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STATEMENT
By Associated Professor Elan Ivanov Zanzov MD, PhD

MU-Plovdiv
Department of “Propedeutics of Surgical diseases”
Section “Plastic, Reconstructive,Aesthetic surgery and Thermal Injury”

Regarding a dissertation for the award of the educational and scientific
degree “Doctor”

Higher education field:
7. Healthcare and sport

Professional field:
7.1. Medicine

Doctoral programe: ,,Plastic reconstrutictive and aesthetic surgery”
Author: Ivan Genchev Ginev MD
Full-time doctoral student of MU-Plovdiv — city of Plovdiv

Department of “Propedeutics of surgical diseases” Section “Plastic, Reconstructive,Aesthetic
surgery and Thermal Injury”

Topic: ,Evaluation of early and late results after cheiloplasty*
Scientific Supervisor: Professor Youri Anastassov MD, PhD
1. General Presentation of the procedure and the Doctoral Candidate

This statement is written accordingly to Order Ne P-3450/08.07.2025 of the Rector of MU-Plovdiv
with elected scientific jury for the procedure of public defense of the dissertation and a Protocol
from the 1% session of the scientific jury which was held on the 18.07.2025 on which [ was
appointed to write a Statement.

The submitted set of materials, both in paper and electronic format, is in compliance with Article
70 Chapter I Procedure for Acquisition of the Educational and Scientific Degree "Doctor" at MU
— Plovdiv; Regulations of MU — Plovdiv from 28.01.2021.

All documents have been properly prepared and duly submitted.
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2. Brief Biographical Data of the Doctoral Candidate

Dr. Ivan Genchev Ginev graduated with honors in Medicine from the Faculty of Medicine at Sofia
University “St. Kliment Ohridski” in 2021.
After a successful application, the same year, he has been employed as a full-time doctoral
candidate at the Department of “Propedeutics of Surgical Diseases”, Section of “Plastic,
Reconstructive, Aesthetic Surgery and Thermal Injury”.
Currently, Dr. Ginev is a resident doctor at the Department of Pediatric Plastic, Reconstructive,
and Aesthetic Surgery at University Hospital “St. George” — Plovdiv.
He has taken part as an active participant in many international conferences related to the topics
of congenital facial anomalies, wherein lies his professional and scientific interests.
Dr. Ginev is a member of:

v" The Bulgarian Medical Association (BMA)

v Associate Member of the Bulgarian Association of Plastic, Reconstructive and Aesthetic

Surgery

He is fluent in written and spoken English and French.

3. Relevance of the Topic and Appropriateness of the Aims and Objectives

The dissertation touches a very important topic of the medical scientifical field but also one that is
currently of interest to the world due to its possibilities of scientifical application. The aim is
clearly defined, the objectives are appropriately set.

4. Knowledge of the subject matter

The Congenital facial anomalies and specifically Cleft lip and palate (CLP) are among the most
common malformations in the maxillofacial region. In Bulgaria the Cleft Care Team comprising the
Department of “Pediatric Plastic Reconstructive and Aesthetic Surgery” of University Hospital “St.
George” — Plovdiv has been established as the only national Cleft Care Center for the treatment of
these anomalies. The analysis of the results and the data for the treatment and care of this pathology
comprises the last 25 years, which makes it unique and of national importance and gives objectives
and perspective for the future care of these patients.

The literature review in the dissertation comprises 209 references of Bulgarian and international
authors of which Dr. Ginev makes a deep analysis of the problem spanning 43 pages. Dr. Ginev has
3 scientific publications and 16 active participations in scientific international conferences. With this
dissertation Dr. Ginev manifests profound knowledge in the topic that he worked on and a creative
analysis of the literature.

5. Research Methodology

The Aim of the dissertation is well defined. To fulfil this Aim Dr. Ginev posed four Objectives to
solve.

The “Materials and Methods™ Chapter is written on 13 pages. In the study data from 166 patients
was used with Cleft of the lip or Cleft of the lip and palate, admitted in the Department in the period
between 1997-2024. The study was conducted by the PhD student himself.



A single-center, retrospective, descriptive study was conducted on CLP patients who underwent
primary surgery at the Center for Craniofacial Anomalies in Plovdiv.

The methods are thoroughly described in the dissertation, and they comprise a method for the
preoperative evaluation and postoperative scoring as well as surgical method and statistical methods.
The statistical analysis was performed with SPSS v.27.0. The results are registered in a clinical card.

6. Description and Assessment of the Dissertation

The Dissertation is written on 144 standard pages. The graphics are well executed comprising 80
figures and 38 tables.

The Results are well analyzed and described in full detail.

The Discussion is deep and in relation to the results.

The Conclusions are concise and based on the results and the discussion and their logical
interpretation, correlating to the dissertation’s main aspects.

Four Conclusions were made, corresponding to the Objectives. Ten Original Contributions and
Four Confirmatory Contributions were given. Of great importance is the improvement of follow-
up of patients with clefts and the prognostic value for the burden of care for each patient.
The Results and the Discussion are well written on 61 pages. After each Objective, the Results are
analyzed, and the respective conclusions are given.

This dissertation complies with the Regulations of MU-Plovdiv and Act for the Development of
the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria.

7. Assessment of the Scientific Publications

Three scientific publications in referenced and indexed journals were presented.

The list of participations in scientific congresses includes 16 participations in prestigious
congresses in Bulgaria and abroad. The quality of the materials proves a deep understanding of the
topic and undoubtedly the personal contributions and the leading role of the PhD Candidate.

8. Author’s Abstract

The content and the quality of the Author’s Abstract corresponds to the regulations and describes
the essence of the dissertation. Fully adheres to the Regulations of MU-Plovdiv and the Act for
the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria.

CONCLUSION

The dissertation submitted for review “Ewvaluation of Early and Late Results after
Cheiloplasty” with author Dr. Ivan Ginev contains scientific data and results which are original
contributions to the scientific field and comply with the Act for the Development of the Academic
Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the Regulations of MU — Plovdiv.

This dissertation proves that the PhD Candidate Dr. Ivan Genchev Ginev possess a deep theoretical
knowledge and understanding and professional skills in the field of “Plastic, Aesthetic and
Reconstructive Surgery™ as well as his ability to conduct a scientific study.

Given the facts, I confidently give a positive score of this study, comprised of the dissertation,
author’s abstract and the results and contributions. I propose to the scientific jury to award the



educational and scientific degree “Doctor” to Dr. Ivan Genchev Ginev in the scientific specialty
“Plastic, Reconstructive and Aesthetic Surgery”. - —.
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