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I. General description of the procedure. 

The competition for the academic position "Associate Professor" - 2 (two) part-time positions (4 hours) in 

the scientific specialty "Hematology and Blood Transfusion" at the First Department of Internal Medicine, 

Hematology Section, Faculty of Medicine, MU-Plovdiv, was announced in State Gazette No. 26 of 

13.03.2026 following an approved proposal of the Faculty Council of the Faculty of Medicine, Protocol 

No. 5 of 03.06.2026, upon request of the primary unit. Three candidates have applied and have been 

admitted to the competition: 

• Chief Assist. Prof. Dr. Pencho Georgiev Georgiev, OM 

• Chief Assist. Prof. Dr. Katya Georgieva Sapunarova, DM 

• Chief Assist. Prof. Dr. Vasko Graklanov, DM 

The documents submitted by the three candidates, respectively three sets of competition documents in paper 

and electronic form, comply with the Rules on the Structure and Activities of MU-Plovdiv, the Rules for 

Academic Development of MU-Plovdiv, the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of 

Bulgaria Act and its Implementing Regulations. The Scientific Jury was appointed by Order of the Rector 

of MU-Plovdiv No. R-3352/04.06.2026. The competition procedure has been observed. 

II. Analysis of the candidates' career development. 

Dr. Pencho Georgiev, DM graduated in Medicine in 2001 from MU-Plovdiv. His academic development 

proceeded successively through the academic position of "Assistant Professor", initially at the Department 

of Propedeutics of Internal Medicine at MU-Plovdiv, and subsequently, after a competition, at the 

Hematology Section of the First Department of Internal Medicine. In 2020 he was awarded the educational 

and scientific degree "Doctor" after defending a dissertation entitled "Effect of chelation therapy on iron 
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overload, liver and cardiac dysfunction in adult patients with transfusion-dependent P-thalassemia"; since 

2020 he has been elected Chief Assistant Professor. He acquired a specialty in Internal Medicine in 201 O 

and in Clinical Hematology in 2011. After graduation, he started working as a medical representative for 

the phamrnceutical company Servier. For a short period he worked as a physician at the Rheumatology 

Clinic of St. George University Hospital. Since 2006 he has been a physician and specialist physician at the 

Clinic of Clinical Hematology of St. George Univershy Hospital EAD, where he continues to work. In 2025 

he completed a Master's degree in Health Management at YUSI, Plovdiv. Dr. Georgiev completed a course 

for improving the pedagogical qualification of the teaching staff at MU-Plovdiv in 2014. His professional 

profile combines clinical, teaching, scientific and research activity. A particularly important part of his 

professional biography is his participation as principal investigator, sub-investigator and coordinator in 

international clinical trials of innovative medicinal products in hematology. This orientation has been 

recognized internationally, and in 2015-2021 he worked as a voting expert in the Safety Committee of the 

pharmaceutical company Alnylam, and in 2020-2022 for Silence Therapeutics. Among Dr. Georgiev's 

additional qualifications, it is important to note his one-month international training in hematopoietic stem 

cell transplantation in July 2011 at the Stem Cell Transplantation Unit, Department of Hematology, 

Wilhelmina Hospital, Vienna, Austria, under the mentorship of Prof. Heinz Ludwig; as well as his 

participation as a guest lecturer in international educational courses of Octapharma Academy devoted to 

the treatment of hemophilia A, held in Bratislava in 2014 and Bucharest in 2015, among others. 

Dr. Katya Sapunarova, DM graduated in Medicine in 1993 from the Higher Medical Institute - Plovdiv. 

She has the longest professional career among the three candidates. Dr. Sapunarova started work as a 

resident physician in the Pediatric Department of the District Hospital in Karlovo in 1994. Later she 

completed a clinical residency and worked for many years at the Clinic of Pediatric Diseases of the Higher 

Medical Institute "Ivan P. Pavlov". Since 2008 she has been employed at the Clinic of Clinical Hematology 

of St. George University Hospital. Dr. Katya Sapunarova also holds two recognized clinical specialties -

Pediatrics since 1999 and Clinical Hematology since 2014, with the right to perform activities in pediatric 

clinical oncology and hematology. She acquired the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in 2020 

after defending a dissertation entitled "Study of bone mineral density and markers of bone metabolism in 

Bulgarian adult patients with transfusion-dependent beta-thalassemia". Since 2015 she has been an 

Assistant Professor in the Hematology Section of the First Department of Internal Medicine, and since 2021 

a Chief Assistant Professor. In addition, she completed a Master's degree in Health Management in 2017 

at the University of Agribusiness and Rural Development, Plovdiv. Dr. Katya Sapunarova presents broad 

and well-documented international activity, including training in the Czech Republic, the United Kingdom, 

Italy, the Netherlands, Portugal, Israel, Belarus, Spain and Sweden. The thematic scope of these trainings 

is directly related to clinical hematology and includes coagulopathies, acute leukemias, hematopoietic stem 



cell transplantation, Gaucher disease, myelo- and lymphoproliferative neoplasms, etc. An additional strong 

element in her qualification development is the completed Masterclass of the European Hematology 

Association. Dr. Sapunarova is a certified internal auditor according to ISO 19011:2018 and is responsible 

for quality at the Clinic and the Hematology Section. 

Dr. Vasko Graklanov, DM graduated in Medicine in 2008 from MU-Plovdiv. Since 2009 he has worked 

successively as a physician and specialist physician at the Clinic of Clinical Hematology of St. George 

University Hospital, Plovdiv. His career development has been focused on clinical hematology from the 

very beginning of his professional path. He acquired a specialty in Clinical Hematology in 2014. He started 

his scientific career as a full-time doctoral student at the Hematology Section of the First Department of 

Internal Medicine. He defended a dissertation entitled "Serum vitamin D levels in patients with non­

Hodgkin lymphomas" and acquired the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" (2020), after which he 

was elected Chief Assistant Professor at the Section and the Department. He holds a Master's degree in 

Public Health and Health Management from the Faculty of Public Health, Medical University - Sofia, 2020. 

Dr. Vasko Graklanov presents well-documented international qualification activity covering key areas of 

modern hematology. His training is particularly strong in non-Hodgkin lymphomas, myeloproliferative 

neoplasms, hematopoietic stem cell transplantation, hemophilia, thrombosis and hemostasis. His 

participation in trainings and forums in Portugal, Greece, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom, Austria, 

Italy, Russia, Hungary, Switzerland and Croatia is noteworthy, including courses with scholarships from 

the European Hematology Association and a Bite-size Masterclass. His participation in the "Postdoctoral" 

programme at the University Hospital in Zagreb, Croatia, is important for his professional development. 

The career development of all three candidates demonstrates professional maturity, teaching experience and 

academic commitment required for appointment to the academic position of"Associate Professor". 

III. Comparative analysis of scientific works and publication activity. 

The scientific output of the three candidates is more than sufficient in quantity and quality for participation 

in a competition for the academic position "Associate Professor" and is consistent with the profile of the 

competition in hematology. All three candidates present a habilitation work in the fonn of a monograph, 

publications in peer-reviewed and indexed journals in the Scopus and Web of Science databases, as well as 

publications in non-indexed peer-reviewed scientific journals or in edited collective volumes. The 

candidates also present additional monographs, books based on dissertation work, and co-authorship in 

collective monographs and books. The differences among them are mainly in the definition of the scientific 

niche, the number of publications, the quality of scientific output assessed according to the journal impact 

factor and quartile, and the author position in the presented scientific works. 

I. Habilitation works 
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Chief Assist. Prof. Dr. Pencho Georgiev, DM presents a habilitation monograph entitled "Contemporary 

Therapeutic Strategies and Future Directions in Philadelphia-negative Myeloproliferative Neoplasms", 

published in 2026, with a volume of 170 standard pages. The habilitation work of Dr. Pencho Georgiev, 

DM is a cunent; in-depth and practically oriented monograph devoted to one of the dynamically developing 

areas of modem hematology - Philadelphia-negative myeloproliferative neoplasms. The work combines a 

contemporary literature review, a critical analysis of international recommendations, an assessment of new 

and future therapeutic approaches and an authorial clinical contribution based on participation in 

international clinical trials. Of particular value is the analysis of the Bulgarian cohort of patients with 

polycythemia vera from the PROUD-PY, CONTINUATION-PY and PEN-PY studies, which gives the 

monograph originality and practical significance. It demonstrates the author's sound theoretical preparation, 

clinical experience, analytical skills, international awareness and ability to critically interpret contemporary 

therapeutic options in hematology. Dr. P. Georgiev attaches to the monograph a letter from AOP Orphan 

Pharmaceuticals GmbH certifying the legitimacy and correctness of the clinical data used, and a second 

letter issued by St. George University Hospital EAD - Plovdiv, authorizing him to analyze anonymized 

patient data from the clinical base of the Clinic of Clinical Hematology - evidence that the use of clinical 

material was carried out in a regulated and ethically appropriate manner. The required two positive reviews 

by habilitated persons with expertise in the scientific problem are attached. The presented habilitation work 

fully meets the requirements for a monographic work for appointment to the academic position "Associate 

Professor". 

Chief Assist. Prof. Dr. Katya Sapunarova, DM presents a habilitation monograph entitled "Acute 

Lymphoblastic Leukemia in Adults", published in 2026. The scientific work is a complete, cunent and 

scientifically applied monograph devoted to an important and difficult problem in clinical hematology, 

structured in 12 thematic chapters with a total volume of 227 pages. The monograph combines a 

contemporary literature review, a critical analysis of diagnostic and therapeutic approaches, an emphasis 

on MRD-oriented strategy, consideration of innovative therapeutic options and own clinical data from real 

practice. Her own clinical observations and the proposed practical algorithms adapted to the treatment of 

adult patients with ALL are of important value. Two positive reviews by leading Bulgarian scientists in the 

field are attached, as well as an electronic plagiarism check protocol proving the absence of plagiarism in 

Dr. Sapunarova's habilitation work. The presented habilitation work fully meets the requirements for a 

monographic work for appointment to the academic position "Associate Professor". 

The habilitation work of Chief Assist. Prof. Dr. Vasko Graklanov, DM, "Classical Hodgkin Lymphoma -

Clinical and Prognostic Aspects", published in 2026, is an extensive, current and clinically oriented 

monograph devoted to a significant problem in modern hematology, presented in 296 pages. The work 

combines a systematized literature review, analysis of contemporary diagnostic and therapeutic approaches, 
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discussion of classical and new prognostic factors and inclusion of own clinical data. The sections dedicated 

to the author's own study, inflammatory indices, PET/CT assessment and the possibilities for more precise 

risk stratification are of particular value. The monograph demonstrates good clinical orientation, knowledge 

of contemporary literature and an aspiration to derive practically applicable conclusions from a real clinical 

population. The conclusions related to the characteristics of the Bulgarian population, EBY association, 

socioeconomic factors and diagnostic delay are particularly interesting, but require confirmation through 

larger, multicenter and prospective studies. The monograph itself properly outlines the need for national 

registries and multicenter studies. Some editorial inaccuracies in the text may be noted; they do not reduce 

the scientific value but could be corrected in a future edition for greater linguistic and terminological 

precision. Three positive reviews by leading Bulgarian scientists in the field are attached. The presented 

work fully meets the requirements for a habilitation monograph for appointment to the academic position 

"Associate Professor". 

All three habilitation monographs are in the field of clinical hematology, are current, have practical 

orientation, contain own data and meet the generally accepted requirements for the academic position 

"Associate Professor". 

2. Additional monographs not submitted as habilitation works, books based on dissertation works, 

and chapters in books and collective monographs. 

Dr. Katya Sapunarova has the most complete output in this group - an additional monograph not submitted 

as a habilitation work, a book based on her dissertation work, and co-authorship in chapters in two separate 

collective monographs: "Multisystem Mycoplasma pneumoniae infection in childhood" and "Thalassemia 

and hemoglobinopathies: Diagnosis, therapy and prevention". Dr. Pencho Georgiev presents, in co­

authorship with Assoc. Prof. A. Banchev, the additional monograph "From the defective gene to gene 

therapy", which expands his profile toward modern molecular and therapeutic directions. The presented 

contribution protocol certifies equal contribution of the two co-authors and indicates an independent volume 

of 114 standard pages for each of them. Dr. Vasko Graklanov has no additional monograph outside the 

habilitation work, but has a book based on his dissertation entitled "Vitamin D - Clinical Perspectives in 

Hematology" and two reported chapters in collective monographic editions. The volume and quality of the 

scientific works of all three candidates deserve respect and significantly exceed the requirements for the 

academic position "Associate Professor" (Table 1). 

INDICATOR DR. GEORGIEV DR. SAPUNAROV A DR. GRAKLANOV 

Monograph 
YES - 100 pis YES - 100 pts 
"From the defective gene to NO 

(non-habilitation work) 
gene therapy" 

"Osteoprotegerin" 

YES -40 pts 
YES - 40 pts 

Book based on dissertation NO "Vitamin D - Clinical 
"Thalassemic bone disease" Perspectives in Hematology" 



YES - 10.95 pts 
I. "Multisystem Mycoplasma 

YES - 30 pts pneumoniae infection in 
childhood" - two chapters in co-

I . "Eosinophilia" - chapter in co-
Chapters in books / collective 

NO authorship 
authorship 

monographs 
2. "Thalassemia and 

2. "Target Therapy in Acute 

hemoglobinopathies: Diagnosis, Myeloid Leukemia" in Acute 

therapy and prevention" - Leukemias, chapter 

chapter in co-authorshio 

3. Publication activity. 

Dr. Georgiev has the strongest presence in journals with a high impact factor (14 publications, 50%), falling 

within Ql and Q2. These include publications in New England Journal of Medicine, The Lancet 

Haematology, Leukemia, Journal of Thrombosis and Haemostasis, HemaSphere, Blood Advances, British 

Journal of Haematology and Annals of Medicine, which present results from significant international 

multicenter clinical trials and have very high scientific prestige. At the same time, his author position is that 

of co-author in international collectives. Of a total of 32 Scopus/WoS publications across his career, he is 

first author in 4, which have already been submitted for the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" and 

are not subject to review in the present procedure, as objectively indicated by the candidate. The publication 

profile of Dr. Pencho Georgiev is strongest in the following areas: hemophilia and innovative non­

factor/RNAi therapies; myeloproliferative neoplasms; and, not least, P-thalassemia with iron overload and 

new therapeutic approaches. 1n addition, he has publications in the fields of non-Hodgkin lymphomas, 

multiple myeloma, acute leukemias and rare clinical cases, also as part of research teams. Overall, his 

publication activity shows the profile of a clinical hematologist engaged mainly in interventional 

international clinical trials and innovative therapeutic strategies, with the strongest international visibility 

in relation to the innovative medicinal products fitusiran/RNAi therapy, ropeginterferon in polycythemia 

vera and luspatercept in transfusion-dependent P-thalassemia. The presented publications are in fact among 

the foundations of contemporary theoretical knowledge and practical management guidelines for major 

groups of malignant and benign hematological diseases - as evidenced by the exceptional number of 

international citations and references. In addition, Dr. Georgiev is the only candidate with the most 

favorable ratio between original publications and literature reviews/case reports, which represent 13.8% of 

the scientific publications subject to review in the present procedure. 

Dr. Katya Sapunarova has a strong author position in the scientific publications she presents, with a very 

good distribution: 

• first author in 5 publications - No. 3, No. 8, No. 11, No. 19 and No. 20; 

• second author in 4 publications - No. 7, No. 9, No. 10 and No. 17; 

• participant in a large international registry in 2 Haematologica publications; 



• co-author in the remaining publications. 

Dr. Sapunarova has the strongest overall performance under the indicators in Group G. She reports 559.1 3 

points, which is the highest result among the three candidates. Her publication activity includes 20 

publications in Scopus/W oS, of which 6 have an impact factor, including 4 in Q 1 and 2 in Q2. I note her 

publ ication as first author in Annals of Medicine, IF 5.34, Ql, with the article "Associations of serum 

sclerostin with bone mineral density, markers of bone metabolism and thalassaemia characteristics in adult 

patients with transfusion-dependent beta-thalassaemia" in the scientific field in which the candidate works 

systematically. This is evidence of an independent leading contribution in a journal of high international 

authority. In the list of non-indexed peer-reviewed journals or edited collective volumes, Dr. Sapunarova 

presents 13 publications in the fields of ~-thalassemia, hemoglobinopathies, infections in thalassemia, iron­

deficiency anemia, thrombocytosis, hemostasis and individual interdisciplinary publications. Dr. Katya 

Sapunarova's publication profile is relatively well balanced - the relative share of review publications and 

case reports is higher, amounting to 40% of the indexed publications and approximately 50% of all her 

publications. She has a smaller total number of Scopus/WoS publications than Dr. Georgiev, but shows a 

stronger presence as leading author. Her publications in journals with high IF and high quartile such as 

Lancet Oncology, New England Journal of Medicine, Haematologica and Diagnostics are recognition of 

the quality of her scientific output. 

Dr. Graklanov submitted 22 publications indexed in Scopus and/or WoS and 12 publications outside these 

scientific databases. After additional verification of indexing and impact factor, four of the publications 

should not be submitted under indicator 7 (No. 5, No. 9, No. 11, No. 13) and should be reported under 

indicator 8. This change has an insignificant numerical expression and would not substantially affect the 

overall final result. Six of Dr. Graklanov's publications have an impact factor, equal to the number presented 

by Dr. Sapunarova and significantly fewer than Dr. Georgiev, who presents 14. In five publications the 

candidate is first author and in two he is second author, which is important evidence of authorial presence. 

The substantial limitation for Dr. Graklanov is publication in journals with lower IF, the absence of Q 1 

publications and the predominance in his scientific output of literature reviews and case reports. In Dr. 

Graklanov's case, the share ofreview publications and case reports is the highest - 76.4% of the publications 

submitted for review. This ratio should be reported as a critical note in the structural assessment of the 

candidate's publication activity (Table 2). Thematically, his publications are mainly focused on 

lymphoproliferative diseases - CLL, lymphomas, the role of vitamin D in lymphoproliferative neoplasms, 

as well as interdisciplinary, including oncological, topics. He presents 12 publications in non-indexed peer­

reviewed journals or edited collective volumes. Thematically, they relate to virus-associated lymphomas, 

AML, acquired hemophilia A, CLL, pembrolizumab in classical Hodgkin lymphoma, management of 

secondary immune deficiency, pegaspargase, antihemophilic therapy, follicular lymphoma and DLBCL. 



Table 2. Comparative characteristics of the candidates' publication activity 

INDICATOR DR. GEORGIEV DR. SAPUNAROV A DR. GRA.KLANOV 
Scopus/WoS publications 28 20 22 
IF 14 6 6 
01 11 4 0 
Q2 2 2 3 
First author 0 5 5 
Second author 2 4 2 
Non-indexed peer-reviewed 

l 13 12 
publications 
Reviews + case reports / 

3/28 8/20 14/22 
Scopus/WoS 
Reviews + case reports / non- 1/1 9/13 12/ 12 
indexed (13.8% overall) (51 % overall) (76.4% overall) 
Points under indicator 7 144 273.39 246.1 1 
Points under indicator 8 10 134.79 12 1 
Total points, Group G 254 559.13 437.11 

IV. Project activity. 

All three candidates present evidence of participation in project activity that is fully sufficient for 

appointment to the academic position "Associate Professor", but with different roles - project leader, 

leading researcher or co-investigator - and with different funding sources: intra-university, national, 

European funds or collaboration with the scientific hematology society and the pharmaceutical business. 

Dr. Pencho Georgiev is included as a "Recognized Researcher R2" in project BG 16RFPR002-1.014-0007 

"Competence Center PERIMED-2", Work Package 02, funded under the programme for scientific research, 

innovation and digitalization from European scientific funds , thereby meeting the requirements for the 

academic position "Associate Professor" and receiving 15 points. It is fair to note that Dr. Georgiev's actual 

project activity is broader than formally stated in the documents: he participated as a member of the 

scientific team in two additional intra-university projects, "Serum vitamin D levels in patients with non­

Hodgkin lymphomas", No. 2186MlU/2013, and "Study of bone mineral density and markers of bone 

metabolism in Bulgarian patients with thalassernia major and intermedia over 18 years of age", No. 2/2017. 

Since Dr. Georgiev does not present supporting documentation for these participations and they are not 

included in his self-assessment, they cannot be counted in the official total points in the procedure. 

Dr. Katya Sapunarova has the strongest representation in project activity and the highest number of points 

- 115. She is a leading researcher in intra-university project No. 02/2017 entitled "Study of bone mineral 

density and selected markers of bone metabolism in Bulgarian patients with thalassemia major and 

intermedia over 18 years of age", which developed into a successfully defended dissertation. She is a co­

investigator in two other intra-university projects: No. 11/2020 "Diagnostic and prognostic genetic markers 

in acute myeloid leukemias", and No. 19/2023, which studies cognitive impairment in adult patients with 

transfusion-dependent ~-thalassemia. Dr. Sapunarova is a mentor and academic supervisor in the national 



educational projects of the Ministry of Education and Science "Student Practices" - phase I and phase 2, 

which demonstrates her commitment to working with students and trainee physicians. Of significant 

scientific weight are her participations as a member of the scientific team in the PNIP-MUP project under 

the National Recove1y and Resilience Plan, as well as in the project "Competence Center PERIMED-2", 

Work Package 2 "Diagnostic and prognostic genetic markers and therapeutic targets in patients with 

malignant myeloproliferative diseases". Dr. Sapunarova's project activity is the most comprehensive. It 

includes a leading role, participation in several intra-university projects, participation in national 

educational projects and inclusion in large strategic infrastructure research projects of MU-Plovdiv. 

Dr. Vasko Graklanov was a leading researcher in intra-university project DPPD-02/2013 entitled "Serum 

vitamin D levels in patients with non-Hodgkin lymphomas", which formed the basis of his successfully 

defended dissertation. He participated as a member of the scientific team in project No. 11/2020 "Diagnostic 

and prognostic genetic markers in acute myeloid leukemias". He is currently leader of project No. 12/2025 

entitled "The effect of virtual reali ty on pain, fear and anxiety during bone marrow aspiration/biopsy in 

patients with malignant hematological diseases". Dr. Graklanov, like Dr. Georgiev and Dr. Sapunarova, 

participates as a "Recognized Researcher R2" in the project "Competence Center PERIMED-2". In the 

national project of the Bulgarian Medical Society of Hematology and the pharmaceutical company Sanofi 

for the diagnosis of Gaucher disease in Bulgaria, Dr. Graklanov is an investigator for patients over 18 years 

of age at St. George University Hospital. This activity is a positive attestation of expert and organizational 

potential in the field of rare hematological diseases, especially as part of a national diagnostic network. Dr. 

Graklanov has well-presented project activity with a clearly defined connection to his main scientific 

interests and ranks second in project activity points after Dr. Sapunarova, with 95 points. 

V. Scientific and creative achievements (scientific authority). 

The scientific contributions of the three candidates are in the field of clinical hematology, but differ in 

thematic focus and practical orientation. 

The contributions of Dr. P. Georgiev are structured around the following main areas: transfusion­

dependent ~-thalassemia and iron overload; Philadelphia-negative myeloproliferative neoplasms; and 

hemophilia - gene/siRNA therapy. The report emphasizes that the results are original, confirmatory and 

applied in nature and are related to the improvement of diagnostic and therapeutic algorithms in 

hematological diseases. Particularly noteworthy are his participations in clinical trials with ropeginterferon 

alfa-2b in polycythemia vera, fitusiran in hemophilia, luspatercept in ~-thalassemia and pixantrone in 

aggressive B-cell lymphomas, which have led to publications in journals such as The Lancet Haematology, 

HemaSphere, Leukemia, New England Journal of Medicine, Blood Advances and Journal of Thrombosis 

and Haemostasis. It can be summarized that the strongest aspect of his contributions is the connection with 



international clinical trials that have led to the entry into clinical practice of innovative therapeutic 

molecules, realized within international teams from leading hematology centers and with high international 

visibility. 

The scientific and creative achievements of Dr. Katya Sapunarova are the most broadly represented and 

have the greatest thematic diversity. They cover thalassemic bone disease, markers of bone metabolism, 

acute lymphoblastic leukemia in adults, acute myeloid leukemias, indolent lymphomas, rare 

coagulopathies, Glanzmann thrombasthenia, complications in immunocompromised patients, etc. Her 

contributions in the field of thalassemic bone disease are particularly strong, as for the first time in Bulgaria 

the incidence of osteopenia, osteoporosis and fracture events in adult patients with transfusion-dependent 

P-thalassemia was analyzed, as well as the relationships between bone mineral density, sclerostin, 

osteoprotegerin and thalassemia-related characteristics. Particularly significant is her publication in Annals 

of Medicine, IF 4.70, Ql , in which she is first author, devoted to the role of sclerostin in bone changes in 

adult patients with transfusion-dependent ~-thalassemia. Of great practical importance are Dr. Sapunarova's 

contributions from participation in international clinical trials, including CHRONOS-3 with copanlisib in 

indolent lymphomas, published in Lancet Oncology, as well as participation in a study with mezagitamab 

in immune thrombocytopenia, published in New England Journal of Medicine. 

The contributions of Dr. Vasko Graklanov are concentrated around malignant lymphoproliferative 

diseases, vitamin D levels and their association with NHL, classical Hodgkin lymphoma, acute myeloid 

leukemia and targeted therapies in acute leukemias. His dissertation work on serum vitamin D levels in 

patients with non-Hodgkin lymphomas has an original character for the Bulgarian population and 

establishes widespread vitamin D deficiency, as well as correlations with clinical stage and laboratory 

indicators of the disease. His habilitation monograph on Hodgkin lymphoma is a work with scientific­

theoretical, applied, clinical and methodological contributions. A complex clinical-epidemiological and 

laboratory analysis of patients with Hodgkin lymphoma in Bulgarian conditions was performed, with 

emphasis on the prognostic value of accessible laboratory indicators such as RDW, albumin and NLR, as 

well as on the role of PET-CT and real-world data. Additional contributions are indicated in studies of 

eosinophilia presented in a book chapter and in an international chapter in the lntechOpen monograph Acute 

Leukemias, where targeted therapies in AML are systematized, including FLT3, IDH, BCL-2 and 

checkpoint inhibitors. Dr. Graklanov's contributions are clearly clinically oriented, especially in the field 

of lymphomas. A strong aspect is the aspiration to introduce accessible prognostic markers into real clinical 

practice. 



All three candidates have real scientific and applied scientific contributions, with different profiles and 

different areas of applicability, which are important and sufficiently significant for appointment to the 

academic position "Associate Professor". 

VI. Reflection (citation) of the candidate's publications in national and foreign literature (publication 

image). 

According to the presented report, Dr. Pencho Georgiev has 2045 citations of full-text publications found 

in Scopus and Web of Science. This is an exceptionally high scientometric result, representing his strongest 

advantage over the other candidates and demonstrating very high international recognition. The largest 

share of citations is related to publications resulting from international clinical trials in hemophilia A and 

B, RN Ai therapy, fitusiran, gene therapy in hemophilia, non-factor therapies and new therapeutic strategies 

in hemostatic disorders. The publication Pasi KJ, Rangarajan S, Georgiev P, et al. Targeting ofantithrombin 

in hemophilia A or B with RNAi therapy. New England Journal of Medicine. 2017;377(9):819-828 is 

particularly highly cited. Numerous citations of this publication are listed at the beginning of the report in 

authoritative international journals such as Blood, Haemophilia, Journal of Thrombosis and Haemostasis, 

Molecular Therapy, Nature Biotechnology, Frontiers in Immunology, The Lancet Haematology and others. 

The reflection in the literature of the results of treatment with ropeginterferon in polycythemia vera and 

luspatercept in transfusion-dependent ~-thalassemia is no less significant. Dr. Georgiev's citation record is 

impressive not only in absolute number but also in the quality of the scientific sources in which the cited 

works were published. This shows that the candidate's scientific activity is part of leading international 

developments that have influenced the contemporary therapeutic paradigm in hematological diseases. His 

participation in such publications testifies to inclusion in highly specialized international scientific networks 

and studies of real importance for changing clinical practice. It should be emphasized that although a 

significant share of the citations derives from international clinical trials with large author collectives, this 

does not reduce their scientometric value under indicator D. 

For Dr. Katya Sapunarova, citations are also a very strong element of her evaluation and show high 

international visibility of part of her publications. The largest share of citations comes from publications 

related to international clinical trials and registries. Particularly notable is the publication in Lancet 

Oncology on the CHRONOS-3 trial of copanlisib plus rituximab in patients with relapsed indolent non­

Hodgkin lymphomas. In the submitted list, this publication is cited repeatedly in international journals, with 

dozens of citations in Scopus and Web of Science listed at the beginning of the report. A second important 

group of citations for Dr. Sapunarova is related to her participation in the Glanzmann Thrombasthenia 

Registry, published in Haematologica. Citations are presented both for the publication on surgical 

interventions in patients with Glanzmann thrombasthenia and for the publication on non-surgical bleeding 



episodes and therapeutic management. This demonstrates the visibility of her scientific contribution in the 

field of rare coagulopathies and inherited platelet disorders. Separately, 2 citations in monographs and 

collective volumes are presented - one to the Diagnostics publication on differentiating benign and 

malignant breast lesions using ADC values, and the other to her publication on the influence of chronic 

anemia on bone mineral density in patients with transfusion-dependent P-thalassemia. Dr. Sapunarova also 

has citations in non-indexed peer-reviewed journals, including publications in the fields of thalassemia, 

bone metabolism, physical capacity in P-thalassemia and diabetes in patients with P-thalassemia. In 

addition, Dr. Sapunarova presents 4 reviews in journals indexed in Scopus - three for Folia Medica and one 

for Clinics and Research in Hepatology and Gastroenterology by Elsevier. This supports her expert role as 

a reviewer in internationally indexed journals. Dr. Katya Sapunarova's citation record is high and 

significantly exceeds the minimum requirements for the academic position "Associate Professor". The main 

weight comes from participation in international multicenter publications and registries, but there are also 

citations of publications related to her own thematic line - thalassemia, bone mineral density and bone 

metabolism. In terms of the "citations" indicator, Dr. Sapunarova performs very strongly, with a high point 

score, international visibility and additional expert activity as a reviewer. 

According to the submitted documents, Dr. Vasko Graklanov reports citations in three main groups: 

citations in peer-reviewed and indexed journals, citations in non-indexed publications and reviewer activity. 

Among the Scopus and Web of Science citations, the most cited article is Graklanov V, Popov V. Vitamin 

D levels in patients with non-Hodgkin lymphoma/diffuse large B-cell lymphoma, chronic lymphocytic 

leukemia and multiple myeloma. Journal oflntemational Medical Research. 2020. This publication is cited 

in a number of international journals, including on topics related to vitamin Din leukemias, lymphomas, 

multiple myeloma, immune control and hematological neoplasms. The list includes citations in Cancer 

Metabolism, Medical Oncology, Frontiers in Immunology, Nutrients, Current Oncology, Cancers and other 

journals. Dr. Graklanov also reports citations to publications on vitamin D levels in multiple myeloma, 

immune checkpoint inhibitor-mediated colitis, imaging diagnostics in gastrointestinal diseases, 

radiosurgery for brain metastases and coagulation indicators, myeloid sarcoma of the pancreatic head, BTK 

inhibitors and cardiovascular adverse events, GX-G3 in non-Hodgkin lymphoma and herpes zoster in 

immunosuppression. The candidate also presents a separate list of citations in non-indexed publications, 

including those related to artificial intelligence and scientific ethics, vitamin D in multiple myeloma, 

immune checkpoint inhibitor-mediated colitis, gastrointestinal imaging diagnostics, G-CSF in non-Hodgkin 

lymphoma, and a chapter/book on acute leukemias, which complement his overall presentation. Dr. 

Graklanov also presents a list of 6 reviews, including for publications in Turkish Journal of Hematology, 

Cell Death & Differentiation, PLOS One and other journals. This is a positive element showing participation 

not only as an author but also as an expert in the scientific review process. Dr. Graklanov's citation record 



is lower in overall volume compared with the other two candidates, but it is concentrated around his own 

dissertation and scientific topic. This is a positive qualitative feature, as a significant part of the citations 

reflects recognition of his own scientific developments. 

By absolute number of citations, Dr. Pencho Georgiev is undisputedly leading, with an exceptionally high 

result and very strong international scientific visibility. His citations are related to publications in some of 

the most prestigious international medical and hematology journals and to participation in clinical trials that 

have a real impact on the development of contemporary therapy in hemophilia and other hematological 

diseases. Dr. Katya Sapunarova ranks after him with a very good result, both from international multicenter 

publications and registries and from citations along her own scientific line in the field of thalassemia and 

bone metabolism. Dr. Vasko Graklanov has the lowest citation result among the three, but with good 

thematic concentration. 

VII. Comprehensive qualitative evaluation of teaching-methodological and teaching activity, 

including scientific supervision of students, doctoral students and residents. 

All three candidates have relatively equivalent active teaching activity in the field of clinical hematology 

and are fully integrated into the educational process. All three deliver lectures and practical exercises in 

hematology to medical students in Bulgarian and English, including Erasmus students. Dr. Georgiev and 

Dr. Graklanov also participate in the training of students in the Nursing specialty. In postgraduate training, 

all three work with residents from different medical specialties, and Dr. Sapunarova is supervisor of one 

resident in Clinical Hematology. All three perform organizational functions in the Hematology Section as 

persons responsible for various administrative activities. In terms of pure classroom workload, all three 

candidates have a teaching workload significantly above the norm for units with clinical-diagnostic activity, 

and therefore receive the maximum number of points for this indicator. 

VIII. General assessment of the candidates' compliance with the minimum national requirements 

under Art. 2b, para. 2 and 3, respectively with the requirements under Art. 2b, para. 5 of DASRBA 

and the specific requirements of MU-Plovdiv by fields and for units with/without clinical activity, 

defined in the Rules for Academic Development at Medical University - Plovdiv. 

The submitted documents and self-assessment tables show that all three candidates meet and significantly 

exceed the minimum national requirements, as well as the specific requirements of MU-Plovdiv for 

professional field 7. 1. Medicine, medico-clinical specialties, for units with clinical/diagnostic activity. The 

minimum threshold for appointment to the academic position "Associate Professor" is 810 points. The 

differences between the candidates are not in terms of meeting the scientometric criteria, but in the strengths 

of their individual academic profiles. Dr. Pencho Georgiev stands out with the highest international 



scientific visibility and an exceptionally high number of citations; Dr. Katya Sapunarova has the most 

balanced academic profile; Dr. Vasko Graklanov demonstrates clearly focused scientific development. 

Table 3 

MINIMUM FOR 
ACADEMIC 

GROUP/INDICATOR POSITION DR. GEORGIEV DR. SAPUNAROVA DR. GRAKLANOV 
"ASSOCIATE 
PROFESSOR" 

A. Dissertation work for 
educational and scientific 50 50 50 50 
degree "Doctor" 
B. " Doctor of Sciences" not mandatory 0 0 0 
C. Habilitation work -

100 100 100 100 monol!raoh 
G5. Additional 

100 100 0 monograph 
G6. Book based on 

0 40 40 dissertation 
G7. Publications m part of 200 pts under 

144 273.39 246.11 
Scoous/WoS Grouo G 
G8. Non-indexed peer-
reviewed publications / IO 134.79 12 1 
collective volumes 
G9. Chapter in a 

0 10.95 30 collective monograph 
Total Grouo G 200 254 559.13 437.1 1 
Dl O. Citations I reviews 

100 32 040 4 260 840 
in Scoous/WoS 
DI!. Citations in 
monographs I collective 0 20 0 
volumes 
D 12. Citations / reviews 
in non-indexed peer- 0 65 60 
reviewed oublications 
Total Group D 100 32 040 4 345 900 
EIS. Acquired medical part of 60 pts under 

80 120 40 
specialty Group E 
E 16. Participation in a 
national 

15 75 45 
scientific/educational 
oroiect 
E 17. Participation in an 
international 

0 40 20 
scientific/educational 
project 
El 8. Leadership of a 

0 0 30 
national oroject 
E20. University textbook 0 0 13.3 
E22. Training of interns, 
residents and doctoral 30 30 30 
students 
Total Group E 60 125 265 178.3 
G. Teachine workload 100 536 432.5 398.5 
G. Academic position 200 400 400 400 
Total Group G 

300 936 832.5 798.5 
(teaching/academic) 
TOTAL 810 33 505 6 151.63 2463.91 

IX. Conclusion. In conclusion, based on the submitted documents, the self-assessment tables and the 

analysis perfonned, I accept that all three candidates fully meet the mandatory minimum national 



requirements under DASRBA, as well as the specific conditions and scientometric criteria of MU-Plovdiv 

for appointment to the academic position "Associate Professor" in professional field 7 .1. Medicine. All 

three candidates meet and multiple times exceed the minimum threshold of 810 points and the requirements 

under the main groups of indicators - acquired educational and scientific degree "Doctor", presented 

babilitation work, additional monographs and books, sufficient publication activity, citation record, 

participation in scientific-educational and project activity, teaching workload and academic experience. 

Dr. Georgiev should be ranked first, mainly due to his exceptionally high international scientific visibility. 

He reports 2045 citations in Scopus and Web of Science, which is an incomparably higher result compared 

with the other candidates and represents the strongest objective scientometric indicator in the procedure. 

His publication profile includes participation in journals with very high impact factor. Although a 

significant share of these publications are in large international author collectives, their scientific weight, 

citation record and real impact on contemporary therapy for diseases such as hemophilia, thalassernia and 

myeloproliferative neoplasms are very high. This gives Dr. Georgiev the strongest advantage in terms of 

international recognition and scientific impact. 

His habili tation work is current and clinically significant, and his teaching workload is stable over the three 

academic years - approximately 540 hours total annually, with consistent classroom engagement. His 

project activity is formally less extensively presented in the materials, although participation in additional 

intra-university projects is known and remains undocumented. 

Dr. Sapunarova should be ranked second. She has the most balanced academic profile among the three 

candidates. She has good publication activity, including publications in Annals of Medicine, Lancet 

Oncology, New England Journal of Medicine, Haematologica and Diagnostics, as well as stronger leading 

authorship compared with Dr. Georgiev. Her citation record is high - 284 citations/reviews in Scopus/WoS, 

which significantly exceeds the minimum requirements. A strong point of Dr. Sapunarova is also her 

monographic output - in addition to the habilitation work, she has an additional monograph, a book based 

on her dissertation and a chapter in a collective monograph. Her project activity is the broadest and best 

balanced - including intra-university, national educational and strategic projects. Despite these strengths, in 

terms of absolute scientometric weight she ranks below Dr. Georgiev, which justifies her ranking in second 

place. 

Dr. Graklanov should be ranked third. He fulfills and is also much over the minimum national and specific 

university requirements and has a clearly focused scientific profile. A strong element is his leading 

authorship in 5 publications. His teaching workload is well documented and shows an upward trend. His 

project activity is also well represented, including leadership of a national project and participation in 

PERIMED-2. The main limiting factors are the lower citation record compared with Dr. Georgiev and Dr. 



Sapunarova, the weaker structure of publications in journals with IF and high quartile, as well as the high 

relative share of reviews and clinical cases compared with original articles. 

X. Proposal for ranking and appointment to two academic positions "Associate Professor": 

• Dr. Pencho Georgiev, OM 

• Dr. Katya Sapunarova, OM 

• Dr. Vasko Graklanov, DM 

I propose that the esteemed members of tlie Scientific Jury elect Dr. Pencho Georgiev Georgiev, OM in 

first place and Dr. Katya Georgieva Sapunarova, OM in second place for the academic position "Associate 

Professor" in the scientific specialty "Hematology and Blood Transfusion" in professional field 7.1. 

"Medicine" for teaching in Bulgarian and English at the Hematology Section, First Department of Internal 

Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, MU-Plovdiv. 

I congratulate Dr. Vasko Graklanov on his worthy performance! 

PROF. DR. VESELINA GORANOV A-MARINOV A, DM 

/Reviewer/ 


