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DESCRIPTION 

1. Name of the course 

Latin with Medical Terminology 

2. Course code 

 

3. Course type: Mandatory / Elective / Facultative 

Mandatory 

4. Course Level (CSL) 

Bachelor's Degree 

5. Year of study 

Year 1 

6. Semester/trimester 

Semester 1 

7. Number of ECTS credits 

2 

8. Lecturer's name 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Dimitar Mirchev, sen. lect. Yavora Oprova, sen.lect. Veronika 

Kelbecheva, PhD, sen. lect. Dr. Gergana Petkova, PhD, lect. Snezhana Tsvyatkova, lect. 

Blagovest Gavazov, lect. Kamenka Rangelova, lect. Kiril Temelkov. 
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9. Learning outcomes for the course – acquired knowledge, skills, competencies 

(objectives) 

Successful completed students of this course: 

1. Will know: the basic grammatical rules of the Latin language in a medical context and the 

principles of term formation in medical anatomical, clinical and pathological terminology, 

which can further be built upon in the practical work of every specialist with an acquired 

educational degree in the specialty "Nursing". 

Basic knowledge of the Latin language for the specific purposes of the given specialty 

includes: nouns and adjectives (including participles) - morphological features and specific 

use of case forms; use of agreed and disagreed definitions in anatomical names and 

commonly used phrases from clinical practice; handling the mastered lexical minimum in 

order to understand the terminology and communicate in a professional environment; 

understanding diagnoses and complex medical terms from the professional language for 

specialized purposes; 

2.Will be able to:  use the basic grammar of the Latin language with a practical orientation in 

professional practice, independently and when working with other medical specialists; to 

carry out professional communication with medical specialists from all fields in a work 

environment; to apply the acquired knowledge when mastering the terminological material in 

other medical disciplines covered in the general course of study; to understand medical 

documentation and specific language content from all medical specialties; to more fully 

master the medical terminology of other foreign languages, in which the basis is set by Latin 

terminology and, accordingly, will be facilitated when working in a foreign language 

environment; 

3. Will acquire the following competencies:  

-competent use of specific terminological vocabulary, which has application and use in other 
academic disciplines; 

- use of grammatical knowledge to understand, compile and write anamnesis, diagnoses, 
examinations and other medical conclusions; 

- free handling of specialised terms when communicating with other medical specialists based 
on acquired language knowledge; 

- formation and completion of medical documentation with specific linguistic content from 
the field of nursing care; 

- understanding of specialised medical literature from various fields. 

10. Teaching Methodology: 

 In-class: seminars; independent work 

Monitoring of the students' extracurricular activities. 

11. Prerequisites (knowledge and skills from previous training) and requirements for 

other (concurrent) courses 

It is not mandatory to have prior training in the discipline. 

12. Recommended elective program components 

All components of the course are mandatory.  

13. Course content 

Acquisition of knowledge and skills aimed at mastering language for professional 

purposes, communication in a work environment and working with specialized documentation 

and literature. 



13.B. Thematic content of the course 

 B) Seminars 

 

І. SEMINARS - 30 hours 

 

LATIN LANGUAGE 

Specialty Nursing 

Syllabus 

 

Year 1, Semester 1 

 

 

 

 

 
№ 

 
TOPIC 

 
ACADEMIC 

HOURS 

 
DATE 

1. The importance of the Latin language for basic medical 
terminology. The influence of the ancient Greek language in 

its formation. Alphabet. Pronunciation. Stress. 

 

2 Week 1 

2. General features of declensions in the Latin language. Use of 

cases and prepositions. Structure of anatomical terms 
(attributes). 

 

2  
Week 2 

3. Declinatio prima – nouns and adjectives. 2  Week 3 

4. Declinatio secunda – nouns and adjectives 2  Week 4 

5. Structure of clinical terms. Greek word-forming elements 

(roots and affixes) corresponding to the nouns of the first 
and second declension. 

 

2  Week 5 

6. Practical exercises with the studied anatomical and clinical 
terms of the first and second declension. 

Exercises on the agreement of nouns with adjectives. 

 

 

2  

Week 6 

7. Continuous assessment. 

Declinatio tertia - general information about the types of 

nouns and the logic of their distribution by consonant, 
vocalic and mixed bases. 

 

2  Week 7 

8. Declinatio tertia consonans – masculine and feminine nouns. 

 

 

2  Week 8 



9. Declinatio tertia consonans – neuter nouns. Greek word-
forming elements (roots and affixes) corresponding to the 

names of the third consonantal declension. 

 

 

 

2  

Week 9 

10. Declinatio tertia vocalis. Names of Latin origin; names of 

Greek origin with international use in the language of 
medicine. Specific use of Greek names as word-forming 

elements. 

 

 

 

2  

Week 10 

11. Practical exercises, including all studied terms of the third 

consonant declension. 

Lexical use of the comparative degree in anatomical 
nomenclature. 

 

 

 

2  

Week 11 

12. Continuous assessment 

Declinatio tertia mixta. Similarities and differences between 

mixed nouns and names of the consonant and vocalic part. 

Greek word-forming elements corresponding to the names of 
the mixed type. 

 

 

2  Week 12 

 

13. 
Adiectiva declinationis III. Types of adjectives according to 

the number of nominative forms - one, two or three forms 
for the individual genders. Practice coordinating nouns and 

adjectives. 

 

2 ч. Week 13 

 

   14. 
Summary of third declension nouns. Bidirectional 

translation of phrases and diagnoses from different branches 

of medicine with an emphasis on areas that would be helpful 
in nursing care. 

 

 

 

2 ч. 

Week 14 

 

15. 

Revision and summary of the studied declensions with 

clarification of the general patterns in case endings. Practical 

exercises, exam preparation.  

 

 

2 ч. 

Week 15 

 

13.C. Technical support for training 

 

● Multimedia projector, laptop, projection screen 

 

Classroom classes are held in modern auditoriums or halls, equipped with multimedia 

equipment and with Internet access. 

For independent work, students can use a library, a computer room with free access. 

Students have the opportunity to receive consultations by meeting in person with the lecturers 

during the hours designated for consultations.  
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15. Planned learning activities and teaching methods 

  
 The course provides for exercises and seminars, as well as control over the 
extracurricular activities of students /self-study, assignments for independent work/ 

Teaching methods - discussions; practical exercises on the studied material on the topics of 

the course; work in "small groups"; independent work. 

 

16.  Evaluation methods and criteria 

During the course, two ongoing written tests are planned - within 30 minutes of the regular 

class. If necessary, the teacher may also apply short oral exams and/or individual tasks 

completed by students in the form of homework as a form of testing and ongoing 

assessment. The teacher's observations and assessments during the semester are included as 

a component in the final grade with a total significance of 40% of the final grade. The 

course ends with a written exam, forming the remaining 60% of the final grade. 

The course ends with a written exam after the end of the first semester. The exam lasts 90 

minutes, and students are previously familiar acquainted with the format of the tasks and the 

method of assessment. The minimum required for an average grade of Average 3 is 50% of 

the total points. The final grade is formed as a complex grade of: 

- written exam test - 60% 

- contunous assessment - 40%. 

If the written exam grade is Poor  2, the final grade is Poor 2. 

 

17. Language of teaching 

English 

18. Internships/practicums 

 

19. Prepared the description 


