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To the Chairman of the Scientific Jury,
determined by Order No. R - 2505/ 21.04.2026

To your Protoco No. 1/ dated 27.04.2026

REVIEW

on the competition for the academic position of "Associate Professor"
in the scientific specialty "Clinical Laboratory"
announced for the needs of MU-Plovdiv, Department of "Clinical Laboratory"

in the State Gazette, issue 13 dated 03.02.2026

Reviewer: Prof. Dr. Adelaide Ruseva, MD
Scientific specialty: Clinical Laboratory
Institution: MU Pleven

Documents of two candidates have been submitted for the competition - Senior Asst. Dr. Snezhana

Stoyanova Stoencheva, MD and Senior Asst. Dr. Delyana Miteva Davcheva, MD

1. Analysis of the candidates' career profile.

Dr. Snezhana Stoencheva has significant academic and professional experience. She graduated from the
Master of Medicine at the Medical University of Plovdiv in 2006. Since the beginning of 2007, she has been
working as a doctor at the Medical Laboratory “Astralab” Ltd. — Gorna Oryahovitsa. Since 2012, she has
been a doctor at the Clinical Laboratory of the University Hospital “St. George” EAD — Plovdiv. She is
enrolled as a PhD student in independent training at the Department of Clinical Laboratory, Medical
University of Plovdiv and has acquired the degree “Doctor”. From 2015 to 2024, she is an assistant
professor, and from 2024 to the present — chief assistant professor at the Department of Clinical Laboratory

of the Medical University of Plovdiv. In 2022 and 2023, she conducts specialized courses: "Electronic
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Learning”, "Designing a Training Course in an Electronic Environment", "Electronic Learning with MOODLE",
"Statistical Program Package SPSS v.17.0". As an assistant, she conducts lectures and practical exercises in
clinical laboratory for students from various specialties taught at MU Plovdiv, in Bulgarian and English. She
is the head of the specialization in clinical laboratory of one doctor. She conducts theoretical and practical
training for specializing doctors from various specialties. She has participated in a number of national and

international scientific congresses and conferences.

Il. General description of the materials submitted for the competition.

The materials submitted meet the requirements of the competition.

lll. Assessment of the candidate's scientific works for overall academic development.

» General characteristics of scientific production and publication activity: Total number of articles in overall
academic development - 22, 13 of them in Scopus/Web of science, 9 with impact factor, h-index 4.
Monograph - 1. Participation in teaching aids and textbooks - 3. Citations - 101. Participation in 30 national

and international forums, with 5 plenary reports delivered.

* Scientific activity — dissemination and application of the candidate's scientific and practical achievements

among the scientific community.

Dr. Stoncheva’s scientific research is focused mainly on changes in hemostasis indicators in patients with
malignant, hematological and other socially significant diseases. The emphasis is on the mechanisms of
hypercoagulability and the importance of laboratory markers for assessing thrombotic risk, monitoring and
prognosis of the disease. The presented full-text publications build an image of a thorough and analytical
researcher, with interests in a wide spectrum of medicine. Many of them are the result of joint studies in
a team with specialists from major clinical specialties such as hematology, medical oncology. Studies in this
area are mainly on indicators of increased risk of thrombotic events. They are particularly relevant, as they
allow early detection, more precise prognostic assessment, individualization of the therapeutic approach.
Other publications address problems and present conclusions and contributions in areas such as:
endocrinology, pediatrics, nephrology, infectious diseases. Some of the studies relate to interdisciplinary
areas such as medical biochemistry, nanomedicine and psychoneuroendocrinology, where the challenges,

but also the achievements, are even more significant.

¢ Participation in the implementation and management of projects; A Certificate from the Medical

University of Plovdiv has been presented regarding 9 participations in intra-university scientific projects, in



2 of them Dr. Stoencheva is a leading researcher. Additionally, a tenth participation in a scientific project

from 2026 has been presented.
» Scientific and creative achievements (scientific authority);

Dr. Stoencheva has participated in national and international scientific forums in the form of
communications and reports: 30 participations in scientific forums, with 5 plenary reports delivered, 2 at

international and 3 at national forums.

Dr. Stoencheva is a co-author of textbooks and training materials, including electronic media:
*CLINICAL LABORATORY INTERPRETATION OF RESULTS, 2021, ISBN:978-619-189-156-6
*CLINICAL LABORATORY, Textbook for Medical Students, 2024, ISBN:978-619-189-238
*CLINICAL LABORATORY, Textbook for Medical Students, 2026, ISBN: 978-619-189-330

IV. Evaluation of the monographic work or equivalent publications submitted for participation in the

competition for "ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR" by the candidate

The monograph "Laboratory markers of hypercoagulability in transfusion-dependent beta-thalassemia"
presents a thorough analysis of hemostasis disorders in these patients. The emphasis is placed on the
pathogenetic mechanisms leading to a prothrombotic state in these patients, the methods of laboratory
testing and the clinical significance of key markers, AT llI, protein C, protein S, D-dimer were evaluated; the

need for specific markers outside of routine tests is emphasized.

The interpretation of the results obtained depending on the clinical and laboratory characteristics of the
patients was analyzed. This approach aims to emphasize the importance of laboratory diagnostics for early
recognition of the hypercoagulable state, for optimizing the individual clinical approach in patients with

this disease.

V. Reflection (citation) of the candidate's publications in the national and foreign literature {(publication

image).

10 publications from Dr. Stoencheva's scientific output have been cited a total of 84 times in scientific
publications, referenced and indexed in Scopus and/or Web of Science. One of them, related to a new
perspective on phenindione as an anticoagulant, published only 3 years ago - 2023, has already been cited
31 times. In non-referenced publications, the citations are 12 in number, and in monographs and collective

volumes with scientific reviews - 5.



VI. Comprehensive, qualitative assessment of educational, methodological and teaching activity, incl.

scientific supervision of students, doctoral students, postgraduates.

Dr. Stoencheva conducts lectures and practical exercises in clinical laboratory for students of the specialty
"Medicine", 3rd year - in Bulgarian and English, practical exercises in clinical chemistry for students of the
specialty "Pharmacy”, 3rd year, practical exercises in clinical laboratory - students of the specialty
"Nursing”, 1st year, practical exercises in clinical laboratory - students of the specialty "Software
Programming in Medicine / Telemedicine", 1st year. She also participates in the training of students under

the Erasmus + program.

Dr. Stoencheva participates in examination committees for semester exams with students from the Faculty
of Pharmacy and the Faculty of Medicine of the Medical University of Plovdiv. She is a member of the
committee for conducting exams and colloquiums for specializing doctors. She is the head of the
specialization of 1 doctor in clinical laboratory. She conducts thematic lecture courses and seminars with

specializing doctors in Clinical Laboratory and specializing doctors from other specialties.

Through joint publications with doctoral students, Dr. Stoencheva is involved in their theoretical and

practical training.

From the submitted Study Load Report for the academic year 2022 — 2023, Dr. Stoecheva has 396.5 hours,
for the academic year 2023 — 2024 — 415.2, for the academic year 2024 — 2025 — 467.6 hours.

VII. Critical notes and recommendations - NO

VIIl. Overall assessment of the candidate's compliance with the mandatory conditions, quantitative
criteria and scientometric indicators according to the Regulation for holding academic positions at MU-

Plovdiv.

From the Self-Assessment Table for the candidate for Associate Professor presented in the competition
documents, it is evident that with a required minimum number of points of 810, Dr. Stoecheva has achieved

2594.39.

IX. Conclusion — Dr. Snezhana Stoencheva meets the mandatory and specific conditions and

scientometric criteria for the academic position of "ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR".



I. Analysis of the candidates' career profile.

Dr. Delyana Davcheva graduated from the Medical University of Plovdiv in 2003. In 2006, Dr. Davcheva
continued her education by enrolling in a specialization in clinical laboratory, and from 2012 to 2014, she
completed a master's degree in public health and health management at the Medical University of Plovdiv.

In 2020, she was enrolled in an open doctoral program.

Dr. Davcheva's professional path began in 2007, when she started working in the Clinical Laboratory of the .
University Hospital "St. George", Plovdiv. In 2010, she was elected as an assistant professor, and since 2023,
she has been a chief assistant professor at the Medical University of Plovdiv, and has also worked as a part-
time lecturer at the Department of Analytical Chemistry and Computational Chemistry of the Plovdiv
University "Paisiy Hilendarski". Since 2015, Dr. Davcheva has been the head of the research laboratory,
"Elementary Analysis", at the "Technological Center for Emergency Medicine" - Plovdiv. Since 2020, this
structure has been part of the scientific institute of MU - Plovdiv. In her CV, Dr. Davcheva has indicated her
participation in 3 specialized courses related to auditing according to I1SO 15189:2012, statistical software
package SPSS and methodological foundations of scientific research. She conducts lectures and practical
exercises in clinical laboratory for students of various specialties taught at the Medical University of Plovdiy,
in Bulgarian and English, as well as lectures and exercises in clinical laboratory for specializing doctors. She
is the head of the specialization in clinical laboratory of a doctor. She has participated in a number of .

national and international scientific congresses and conferences.

Il. General description of the materials submitted for the competition.

The materials submitted meet the requirements of the competition.

lll. Evaluation of the candidate’s scientific works for overall academic development.
e General characteristics of scientific production and publication activity:

Presented in the competition are: 1 monograph, 1 book based on a dissertation, 33 full-text publications,
of which: 10 publications in refereed and indexed in world-renowned databases of scientific information
(Scopus and/or Web of Science), of which 7 are with IF, total IF=12.086. 23 publications in non-refereed
journals with scientific review or published in edited collective volumes are also presented. Participations

in teaching aids and textbooks — 3 pcs. Citations — 54.



» Scientific activity — dissemination and application of the candidate’s scientific and practical achievements

among the scientific community.

Dr. Davcheva's scientific research is focused primarily on a broad scientific issue, aimed at current problems
and application of innovative technologies in the field of laboratory medicine, public health and dentistry.
The emphasis is placed on 4 main areas: 1. Validation of new ICP-MS methods. 2. Scientific and applied
contributions related to the assessment of the informative value of new laboratory biomarkers and
laboratory constellations. 3. Assessment of nutritional attitudes as a key modifiable factor of lifestyle. 4.
Impact of the covid-19 pandemic on some aspects of social life. The content of Dr. Davcheva's full-text
publications presents her as a researcher with a clear focus on key areas in laboratory and clinical medicine.
Multidisciplinary research teams are essential for generating innovative scientific ideas and high-quality

scientific output.

e Participation in project implementation and management. Dr. Davcheva has participated in 4
international projects, 2 national and 11 intra-university projects, in one of which she is the principal

investigator.

She is a co-author of 3 university textbooks (in the presented documents the number is 2) and 1 university

teaching aid:

*CLINICAL LABORATORY INTERPRETATION OF RESULTS, 2021, ISBN:978-619-189-156-6
*CLINICAL LABORATORY, Textbook for Medical Students, 2024, ISBN:978-619-189-238-9
*CLINICAL LABORATORY, Textbook for Medical Students, 2026, ISBN: 978-619-189-330-0

* QUESTIONS, TESTS AND TASKS FOR SELF-TRAINING IN CLINICAL CHEMISTRY, 2011, ISBN: 978-954-8326-
49-0.

IV. Evaluation of the monographic work or equivalent publications submitted for participation in the

competition for “ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR” by the candidate.

In the competition for associate professor, Dr. Davcheva is presented with a habilitation work, i.e.

monograph:
Davcheva D. “Human lonome — Clinical and Laboratory Aspects”. 2026, ISBN 978-619-236-661-2.

The monograph is presented on 266 pages, which traces the path of macro- and microelements from their

theoretical biological foundations to their practical application, both in the field of clinical laboratory and
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in the field of nutrition and environmental risk. This work skillfully combines the modern concepts of world
science, presented on the basis of 376 literary sources, with data from own studies. The last chapter of the
monograph presents the potential of biomonitoring studies. The clear outline of a future direction for

scientific research gives the work a visionary character.

Dr. Davcheva also presents a published book based on a defended dissertation for the award of the degree
"doctor": "lonome profile in autoimmune thyroid disease". 2026, ISBN 978-619-236-666-7. It concludes
with important conclusions for practice, based on the established suboptimal serum selenium
concentrations in a significant part of the reference population, statistically significant hypomagnesemia in

all patients with autoimmune thyroiditis and higher serum copper values in patients with hyperthyroidism.

V. Reflection (citation) of the candidate's publications in the national and foreign literature {(publication

image).

From the list of citations in scientific publications, referenced and indexed in world-renowned databases
with scientific information (Scopus and/or Web of Science), it can be seen that 14 articles by Dr. Davcheva

have been cited 44 times.

VI. Comprehensive, qualitative assessment of educational, methodological and teaching activities,

including scientific supervision of students, doctoral students, and postgraduates.

Dr. Davcheva participates in competitions for enrollment in clinical laboratory specialization, for
appointment as an assistant, for a clinical laboratory lecturer at the Medical College of Plovdiv. For the
summer semester of the 2021/2022 academic year, Dr. Davcheva received an award for the best lecturer

among third-year medical students.
VIl. Notes and recommendations.

In the submitted documents, Dr. Davcheva has a Certificate from the Vice Rector for Research and
Development of the Medical University of Plovdiv regarding participation in 11 intra-university scientific
projects, which do not appear in the submitted Self-Assessment Table, indicator “E”, item 16. This corrects
the total number of points by +165. Under indicator E 20 — publishing a university textbook, Dr. Davcheva
self-assesses herself with 11.4 points, corresponding to points for 2 textbooks. In reality, she has
participation in 3 textbooks, identical to the participation of Dr. Stoencheva. This means a correction of the

total number of points: + 5.71.



At the same time, under indicator “E”, item 22: Training of interns, postgraduates and doctoral students,
where a maximum of 30 points are provided, 60 is entered in the Self-Assessment Table. This corrects the
total number of points by -30. Thus, the overall correction of the total number of points from the Self-

Assessment Table of Dr. Davcheva is: +140.71, and the total number of points is 2158.3.

VIil. Overall assessment of the candidate's compliance with the mandatory conditions, quantitative
criteria and scientometric indicators according to the Regulation for holding academic positions at MU-

Plovdiv.

From the Self-Assessment Table for the Candidate for Associate Professor presented in the competition
documents and the corrections made (in favor of the candidate), it is clear that with a required minimum

number of points of 810, Dr. Davcheva achieved 2158.3.

IX. Conclusion: Dr. Davcheva meets the mandatory and specific conditions and scientometric criteria for

the academic position of "ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR".
X. Proposal for ranking/occupation of the position.

It is evident that both applications meet the necessary conditions and criteria, and are absolutely
competitive. However, the quantitative scientometric indicators are in favor of the candidate Dr. Snezhana

Stoencheva, as reflected in Table 1:



GROUP

INDICATORS

VALUE

ASSOCIATE
PROFESSOR

POINTS of Dr.

Stoencheva

POINTS of Dr.

Davcheva

1. Dissertation for the
award of the educational
and scientific degree

"Doctor"

50

50

50

50

2. Dissertation for the
award of the scientific
degree "Doctor of

Science"

100

3. Habilitation thesis -

monograph

100

100

100

100

4. Habilitation thesis -
scientific publications in
journals that are refereed
and indexed in world-
renowned databases of

scientific information

60/n

5. Published monograph
that is not presented as a

main habilitation thesis

100

6. Published book based
on a defended
dissertation for the award
of the educational and

scientific degree "Doctor"

40

200

40




POINTS of Dr. POINTS of Dr.
GROUP | INDICATORS VALUE ASSOCIATE Stoencheva Davcheva
PROFESSOR
or for the award of the 15 articles,
scientific degree "Doctor of which 10
of Sciences" in journals
o referenced in
7. Publications and 60/n 156,6 105,3
. . Scopus
reports published in
o and/or Web
scientific journals,
of Science,
refereed and indexed in
including 3
world-renowned
articles with
databases
IF
8. Publications and 30/n 117,5 158,4
reports published in non-
refereed peer-reviewed
journals or published in
edited collective volumes
9. Published chapter ofa | 20/n
collective monograph
10. Citations/reviews in 15 100 1260 660
scientific publications,
referenced and indexed in
world-renowned 7 citations in
databases of scientific journals
A information or in referenced in
monographs and Scopus
collective volumes and/or Web
of Science
11. Citationsin 10 50

monographs and peer-
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GROUP

INDICATORS

VALUE

ASSOCIATE
PROFESSOR

POINTS of Dr.

Stoencheva

POINTS of Dr.

Davcheva

reviewed collective

volumes

12. Citations/reviews in
non-refereed journals

with scientific review

60

50

13. Obtained scientific
degree "Doctor of

Science"

40

14. Guidance for a
successfully defended

doctoral student

40/n

15Acquired medical
specialty

40

16Participation in a
national or educational

project

15

17. Participationinan
international scientific or

educational project

20

18. Leadership of a
national scientific or

educational project

30

19. Management of an
international scientific or

educational project

40

60

-1 scientific
project
acquired

specialty

40

40

150

195

80
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POINTS of Dr. POINTS of Dr.
GROUP | INDICATORS VALUE ASSOCIATE Stoencheva Davcheva

PROFESSOR
20. Published university 40/n (for field 7.1. | 17,13 17,13
textbook/textbook used Medicine)
in the school network
21. Published university 20/n 3,3
textbook or textbook used
in the school network
22. Training of interns, 30 30 30
postgraduates and
doctoral students
Teaching activity:
Study load (lectures and 100 346,5 337,5
exercises):

(for the last 2

W year X 0.5/h)

Academic position: 200 216,66 291,7

( Senior

Assistant —

100 points

for 1 year)
TOTAL: 810

2594,39 2158,3
Table 1
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Based on the scientometric indicators, | rank the candidates as follows:
1. Chief Assistant Dr. Snezhana Stoyanova Stoencheva, MD
2. Chief Assistant Dr. Delyana Miteva Davcheva, MD

and | suggest that the members of the esteemed scientific jury support and vote positively for the election
of Dr. Snezhana Stoencheva, MD, for ASSOC. PROFESSOR in the scientific specialty Clinical Laboratory at

the Department of Clinical Laboratory of MU Plovdiv.

“¥

3anuyeHo Ha OCHOBaHWe
Yn.5 §1, 6.“B” Pernament (EC)2016/679

June 2026 Prof. A. Ruseva /
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