes to the advancement of both the academic community and professional
practice in healthcare.

Participation in research, educational, and project activities

Assoc. Prof. Taneva actively participates in national and international research and
educational projects. She has taken part in 14 national projects (serving as project leader
in 7 of them) and 7 international projects, including Erasmus+, HEI 4 Future, and other
educational networks.

The thematic scope of these projects includes modernization of education, digitalization,
innovations in nursing practice, and inter-institutional cooperation. This activity reflects
her strategic commitment to the development of the academic environment and its
integration into the European context.

Overall, she has led 3 and participated in more than 8 national and international projects.
Scientific and creative achievements (academic authority)

Assoc. Prof. Taneva plays an active role in promoting and consolidating the nursing
profession in Bulgaria within the context of public health and healthcare. She has been
awarded six “Best Lecturer” prizes and received the Rector's Award of MU-Plovdiv for
personal contribution to the development of the university.

She is a member of prestigious scientific and professional organizations: Bulgarian Public
Health Association {BAPHA); European Public Health Association {EUPHA); Bulgarian
Scientific Society of Public Health; Union of Scientists in Bulgaria — Plovdiv. She is also a
member of the Faculty Council of the Faculty of Public Health, serves on expert
committees for recognition of qualifications, state examination boards, and others.

She is a reviewer for international journals: Journal of IMAB, Folia Medica, Management
and Education.

She also participates as a member of academic juries for competitions for the academic
position of Associate Professor and for the educational and scientific degree Doctor.



Scientific supervision, doctoral training, and academic mentorship

Assoc. Prof. Taneva successfully supervises doctoral candidates and actively contributes
to the academic development of young scientists and students. Documented evidence
includes supervision of three doctoral candidates, co-authored scientific publications with
students and doctoral candidates, as well as involvement in various forms of mentorship,
including participation in scientific forums and student conferences. These activities
confirm her role as a research supervisor contributing to the training of future academic
staff.

IV. EVALUATION OF THE HABILITATION WORK

The habilitation work of Assoc. Prof. Daniela Taneva, PhD, is in the form of a monograph
titled “The Nursing Profession” (2021), comprising 144 pages, ISBN 978-954-9370-66-0.

The study provides an in-depth examination of the role, social functions, professional
identity, and educational perspectives of the nursing profession in the contemporary
healthcare context. It is characterized by an interdisciplinary approach, combining
empirical data, historical review, regulatory analysis, and pedagogical dimensions.

The original contribution lies in the conceptualization of nursing not only as a clinical
practice but also as a social mission and educational cause. The monograph fully meets
the requirements for a habilitation work, possesses scientific value, and is highly relevant
to the scientific specialty.

V. REFLECTION {CITATIONS) OF THE CANDIDATE’S PUBLICATIONS IN NATIONAL AND
INTERNATIONAL LITERATURE (PUBLICATION IMAGE)

Assoc. Prof. Darniela Taneva has presented evidence of 51 citations of her scientific works
in reputable scientific journals indexed in world-renowned databases such as Scopus and
Web of Science. The candidate also documents 8 reviews in scientific journals included in
these international indices. Additionally, she has an h-index of 3 in Scopus—a recognized
quantitative indicator of visibility, research activity, and recognition in the respective field.

These data indisputably demonstrate her stable presence in the international scientific
community and her high publication image, which consolidates her significance as a
researcher and educator in the field of health sciences.

VI. COMPREHENSIVE QUALITATIVE ASSESSMENT OF TEACHING AND METHODOLOGICAL
ACTIVITY, INCLUDING SUPERVISION OF STUDENTS, DOCTORAL CANDIDATES, AND
POSTGRADUATES



Assoc. Prof. Daniela Taneva, PhD, is a distinguished academic lecturer and researcher in
the field of public health and nursing, with more than 30 years of professional experience
in healthcare and education.

She teaches a wide range of disciplines for the specialties: Nurse, Physician Assistant,
Midwife, Rehabilitator, as well as in the Master’s program “Rehabilitation, Wellness, SPA
and Balneology.” Her courses include general nursing theory, nursing care for various
diseases and age groups, intensive care, palliative care, and others.

Assoc. Prof. Taneva has contributed to the development of curricula, trains doctoral
students, and demonstrates sustainable, committed, and effective pedagogical activity, as
evidenced by workload records and documentation of teaching performance,

She also has substantial international teaching experience, having conducted Erasmus+
mobility in eight European universities, including institutions in Greece, Turkey, Latvia,
Spain, Poland, North Macedonia, and others.

VIl. CRITICAL REMARKS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

No significant omissions or inconsistencies were found in the submitted documents. All
required elements are present, clearly presented, and adequately substantiated. The
scientific and applied contributions are clearly differentiated, verifiable, and well-
grounded in accordance with contemporary requirements for the academic position of
Professor.

VHI. OVERALL ASSESSMENT OF THE CANDIDATE'S COMPLIANCE WITH THE
REQUIREMENTS OF THE LAW AND MU-PLOVDIV

The self-assessment table submitted under the Law on the Development of Academic
Staff confirms full compliance with both the mandatory national minimum requirements
and those set by the Academic Development Regulations of MU-Plovdiv.

The total score significantly exceeds the minimum threshold and includes all obligatory
elements—habilitation work, scientific publications, citations, participation in projects,
and teaching activity. Compliance is categorical and substantiated with supporting
evidence.

For clarity, the following table summarizes the candidate’s compliance with the
requirements for the academic position of Professor at MU-Plovdiv:



Summary Table of Compliance with the Requirements for the Academic Position of Professor at

MU-Plovdiv

Group of
Indicators BG

Content

Minimum Requirements of
MU-Plovdiv for Professor

Assoc. Prof. Daniela
Taneva, PhD

A

Indicator 1

50 points

50 points

B

indicator 2

Vv

Indicators 3 or 4

100 points (habilitation
work —monograph)

100 points

Sum of Indicators 5-9

300 points

813.5 points {20
articles, of which 15 in
Scopus/Wos, incl. 8
with IF) + 401 points
from publications and
reports in journals
indexed in world-
renowned scientific
databases +412.5
points from
publications and
reports in peer-
reviewed non-indexed
journals or edited
collective volumes

Sum of Indicators 10-12

400 points

1640 points (including
765 points from
citations + 120 points
from reviews in
Scopus/WoS or
monographs/collective
volumes; 490 points
from citations in peer-
reviewed monographs
and collective
volumes; 115 points
citations + 150 points
reviews in peer-
reviewed non-indexed
journals)

Sum of Indicators 13-22

150 points

441.86 points (2
doctoral candidates
graduated, 1 research
project, 1
textbook/manual)

Teaching Activity

300 points

3900 points (2700
from teaching
workload + 1200 from
academic duties)

TOTAL

1500 points

6945.36 points




IX. CONCLUSION

After conducting a comprehensive analysis of the overall academic, teaching, research,
and project activity of Assoc. Prof. Daniela Taneva, PhD, | am firmiy convinced that the
candidate fully meets the requirements for holding the academic position of Professor.

The submitted documents, evidence of scientific and pedagogical maturity, as well as her
consistent commitment to the university and its societal mission, substantiate my positive
assessment.

In view of the above, | give a positive evaluation and propose to the Academic Jury to
award Assoc. Prof. Daniela lvova Taneva, PhD, the academic position of Professor in the
scientific specialty “Soctal Medicine and Organization of Heaithcare and Pharmacy,” in the
field of higher education 7. “Healthcare and Sports,” professional field 7.1. “Medicine,”
for the purposes of teaching at the Department of Nursing, Faculty of Public Health, MU-
Plovdiv.

19 September 2025, Sofia
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