P-HO-291/10.03.2026

To the Chair of the Scientific Jury
Appointed by Order R-211/13.01.2026
of the Deputy Rector of MU Plovdiv

REVIEW

By Prof. Dr. Alexander J ulianov, MD, PhD
CEO of University Hospital Trakia, Stara Zagora,
Department of Surgery, Neurosurgery, and Urology, Faculty of Medicine,
Trakia University

RE: Procedure for filling the academic position of "Professor" in General
Surgery at MU Plovdiv, related to letter R-NO-56/13.01.2026 from the
Deputy Rector of NID at Medical University — Plovdiv.

Regulatory compliance of the competition

The current competition for the academic position of "Professor" in
General Surgery at MU Plovdiv was announced in State Gazette, issues 96
and 98 of 2025, and is in accordance with the ZRASRB, the Regulations for
the implementation of the ZRASRB, and the specific regulatory requirements
of MU Plovdiyv.

I received a complete set of the necessary documentation for the
competition in accordance with current national and local regulations. At the
first meeting of the Scientific Jury, I was appointed to prepare a review. The
only candidate in the current competition is Assoc. Prof. Dr. Dzhevdet Ibryam
Chakarov, MD, PhD.
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Surgical career and academic development of the candidate

Assoc. Prof. Chakarov graduated in medicine in 1986 from the Medical
University of Plovdiv. From 1986 to 1988, he worked as a surgeon at the
hospital in the town of Laki. Since July 1988, his surgical and academic
career has been at the St. George University Hospital in Plovdiv. He obtained
a board certification of General Surgery in 1991. His academic development
progressed sequentially through the ranks of “Junior assistant professor”
(1988-1992), “assistant professor” (1992-1995) and "senior assistant
professor" (1995-2001). In 2015, he obtained a PhD degree after defending
his dissertation themed on "Clinical aspects of postoperative complications in
thyroid surgery." Since 2017, he has held the academic position of Associate
Professor of General Surgery at the Department of Propaedeutics of Surgical
Diseases at the Medical University of Plovdiv.

Materials submitted for the competition

The documents submitted for participation in the competition included
evidence of surgical qualifications, teaching and scientific activities are
grouped and arranged properly and fully comply with the regulatory
requirements for participation in the competition.

Scientific and teaching activity and publication activity

The evidence of scientific activity and scientific works submitted for
participation in this competition, published after taking up the academic
position of "associate professor," include:

- Author's monograph,




- University textbook (4 chapters),

- Publications in refereed international journals (20 publications),
- Publications in non-refereed journals (36 publications),

- Participation in a scientific university project,

- Supervision of two successfully defended doctoral students,

- Citations of scientific works (108 citations, 103 of which are in
refereed international publications),

- Reference for h-index in Scopus (h-index = 5).

The 61 scientific papers submitted for participation in the competition
are "real publications" — they have undergone peer review and/or formal
editorial work and, in this regard, are not subject to re-review/re-editing. In
this regard, this review is an assessment of the quantity and quality
compliance of the submitted works with the requirements for the position of
"professor" at MU Plovdiv, which are fully met by the scientific publications
submitted by the candidate. The published scientific papers cover a wide
range of surgical problems from various fields of general surgery, which can
be grouped thematically as follows:

- Emergency abdominal surgery,
- Colorectal surgery,

- Thyréid gland surgery,

- Abdominal wall hernia surgery,
- Surgical infection,

- Liver echinococcosis surgefy,

- Complications in surgery,

- Others (Al in surgery, case studies, etc.)



A relatively objective assessment of the value of the publications
presented in this competition and their impact on the scientific community
can be derived from their citation rate. In thjs regard, the data presented for
103 citations in refereed international publications and h-index=5 are an
indicator of a positive assessment of the value and impact of the scientific
works presented in the competition among the global scientific surgical
community.

The candidate's academic scientific activity should also be noted
separately for his academic mentoring, realized as the supervision of two
successfully defended PhD doctoral students in General Surgery at MU
Plovdiv:

- Dr. Dimitar Hadzhiev, MD, PhD on the topic: "Surgical aspects of
inguinal hemioplasty",

- Dr. Elena Hadzhieva, MD, PhD on the topic: "Surgical aspects of
anorectal abscesses in children and adults".

An academic report from Plovdiv Medical University on teaching and
research activities has been submitted in accordance with the requirements of
the university.

Summary assessment of the candidate for the academic position of
""Professor" in General Surgery at MU Plovdiy

The summary assessment of the sole candidate’s in this competition
compliance with the minimum national requirements under Article 2b,
paragraphs 2 and 3, respectively, and the requirements under Article 2b,
paragraph 5 of the ZRASRB and those specific to MU — Plovdiv requirements
for areas and units with clinical activity, as defined in the Regulations for
Academic Development at the Medical University — Plovdiv, results in a
calculated overall assessment of 2573.88 points. This result significantly
exceeds the requirements for the position in the competition at MU Plovdiv.



Conclusion

According to the official information provided to me, the current
procedure and competition for the academic position of "Professor" in
General Surgery at MU Plovdiv are in accordance with the regulatory
requirements. The only candidate in the competition is Assoc. Prof. Dr.
Dzhevdet Ibryam Chakarov, MD, PhD. The evidence of scientific and
teaching activity presented by the candidate meets the mandatory
scientometric indicators of MU-Plovdiv for field 7.1. Medicine (medical-
clinical) for the position of "Professor".

The candidate in this competition MEETS the mandatory and specific
conditions and criteria for the academic position of "Professor" at the Medical
University of Plovdiv.
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March 2, 2026 Prof. Dr. Alexander Julianov, MD, PhD




