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      To the 

Chair of the Scientific Jury, 

appointed by Order No. R - 2505/21.04.2026 

from the Rector of the Medical University - Plovdiv, 

Prof. Dr. Angel Uchikov 

  

Blvd. V. Aprilov №15A 

4002 Plovdiv 

 

According to Protocol No. 1/ 27.04.2026. 

 

 

Opinion on a competition for the position of Associate Professor in the scientific specialty 

"Clinical Laboratory" announced for the needs of MU-Plovdiv, at the Department of Clinical 

Laboratory in the State Gazette, issue 13/03.02.2026, and upon an approved proposal of the 

Faculty of Medicine of MU - Plovdiv (pr. No. 3 of 15.04.2026) 

 

 

External member of the Scientific Committee:  

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Irena Dimitrova Ivanova, MD, specializes in Clinical Laboratory. 

Institution – University Hospital "St. Ivan Rilski", Sofia 

 

 

Candidates – two candidates: Dr. Snezhana Stoyanova Stoencheva, MD, and Dr. Delyana 

Miteva Davcheva, MD 

 

 

The procedure adheres to the Act on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of 

Bulgaria and the Regulations on the Development of the Academic Staff at Medical University 

- Plovdiv. 

 

  

Contact details and address: 

 

Postal address: Sofia 1431, 15 Acad. Ivan Evst. Geshov Blvd., St. Ivan Rilski University 

Hospital, Clinical Laboratory Department, 2nd floor 

 

E-mail address: irena.dimitrova@gmail.com 

 

Phone: +359 87 772 1478 
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Typewriter
Р-НО-1064/19.06.2026
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OPINION 

 

 

Candidate Assistant Professor Dr. Snezhana Stoyanova Stoencheva, MD 

 

 

I. Analysis of the candidate's career profile. 

 

1. Education and qualifications 

Dr. Snezhana Stoencheva graduated from Language High School 'Plovdiv', specializing 

in English, in Plovdiv in 1999, and in 2006 she graduated from Medical University – Plovdiv 

as a Master of Medicine. In 2009, she began specializing in Clinical Laboratory at Medical 

University – Plovdiv, which she completed in 2013.  

 

      2. Academic development 

 

The academic development of Dr. Stoyencheva has been consistent and stepwise, from 

Assistant in the Department of Clinical Laboratory in 2015 to Chief Assistant in the same 

department in 2024, and currently.  

During the period 2021 – 2023, she successfully defended her doctoral thesis and 

obtained the Doctor of Philosophy degree on 15 June 2023 at the Department of Clinical 

Laboratory at MU – Plovdiv. The topic of the thesis: Clinical and laboratory assessment of 

coagulation and fibrinolysis in patients with malignant diseases (Diploma No. 437 - DM). 

The dissertation is dedicated to coagulation changes in various malignant diseases – 

breast carcinoma, lung carcinoma, non-Hodgkin's lymphoma. Deviations in coagulation status 

have been found in up to 50% of all patients with oncological diseases and in up to 90% of 

those with metastases. The changes in laboratory parameters indicating activation of 

coagulation and fibrinolysis in carcinoma result from tumor growth, neoangiogenesis, and 

impaired function of the affected organ. Patients with malignant diseases require an individual 

approach and assessment of the risk of thrombotic complications. This also necessitates an 

individual plan for anticoagulant therapy aimed at preventing and reducing the frequency of 

thrombosis and treating associated pulmonary embolism. 

Since 2024 and currently, Dr. Stoencheva is a Chief Assistant Professor at the Medical 

University - Plovdiv, Faculty of Medicine, Department of Clinical Laboratory. 

 

3. Membership in professional organizations 

 

Bulgarian Medical Association 

Bulgarian Society of Clinical Laboratory 

Member of the Board of Directors of the Bulgarian Society of Clinical Laboratory 

 

 4. Professional experience 

 

Dr. Stoencheva's professional career in the field of Clinical Laboratory began in 2007, 

when she worked as a doctor at MDL "Astralab" in Gorna Oryahovitsa until 2010. In 2012, she 

started working in the Clinical Laboratory of UH "St. Georgi", Plovdiv. During this time, she 

gradually completed the required basic courses in the specialty, as well as specialized courses 

in laboratory medicine and other courses to enhance her professional qualifications. 
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She leads lectures and practical exercises in Clinical Laboratory, Clinical Chemistry, 

and Software Programming in Medicine/Telemedicine. She works with students under the 

Erasmus program. 

Participation in the preparation of postgraduates and doctoral students. 

  

5. Academic – administrative position 

Person responsible for the educational activities of the Department of Clinical 

Laboratory, responsible for the department's website, Medical Faculty, Medical University - 

Plovdiv 

 

ІІ. General description of the submitted materials for the competition. 

All necessary materials for participation in the competition are presented. 

  

ІII. Evaluation of scientific activity. 

Dr. Stoencheva's scientific interests are in hemostasis, markers of coagulation 

activation, and laboratory oncology. 

Participation in scientific projects – 10. 

Participation, incl. with reports, in national and international scientific forums – 30. 

 

ІV. Comprehensive, qualitative assessment of educational, methodological, and teaching 

activities. 

 

 Dr. Stoencheva is a specialist in clinical laboratory science with proven qualities in her 

professional and academic development. In addition to her medical work, she actively engages 

in teaching and scientific research. Her commitment to the professional organization confirms 

her intention to further develop in laboratory medicine.  

 

V. Citations of the candidate's publications in national and foreign literature (publication 

image). 

 

 According to the presented biography of Dr. Stoencheva, she has a total of 22 articles 

throughout her academic career, of which 13 are indexed in Scopus/Web of Science and 9 have 

an impact factor. First or leading author in 15 (68%) of the publications. Monograph - 1 issue. 

Participation in teaching aids and textbooks - 3 issues. Citations - 101. 

Data on scientific impact, measured by h - index - 4. 

 The presented monograph is entitled "Laboratory markers of hypercoagulability in 

transfusion-dependent beta-thalassemia", published in 2025; with reviewers Assoc. Prof. Dr. 

Irena Gencheva, MD, and Assoc. Prof. Dr. Dobrinka Dineva, MD. The monograph presents an 

in-depth look at an important aspect of the clinical course of transfusion-dependent beta-

thalassemia: hemostatic disorders and increased thrombotic risk in these patients. Attention is 

paid to laboratory markers of hypercoagulability. Natural anticoagulants - antithrombin III, 

protein C, and protein S - as well as D-dimer, are considered in the context of complex 

hemostatic changes in transfusion-dependent beta-thalassemia. Laboratory indicators are 

presented as dynamic markers of processes that often proceed quietly, but with long-term 

clinical consequences. The possibilities of routine coagulation tests in these cases, along with 

natural anticoagulants and D-dimer, with a clear clinical focus and taking into account factors 

such as splenectomy and transfusion regimen, are described. The importance of laboratory 

diagnostics for early recognition of the hypercoagulable state and for optimizing the individual 

clinical approach in patients with transfusion-dependent beta-thalassemia is emphasized. 
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VI. Reference quantitative and qualitative criteria 

 

The compliance of Dr. Stoencheva's scientific production with the quantitative and 

qualitative criteria for awarding scientific degrees and titles and for occupying academic 

positions at the Department of Clinical Laboratory, UH "St. George", Medical University - 

Plovdiv, and its comparison with the minimum requirements of the National Center for 

Information and Documentation are presented in Table 1. 

 

Table 1. MANDATORY MINIMUM SCIENTOMETRIC INDICATORS OF MU-

PLOVDIV FOR DIRECTION 7.1. MEDICINE (medical-clinical) – Dr. Snezhana Stoencheva, 

PhD 

 

Indicator 

group 

Contents Associate 

Professor 

(number of 

points) 

Points of  

Dr. Snezhana 

Stoencheva 

А Indicator 1 50 50 

Б Indicator 2 100 - 

В Indicator 3 or 4 100 100 

Г Sum of indicators 5 to 9 200 274,1 

Д Sum of indicators 10 to 12 50 1370 

Е Sum of indicators 13 to 22 60 237,13 

Ж Teaching activity, 

academic workload and 

academic position 

100  

200 

 

563,16 

  860 Total: 2594,39 points 

 

The attached table shows that the candidate's scientific output meets all qualitative and 

quantitative criteria. The analysis of her works shows a sufficient volume and quality of 

scientific output. The high score on criterion D is striking. 

 

VІ. Critical notes and recommendations. 

 

I have no critical remarks or suggestions. The submitted materials do not show any 

procedural violations or missing documents. 

 

VІІ. Assessment of the candidate's compliance with the mandatory conditions and mandatory 

quantitative criteria according to the regulations of Medical University - Plovdiv. 

 

  I believe that Dr. Snezhana Stoencheva fulfills all the requirements of the Regulations 

of the Medical University - Plovdiv for holding the academic position of "Associate 

Professor" in the scientific specialty "Clinical Laboratory". 
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Candidate Assistant Professor Dr. Delyana Miteva Davcheva, MD 

 

I. Analysis of the candidate's career profile. 

 

1. Education and qualifications 

Dr. Delyana Davcheva graduated from the Plovdiv Language School, German 

Language Profile, in 1995. In 2003, she graduated from the Medical University of Plovdiv with 

a specialization in Medicine. In 2011, she completed a specialization in Clinical Laboratory—

additional education – a master's degree in Public Health and Health Management. 

2. Academic development 

From 2023 to the present, Dr. Davcheva has been a chief assistant at the Department of 

Clinical Laboratory, Medical Faculty, Medical University – Plovdiv. During 2020–2022, she 

was a doctoral student in independent training at the Department of Clinical Laboratory, 

Medical University – Plovdiv, and from 2010 to 2023, she was an assistant in the same 

department.  

Dr. Davcheva defended her dissertation in 2022 on the topic „ICP-MS multi-element 

analysis – applicability in clinical laboratory practice; Diploma No. 421 DМ, 2022. The work 

provides a detailed examination of inductively coupled plasma mass spectrometry (ICP-MS) as 

a method for elemental analysis, highlighting its high throughput and the capability for rapid 

multi-element analysis of more than 72 elements. These qualities enable the conduct of parallel 

large-scale scientific studies using the same 'biological material bank'. Nowadays, scientific 

interests in microelement analysis focus on investigating the complex significance and clinical-

diagnostic value of elemental relationships across various pathological conditions and activities 

associated with primary prevention. The dissertation aims to develop and implement an ICP-

MS method for quantitative multi-element analysis of copper, zinc, selenium, rubidium, and 

magnesium in serum from venous blood, and to assess the method's applicability in clinical 

practice for patients with thyroid diseases. Throughout the development of the scientific work, 

the depth of theoretical knowledge, excellent practical work in method validation, and clinical 

application in selected patient groups are evident.  

3. Membership in professional organizations 

 

Bulgarian Medical Association 

Bulgarian Society of Clinical Laboratory 

Union of Scientists in Bulgaria  

4. Professional experience 

 Since 2007 and currently, Dr. Davcheva has been a physician in the Clinical Laboratory 

of the UH "St. George", Plovdiv. Since 2023, she has continued to serve as a Senior Assistant 

in the Department of Clinical Laboratory at the Medical University - Plovdiv. In addition, Dr. 

Davcheva is the Head of the Research Laboratory at the Research Institute "Elementary 

Analysis" at the National Medical University - Plovdiv. 

She leads lectures and practical exercises in Clinical Laboratory, Clinical Chemistry, 

Medical Chemistry, and related areas in Bulgarian and English. The supervised classes in 
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academic disciplines, including lectures and practical training, are numerous and include 

students from various specialties - medicine, pharmacy, nursing, etc. 

She participates in the preparation of postgraduates and doctoral students. 

5. Academic – administrative position 

Principal Administrative Assistant 

Quality Manager 

Website Manager 

Member of the Faculty Quality Committee, Faculty of Pharmacy, MU-Plovdiv 

Head of the Research Laboratory "Elementary Analysis", NIMU - Plovdiv 

Certified internal auditor for the team of auditors for ensuring the QMS of MU-

Plovdiv. 

 

II. General description of the submitted materials for the competition. 

 All necessary materials for participation in the competition are presented. 

 

ІII. Evaluation of scientific activity. 

Dr. Davcheva's research interests lie in multi-element analysis and the application of 

ICP-MS methodology in clinical practice. Her studies support a deeper understanding of the 

complex assessment of elemental homeostasis as a factor in refining therapeutic approaches for 

patients with various thyroid diseases. The concept of the human ionomics is highly relevant 

today, and Dr. Davcheva's work makes a substantial contribution to its development and 

integration into clinical medicine. 

Dr. Davcheva participates in several national and international scientific projects: 

international projects – 4; national projects with funding – 2; intra-university projects – 11; 

total 17. 

ІV. Comprehensive, qualitative assessment of educational, methodological, and teaching 

activities. 

 Dr. Davcheva is a specialist in Clinical Laboratory with impressive scientific 

developments and publications. She demonstrates high professionalism and extensive 

knowledge in elemental analysis, achieving significant scientific and applied accomplishments 

in implementing the highly sensitive and highly specific ICP-MS methodology in medical 

practice. Her teaching activities are extensive and include students from various specialties. 

 

V. Citations of the candidate's publications in national and foreign literature (publication 

image). 

 

 According to the presented biography of Dr. Davcheva, she has 33 published articles, 

has participated in 3 textbooks and teaching aids, and has 54 citations. 
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A monograph on the topic "Human Ionome - Clinical - Laboratory Aspects" is 

presented, with reviewers Prof. Dr. Stanislava Harizanova, MD, and Assoc. Prof. Dr. Stoilka 

Mandadzhieva, MD. The monograph contains five separate chapters, which are dedicated to 

the biological and clinical significance of some macroelements; toxicokinetics and clinical 

significance of some microelements; clinical - laboratory assessment of the human ionome; 

nutrition and elemental status and prospects of the direction of metallomics in medicine, 

nanomedicine and bioinformatics approaches for the analysis of ionomic profiles. 

VI. Reference quantitative and qualitative criteria 

The compliance of the scientific work of Dr. Davcheva, MD with the quantitative and 

qualitative criteria for awarding scientific degrees and titles and occupying academic positions 

at the Department of Clinical Laboratory, UH “St. George”, Medical University - Plovdiv and 

their comparison with the minimum requirements of the National Center for Information and 

Documentation is presented in Table 2. 

 

Table 2. MANDATORY MINIMUM SCIENTIFIC METRIC INDICATORS OF MU-

PLOVDIV FOR DIRECTION 7.1. MEDICINE (medical-clinical) – Dr. Delyana Davcheva, 

MD 

Indicator 

group 

Contents Associate 

Professor 

(number of 

points) 

Points of Dr. 

Delyana Davcheva 

А Indicator 1 50 50 

Б Indicator 2 100 - 

В Indicators 3 or 4 100 100 

Г Sum of indicators 5 to 9 200 303,7 

Д Sum of indicators 10 to 12 50 710 

Е Sum of indicators 13 to 22 60 224,7 

Ж Teaching activity, 

academic workload and 

academic position 

100  

200 

 

629,2 

  860 Total: 2017,60 points 

 

The candidate's scientific output meets the qualitative and quantitative criteria for 

holding the academic position of "Associate Professor". The analysis of Dr. Davcheva's works 

shows sufficient scientific output in volume and quality, as well as a large teaching and learning 

workload. 

 

VІ. Critical notes and recommendations. 

 

I have no critical remarks or suggestions. The submitted materials do not show any 

procedural violations or missing documents. 
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VІІ. Assessment of the candidate's compliance with the mandatory conditions and mandatory 

quantitative criteria according to the regulations of Medical University - Plovdiv. 

 

  I believe that Dr. Delyana Davcheva fulfills all the requirements of the Regulations of 

MU – Plovdiv for occupying the academic position of  'Associate Professor' in the scientific 

specialty 'Clinical Laboratory'. 

 

 

Conclusion 

Conclusion regarding the Order of the Rector of MU Plovdiv, Prof. Dr. Angel Uchikov,  

Order R-2505/21.04.2026 in connection with the procedure for occupying an academic position 

of 'Associate Professor' in the scientific specialty 'Clinical Laboratory' at the Department of 

'Clinical Laboratory', for filling one academic position of 'Associate Professor' with two 

candidates – Assistant Professor Dr. Snezhana Stoyanova Stoyencheva, and Assistant Professor 

Dr. Delyana Miteva Davcheva. Given that the competition is for filling one position and there 

are two candidates, I am presenting a comparative table with the quantitative and qualitative 

criteria of the candidates – Table 3, which will serve as a criterion for ranking the candidate 

with more points. 

Table 3 – comparative table - according to MANDATORY MINIMUMS 

Scientometric indicators of MU-Plovdiv for the direction 

7.1. MEDICINE (medical-clinical) 

Indicator 

group 

 Points of 

Dr. 

Snezhana Stoencheva 

Points of 

Dr. 

Delyana Davcheva 

А Indicator 1 50 50 

Б Indicator 2 - - 

В Indicators 3 or 4 100 100 

Г Sum of indicators 5 

to 9 

 

274,1 

 

303,7 

Д Sum of indicators 10 

to 12 

 

1370 

 

710 

Е Sum of indicators 13 

to 22 

 

237,13 

 

224,7 

Ж Teaching, 

study load and 

academicдлъжност 

 

563,16 

 

629,2 

  Total: 2594,39 points Total: 2017,60 points 
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 After careful review and analysis of the attached documentation, it can be said that both 

candidates meet the mandatory and specific conditions as well as the scientometric criteria for 

the academic position of 'Associate Professor'.  

 It is understandable to welcome both candidates as deserving contenders in the 

competition. Both Dr. Stoyencheva and Dr. Davcheva are distinguished by their 

professionalism, clear vision, and significant scientific accomplishments. However, based on 

the submitted reports – including the self-assessment - the candidate with 2594.39 points 

demonstrates a superior score within the academic contest. Considering the overall final points 

derived from the mandatory minimum scientometric indicators of MU - Plovdiv, I respectfully 

propose to the esteemed Scientific Jury that the candidate with the higher score, namely Dr. 

Snezhana Stoyencheva, be ranked accordingly for the academic position of 'Associate 

Professor' in the scientific specialty 'Clinical Laboratory' at the Department of Clinical 

Laboratory, MU – Plovdiv.  

 

18.06.2026     Associate Professor Dr. Irena Ivanova, MD 

Sofia 
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