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To the Chair of the Scientific Jury
Appointed by Order No. R-2505 / 21.04.2026
Of the Rector of the Medical University of Plovdiv

REVIEW

By Prof. Dr. Yana Dimitrova Boceva, MD, PhD
Department of Clinical Laboratory, Medical University "Prof. Dr. P. Stoyanov" — Varna

Elected as a member of the Scientific Jury appointed by Order No. R-2505 / 21.04.2026 of the
Rector of the Medical University of Plovdiv, in connection with the procedure for occupying the
academic position "Associate Professor" in the scientific specialty "Clinical Laboratory" for
teaching in Bulgarian and English languages (one part-time position at 4 hours/day), published in
the State Gazette issue No. 13 / 13.02.2026, and following an approved proposal by the Faculty
Council of the Faculty of Medicine at MU-Plovdiv (Protocol No. 3 / 15.04.2026) for conducting
a competition to fill one academic position of "Associate Professor” with two candidates: Chief
Assistant Dr. Snezhana Stoyanova Stoencheva, MD, PhD and Chief Assistant Dr. Delyana
Miteva Davcheva, MD, PhD.

The review has been prepared in accordance with the general rules for drafting reviews and
opinions for academic position competitions at MU-Plovdiv . The scientific research and
teaching activities of the candidates are evaluated based on the indicators of the Development of
Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria Act (ZRASRB), the Regulations for its
implementation, and the Regulations for occupying the corresponding academic position adopted
within the Rules of Organization and Activity of MU-Plovdiv . The candidates participating in
the competition have submitted all necessary documents required under ZRASRB and internal
university regulations .

I will present a comprehensive analysis of the candidates' career profiles, an evaluation of their
scientific works for overall academic development, a qualitative assessment of their educational,
methodological and teaching activities, and an evaluation of their compliance with the minimum
national requirements under Art. 2b, p.2, 3, and 5 of ZRASRB, alongside the specific
institutional criteria of the Medical University of Plovdiv .

L. Biographical Data and Career Profile of the Candidates

Dr. Snezhana Stoyanova Stoencheva, MD, PhD
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Dr. Snezhana Stoyanova Stoencheva, MD, PhD, is a clinical laboratory specialist and currently
holds the position of Chief Assistant in the Department of Clinical Laboratory at the Faculty of
Medicine, MU-Plovdiv .

She graduated from English Language High School in Plovdiv in 1999 .

She graduated from MU-Plovdiv in 2006.

Her professional development began in 2007 at MDL "Astralab" Ltd. in Gorna Oryahovitsa .
Since March 2012, she has worked as a physician in the Central Clinical Laboratory of
UMBAL "St. George" in Plovdiv .

In 2014, she acquired her medical specialty in Clinical Laboratory .

In January 2015, she was appointed as an "Assistant" in the Department of Clinical
Laboratory at MU-Plovdiv .

In June 2023, she successfully defended her PhD dissertation on: "Clinical-laboratory
evaluation of coagulation and fibrinolysis in patients with malignant diseases" .

Since January 2024, she has served as a "Chief Assistant" .

She is the coordinator for educational affairs and webmaster for the department's website .
She is fluent in English and serves as a board member of the Bulgarian Society of Clinical
Laboratory .

Dr. Delyana Miteva Davcheva, MD, PhD

Dr. Delyana Miteva Davcheva, MD, PhD, completed her Master's degree in Medicine at MU-
Plovdiv in 2003 .

In 2006, she enrolled as a resident in the Department of Clinical Laboratory at MU-Plovdiv .
Since 2007, she has worked as a physician at UMBAL "St. George", Plovdiv .

In 2010, she won a competition to become an "Assistant" in the department .

She acquired her specialty in Clinical Laboratory in 2011 .

She completed a Master's degree in "Public Health and Health Management" in 2014 .

Since 2015, she has been the head of the "Elemental Analysis" Research Laboratory at the
Technological Center for Emergency Medicine in Plovdiv (later integrated into the Research
Institute of MU-Plovdiv) .

In 2022, she defended her PhD dissertation on: "ICP-MS multi-element analysis —
applicability in clinical-laboratory practice” .

Since 2023, she is a "Chief Assistant" at MU-Plovdiv .

She is fluent in written and spoken Bulgarian, English, and German .

She is a member of the Bulgarian Medical Association, the Union of Scientists in Bulgaria,
and the Bulgarian Society of Clinical Laboratory .

The data show the upward and consistent career development of two candidates with a focus on

institutional career development and expansion and deepening of professional skills. The gradual



upgrading of the qualification from resident to specialist in the profile specialist, defense of the
PhD and the transition to the academic positions of assistant and chief assistant marks a lasting
upward trend, which determines the grounds for participation in the competition for the academic
position "ASSOCIATED PROFESSOR".

II. General Description of the Materials Submitted for the Competition

Dr. Snezhana Stoencheva submitted:

® PhD Dissertation (2023): "Clinical-laboratory evaluation of coagulation and fibrinolysis in
patients with malignant diseases" .

® Habilitation Work / Monograph (2025): "Laboratory markers for hypercoagulability in
transfusion-dependent beta-thalassemia” (Lax Book, Plovdiv, ISBN 978-619-1 89-329-4) .

® Indexed Publications: 10 articles in scientific publications refereed and indexed in
international databases (Scopus/Web of Science), 6 of which have a combined Impact Factor
(IF)of 14.8 .

® Peer-Reviewed Articles: 6 publications in non-refereed peer-reviewed Jjournals or edited
collective volumes .

® Citations: 84 citations/reviews in Scopus/WoS indexed journals (1260 points); 5 citations in
peer-reviewed monographs (50 points); 12 citations in non-refereed peer-reviewed journals
(60 points) .

® Projects & Textbooks: Participation in 10 national scientific or educational projects and co-
authorship of 3 university textbooks. Her Scopus h-index is 4, and WoS h-index is 4 . She is
the first or second author in 6(37.5%) of her submitted publications.

The total number of articles in the overall academic development of the candidate, indicated in
her CV, is 22, 13 of them in Scopus/Web of science, 9 with impact factor, h-index 4. She is the
first or lead author in 15 (68%) of the publications.

The citations submitted by the candidate for the purposes of the competition are a total of 99, 84
of which are refereed scientific journals, marking the international recognition of her publication
output.

The topic of the publications, dissertation and monograph is mainly related to thrombosis,
thrombotic risk and laboratory hemostasis - a leading field in laboratory medicine with a clinical
profile and highly specialized expertise.

The presented full-text publications are the result of joint research in a team with specialists from
clinical medical specialties and work on research projects mainly in the field of hematology,
medical oncology, endocrinology, pediatrics, nephrology, infectious diseases and
interdisciplinary areas such as medical biochemistry, nanomedicine and
psychoneuroendocrinology:.



Dr. Stoencheva also presents her participation in the creation of 3 textbooks for the needs of
teaching the discipline "Clinical Laboratory" at MU-Plovdiv and the country. The latter is
evidence of the institutional affiliation, team profile and constructive creative attitude in the
teaching process.

Dr. Delyana Davcheva submitted:

PhD Dissertation: "ICP-MS multi-element analysis — applicability in clinical-laboratory

practice" .

® Habilitation Work / Monograph (2026): "Human lonom — clinical-laboratory aspects”
(FastPrintBooks, ISBN 978-619-236-661-2) .

® Published Book based on PhD (2026): "lonom profile in autoimmune thyroid disease"
(FastPrintBooks, ISBN 978-619-236-666-7) .

® Indexed Publications: 10 articles in Scopus/Web of Science databases, 7 of which have a
combined Impact Factor of 12.086 .

® Peer-Reviewed Articles: 23 publications in non-refereed peer-reviewed journals or collective
volumes .

® Citations: 44 citations in Scopus/WoS indexed journals (660 points) and 10 citations in non-
refereed peer-reviewed journals (50 points) .

® Projects & Textbooks: Participation in 2 national and 4 international scientific/educational
projects; co-authorship of 2 textbooks and 1 university study guide . Her Scopus h-index is 3,
and WoS h-index is 3 .

The citations submitted by the candidate for the purposes of the competition are 54 in total, 44 of
which are refereed scientific journals, marking the international recognition of the publication
and production.

Dr. Davcheva presents participation in the creation of 2 textbooks and one tool for the needs of
teaching the discipline "Clinical Laboratory" at MU-Plovdiv and the country. The latter is
evidence of responsible and consistent participation in building the candidate's teaching profile, a
team approach to the projects of the department and builds a full-fledged image of a teacher with
a mission to students in the process of their education.

I am impressed by the number of international projects - 4, in which Dr. Davcheva is a co-
researcher, as well as by their multifaceted focus. The latter is evidence of the position of an
established laboratory specialist among the academic community with expertise and potential for
scientific work.

IT1. Main Scientific Contributions of the Candidates






® Quantitative elemental analysis of spring waters in Bulgaria
Analysis of the capabilities of ICP-MS-based platforms for multielement analysis
® Laboratory diagnostics of the complex homeostasis of calcium, phosphorus and

magnesium in patients with thyroid dysfunction
® Study of the incretin effect in diabetes mellitus

® Assessment of the relationship between functional and morphological changes in women
with postpartum thyroiditis

® Reference values of procalcitonin in newborns up to 72 hours of age

L Assessment of the prognostic value of intraoperative parathyroid hormone for assessing

the risk of postoperative

IV. Evaluation of the Monographs

® Dr. Stoencheva's monograph stands out for its clear and accurate scientific style, addressing
hemostasis disorders and elevated thrombotic risk in specific clinical groups . It is a valuable
contribution to the specialized medical literature in Bulgaria .

® Dr. Davcheva's monograph possesses an original, contemporary title and bridges advanced
biomedical research with modern preventive medicine and clinical practice, showcasing high
analytical competence .

V. Evaluation of Educational-Methodological and Teaching Activity

Both candidates demonstrate high teaching activity at MU-Plovdiv, conducting lectures and
seminars for students in medical, nursing, pharmacy, and laboratory fields in both Bulgarian and
English tracks .

® Dr. Stoencheva has an average annual teaching load of 346.5 hours and has supervised 3
clinical laboratory residents and 4 individual specialized training tracks .

® Dr. Davcheva teaches across multiple disciplines and universities (including Plovdiv
University "Paisii Hilendarski"), has directed 1 clinical laboratory resident, and participated
in postgraduate fraining courses .

VII. Critical Notes and Recommendations: None .

VIII. Quantitative Analysis and Evaluation Table (Scientometric Criteria)

The quality and quantitative characteristics of the materials submitted for review by the two
candidates are impressive and are evidence of the serious preparation, personal and professional
potential of the two professors. Their work testifies to the applied significance of the created
scientific production and is proof that a consistent attitude and systematic effort create valuable
production and build on the expertise in the scientific class. The two candidates have created



their own niche and work in interdisciplinary teams in various areas of laboratory science. They
are a new reading of the scientific classics and will yet be a factor in the society of laboratory

medicine.

I am attaching a quantitative analysis of the scientific production submitted to me for review:

CpaBHHTe HA TA0IMIA 32 CHIIOCTABMMOCT HA KAHAUJATATE 33 3aeMaHe HA AJl

GROUP

wllouent* mo Knunnuna sabopatopus

INDICATORS

Dissertation for the award
of the educational and
scientific degree "doctor"
Habilitation work -
monograph

Published book on the
basis of a defended
dissertation for the award
of the educational and
scientific degree "doctor"
or for the award of the
scientific degree "doctor of
sciences"

Publications and reports,
published in scientific
journals, refereed and
indexed in world-
renowned databases with
scientific information
Scopus and/or Web of
Science, incl. 3 articles
with IF

Publications and reports,
published in non-refereed
Jjournals with scientific
peer-review or published
in edited collective
volumes

10. Citations or reviews in
scientific journals, refereed
and indexed in world-

REQUIRED NUMBER OF
NUMBER OF POINTS DR.
POINTS FOR SNEZHANA

AD STOENCHEVA
"ASSOCIATE
PROFESSOR"
50 50
100 100
- 40
200 points 156.6 points
15 articles, of
which 10 in
journals

refereed in

- 117.5 points

100 points 1260
7 citations in
journals,

NUMBER OF
POINTS DR.
DELYANA

DAVCHEVA

50

100

105.3

1584

660
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renowned databases with
scientific information or in
monographs and collective
volumes

Citations in monographs
and collective volumes
with scientific peer-review
Citations or reviews in
non-refereed journals with
scientific peer-review
Acquired medical specialty
Participation in a national
scientific or educational
project

Participation in an
international scientific or
educational project
Published university
textbook or textbook used
in the school network
Published university study
guide or study guide used
in the school network
Training of interns,
residents and PhD students
(seminars and practical
classes)

Teaching activity
Teaching workload
(lectures and exercises):

Academic position:

refereed in
Scopus and/or
Web of
Science

50

60

40

60 points

- 1 scientific
project (incl.
VUP)

- acquired
specialty (for
field 7.1.
Medicine)

100 points (for
the last 2 years
X0.5
points/hour)
200 points (for
the last 2 years
X1
point/hour)
Base: 346.5
200 points
(chief assistant
— 100 points
for 1 year)

40

10 PROJECTS
=150 POINTS

4 PROJECTS
=80 POINTS

3
TEXTBOOKS=17.3

30

346.5

216.66

50

40

2 PROJECTS
=30 POINTS

2
TEXTBOOKS=
11.4

1 GUIDE=3.3

60

337,5

291,7
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