STATEMENT
By Assoc. Prof. Irena Ivanova Gencheva — Angelova, MD, PhD

Department of “Clinical Laboratory, Clinical Immunology and Allergology”,

Faculty of Health Care. MU - Pleven

€-mal !: g 3anMyeHo Ha OCHOBaHMe ym
Yn5 §1, 6.“B” PernameHt (EC)2016/679

Subject: Competition procedure for filling one academic position "Associate Professor” in the
scientific specialty "Clinical Laboratory”, at the Department of "Clinical Laboratory” for teaching
Bulgarian and English - one part-time (4 hours), announced in the State Gazette, issue 13/03.02.2026
with two candidates - Senior Assistant Professor Snezhana Stoyanova Stoencheva, MD, PhD and
Senior Assistant Professor Delyana Miteva Davcheva, MD, PhD

The opinion has been prepared in accordance with the Law on the Development of the Academic Staff
in the Republic of Bulgaria (LDASRB), the Regulations for its implementation and the Regulations for
the Development of the Academic Staff at MU — Plovdiv.

The materials submitted to me for the competition meet the requirements of the Regulations on the
Conditions and Procedure for Acquiring Scientific Degrees and Holding Academic Positions at MU —
Plovdiv.

I. Career Profile of the Candidate

1. Education and Professional Qualification

Dr. Snezhana Stoencheva was born on 03.10.1980. In 2006, she graduated in Medicine from the
Medical University — Plovdiv. In 2013, she acquired a specialty in Clinical Laboratory. Since 2023.
she has held the educational and scientific degree “Doctor” in the scientific specialty “Clinical
Laboratory.” Since 2015, she has served as an Assistant in the Department of Clinical Laboratory at
the Medical University — Plovdiv, and since 2024, she has held the position of Senior Assistant in the

same department.

Dr. Delyana Davcheva was born on 28.04.1977. In 2003, she graduated in Medicine from the Medical
University — Plovdiv. In 2011, she acquired a specialty in Clinical Laboratory. Since 2022, she has held
the educational and scientific degree “Doctor” in the scientific specialty “Clinical Laboratory”. Since
2023, she has served as a Senior Assistant in the Department of Clinical Laboratory at the Medical

University — Plovdiv.
2. Teaching Load and Educational Activity

Dr. Stoencheva's teaching workload over the last three years is as follows: in the academic year
2022/2023 - 644.5 hours, 2023/2024 - 631.2 hours, 2024/2025 - 698.6 hours, Dr. Stoencheva
conducts classroom teaching activities for students in Medicine and Pharmacy in both Bulgarian- and
English-language programs, as well as for nursing students, and participates in examination activities.

Dr. Davcheva's teaching workload over the last three years is as follows: in the academic year
2022/2023 - 639.1 hours, 2023/2024 - 695.4 hours, 2024/2025 - 637.8 hours, Dr. Davcheva conducts
classroom teaching activities for students in Medicine and Pharmacy in both Bulgarian- and English-
language programs, as well as for nursing students, and participates in examination activities.

3. Memberships in Scientific Organizations

Dr. Stoencheva has the following memberships in scientific organizations:
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* Bulgarian Medical Union

* Bulgarian Society of Clinical Laboratory - member of the Board

Dr. Davcheva has the following memberships in scientific organizations:

* Bulgarian Medical Union
* Union of Scientists in Bulgaria

* Bulgarian Society of Clinical Laboratory
I1. Research Activity

1. Publications

For participation in the competition, Dr. Stoencheva has submitted: 1 monograph, 10 publications in
Scopus/Web of Science, outside of PhD with a total impact factor of 14.8; 6 publications and reports
published in non-refereed journals with scientific review or in edited collective volumes.

For participation in the competition, Dr. Davcheva has submitted: 1 monograph, 1 published book
(which has an ISBN) based on a defended dissertation, 10 publications in Scopus/Web of Science,

outside of PhD with a total impact factor of 12.086; 23 publications and reports published in non-
refereed journals with scientific review or in edited collective volumes.

2. Scientific Projects

Dr. Stoencheva has participated in 10 national scientific or educational projects.

Dr. Davcheva has participated in scientific projects as follows: 2 international and 2 national
scientific projects.

3. Habilitation Work

In connection with the competition procedure, Dr. Snezhana Stoencheva submitted a habilitation
thesis entitled “Laboratory Markers of Hypercoagulability in Transfusion-Dependent Beta-
Thalassemia.” In this monographic work, Dr. Stoencheva analyzes the principal laboratory markers of
hypercoagulability in patients with transfusion-dependent beta-thalassemia, examining them in the
context of normal and pathological hemostasis. Particular emphasis is placed on the pathogenetic
mechanisms Jeading to the development of a prothrombotic state in these patients.

The thesis presents the main methods used in laboratory assessment, the clinical significance of the
key markers, and the interpretation of the obtained results. Through this approach, the author highlights
the importance of laboratory diagnostics for the early identification of hypercoagulability, as well as

the need to optimize the individualized clinical approach in patients with transfusion-dependent beta-
thalassemia.

With this scientific work, Dr. Stoencheva not only expands the existing knowledge regarding
hypercoagulability in beta-thalassemia, but also shifts the focus from the traditionally recognized
“high-risk” transfusion-independent beta-thalassemia (TIBT) toward a more nuanced understanding of
thrombotic risk in transfusion-dependent beta-thalassemia (TDBT). She outlines TDBT as an
independent model of a chronic, modified, yet persistent prothrombotic state that warrants targeted
laboratory and clinical attention. Furthermore, the author clearly identifies future perspectives for the
study and clinical application of laboratory markers of hypercoagulability.

In connection with the competition procedure, Dr. Delyana Davcheva has presented a monograph
entitled “Human lonome — Clinical and Laboratory Aspects.” Structured in five chapters, the

monograph examines the role of ionomics within the framework of contemporary holistic approaches
in medicine.
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The first chapter provides a detailed analysis of the clinical significance of calcium, magnesium, and
phosphorus. The second chapter focuses on toxic trace elements and their impact on human health. The
third chapter presents a review of the currently available laboratory biomarkers for the assessment of
trace element status, as well as their limitations. A significant contribution of the work is the discussion
of ICP-MS-based methods in multielement analysis. In this context, the author presents her own study
on the optimization of the ICP-MS method for the quantitative determination of mercury in urine.

The fourth chapter is devoted to the relationship between nutrition and elemental status. In the fifth
chapter, Dr. Davcheva outlines future perspectives in the field, with particular emphasis on
biomonitoring and emerging opportunities for innovative diagnostic approaches.

5. Citations

Dr. Stoencheva has 84 citations in scientific publications, referenced and indexed in world-renowned
databases of scientific information (only Scopus and Web of science) or in monographs and
collective volumes - 1260 points.

Dr. Davcheva has 44 citations in scientific publications, referenced and indexed in world-renowned
databases of scientific information (only Scopus and Web of science) or in monographs and
collective volumes and 10 citations or reviews in non-refereed journals with scientific review. Total -
710 points.

II1. Therapeutic - Diagnostic Activity

Currently, Dr. Stoencheva is a Chief Assistant Professor at the Medical University - Plovdiv, Faculty
of Medicine, Department of Clinical Laboratory.

Dr. Davcheva is a Chief Assistant Professor at the Medical University - Plovdiv, Faculty of Medicine,
Department of Clinical Laboratory.

IV. Critical Notes and Recommendations - No critical notes or recommendations are made.

V. Evaluation of the Applicant's Compliance with the Mandatory Conditions and Mandatory
Quantitative Criteria in Accordance with the University Regulations

Both candidates meet the general requirements, as well as the mandatory quantitative scientometric
criteria stipulated by the University regulations for the acquisition of the academic position of
“Associate Professor.”

POINTS POINTS

. . OF OF
| Group Parameters Value Associate |

| . Professor Dr. Dr.
' Stoencheva | Davcheva |
|'

1 Dissertation 50 50 50 50

submitted for the award n;

A of the educational and
scientific degree
“Doctor”

B 2, Dissertation 100

submitted for the award
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of the scientific degree
“Doctor of Science”

'3, Habilitation thesis 100 100 100 100
(monograph)
"4. Habilitation thesis - | 60/n for 1
' scientific publications  each post
I (not fewer than 10)
published in journals
indexed and abstracted
in internationally
! recognized scientific ;
‘ databases. i
| & Published 100
| monograph not f
submitted as the main i
habilitation thesis
i
200
|
' 15 articles, .
. of which 10
6. Published book based 40 40
are .
on a defended ; y
; . . published in '
dissertation submitted Coumas
for the award of the ] .
A indexed in
| educational and
| ientific degree L
| | icnen 4 g and/or Web
Doctor or the .
| aatonss of Science,
! scientific degree wicliidi 3
' ' “Doctor of Science.” o |
! ; ) articles with
| '7. Publications and | 60/n,or |an impact| 1566 105.3
reports published in | distributed | factor (IF).
- scientific journals, | proportional
indexed and abstracted | ly according
in internationally toa
recogniszed  scientific | contribution
databases, protocol
8. Publications and 30/n, or 117.5 158.4
reports published in | distributed
non-refereed peer- | proportional
reviewed journals or in | ly according
edited collective toa
volumes contribution
protocol
9. Published chapter in 20/n

a collective monograph
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10. Citations or reviews
in scientific publications
indexed and abstracted
in internationally
recognized scientific
databases, as well as in
monographs and
collective volumes

11. Citations in peer-
reviewed monographs
and collective volumes

10

12. Citations or reviews
in non-refereed journals
with scientific review

7 citations
in journals
indexed in
Scopus
and/or Web
of Science

1260

660

50

60

50

13. Awarded the
scientific degree “Doctor
of Science”

40

14. Supervision of a
successfully defended
doctoral student (n
represents the number of
co-supervisors of the
respective doctoral
student)

40/n

15. Acquired medical
specialty

40

16. Participation in a
national scientific or
educational project

15

1% P_articipation in an |

international scientific or
educational project

20

18. Leadership of a
national scientific or
educational project

30

19. Management of an
international scientific or
educational project

40

60

- 1
scientific
project

- acquired
medical
specialty
(for field
A

- Medicine)

40

40

150

30

80
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‘ '20. Published university  40/n | a3 ] 114
' textbook or textbook '
‘ used in the school system

"21. Published university 20/ —. = 33
textbook or textbook !
used in the school system

‘ 22. Training of interns, 30 30 60 |

postgraduates and
doctoral students
(seminars and practical
classes)

‘j Teaching activity:

' Study load (Lectures and 100 346.5 3375

ePractical Classes): — . |
or the las

' | 2 years X
G 0.5 '
points/hour) ‘

Academic Position: 200 216.66 291.7

(Senior |
Assistant —
100 points
per 1 year)

I TOTAL: 810 2594.39 2017.6
|

Ranking based on the mandatory conditions and mandatory quantitative criteria according to
the University regulations:

Ist place —~Snezhana Stoyanova Stoencheva, MD, PhD
2nd place —Delyana Miteva Davcheva, MD, PhD
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V1. Conclusion

Both candidates, Dr. Snezhana Stoencheva and Dr. Delyana Davcheva, are recognized
professionals, researchers, and educators. Their overall scientific, teaching, and learning
activities meet the requirements of the Academic Staff Development Act of the Republic of
Bulgaria, its implementing regulations, and the Regulations for the activities of the Medical
University — Plovdiv regarding the appointment to the academic position of “Associate
Professor.”

Based on the scientometric indicators declared by both candidates and reflected in the
assessment table for compliance with the mandatory conditions and quantitative criteria under
the University regulations, I express my positive opinion that the academic position of
“Associate Professor” in the field of higher education 7. Health and Sports, professional field
7.1 Medicine, scientific specialty “Clinical Laboratory,” be awarded to Snezhana Stoencheva,
MD, PhD for the needs of the Department of Clinical Laboratory at the Medical University —

Plovdiv. / p

3anu4eHo Ha OCHOBaHWe
Yn.5 §1, 6.“B” Pernament (EC)2016/679

29/05/2026 Prepared the opinion: .......
/ Assoc. Prof. Irena Gencheva — Angelova, MD, PhD/
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