
STANDPOINT 

by Colonel, Associate Professor Ivan Kindekov, MD, PhD 

reg~ding the procedure for the appointment to the academic position of Associate Professor in the 
scientific specialty Hematology and Blood Transfusion at the First Department of Internal 
Medicine, Section of Hematology, announced in the State Gazette, Issue No. 26 of 13 March 2026, 
and approved by the Faculty Council of the Faculty of Medicine, Medical University - Plovdiv, pursuant 
to Order No. R-3352/04.06.2026. 

Candidates: 

• Dr. Katya Georgieva Sapunarova, MD, PhD 
• Dr. Vasko Graklanov, MD, PhD 
• Dr. Pencho Georgiev Georgiev, MD, PhD 

I. Analysis of the candidates' academic and professional profiles. 

Dr. Katya Georgieva Sapunarova 

Dr. Katya Georgieva Sapunarova was born on 31 May 1969 in Plovdiv, Bulgaria. She obtained her 
Master's Degree in Medicine from the Medical University - Plovdiv in 1993 (Diploma No. 
000156/16.11.1993). ln 2017, she completed a second Master's Degree in Health Management (Diploma 
No.292297/1607/20.07.2017). She was awarded the educational and scientific degree PhD in Medicine 
in 2020 (Diploma No. 322-DM, dated 22.06.2020). Dr. Sapunarova acquired her first medical specialty 
in Pediatrics in 1999 (Certificate No. 000051/15.06.1999), followed by a specialty in Clinical 
Hematology in 2014 (Certificate No. 001977/01.01.2014). She also holds a recognized specialty in 
Pediatric Oncohematology. Since joining the Medical University - Plovdiv in 2015, Dr. Sapunarova has 
progressed through the academic ranks from Assistant Professor to Chief Assistant Professor, a position 
she has held since 2021 at the First Department of Internal Medicine, Section of Hematology. She is an 
active member of the following professional organizations: Bulgarian Society of Hematology; Bulgarian 
Pediatric Association; Bulgarian Medical Association; European Hematology Association (EHA). 

Dr. Pencho Georgiev Georgiev 

Dr. Pencho Georgiev Georgiev was born on 23 July I 976 in Plovdiv, Bulgaria. He obtained his Master's 
Degree in Medicine from the Medical University- Plovdiv in 2001 (Diploma No. 002374/03.09.2001). 
In 2025, he completed a second Master's Degree in Health Management (Diploma No. END 23911 KG, 
Registration No. 2558/06.2025). Dr. Georgiev obtained his specialty in Internal Medicine in 20 I 0 
(Diploma No. 015960/2010) and his specialty in Clinical Hematology in 2011 (Diploma No. 
16186/2011 ). He was awarded the educational and scientific degree PhD in Medicine in 2020 (Diploma 
No. 340-DM). His academic career began in 2004 when, following a successful competitive selection 
procedure, he was appointed Assistant Professor at the First Department of Internal Medicine, Medical 
University - Plovdiv. Since December 2021, he bas held the position of Chief Assistant Professor at the 
First Department of Internal Medicine, Section of Hematology, Medical University - Plovdiv. Dr. 
Georgiev is a member of the following scientific and professional organizations: Bulgarian Society of 
Hematology; Bulgarian Medical Association; European Hematology Association (EHA). 

Dr. Vasko Graklanov 

Dr. Vasko Graklanov was born on 12 February 1984 in Strumica, Republic of North Macedonia. He 
graduated with a Master's Degree in Medicine from the Medical University - Plovdiv in 2008. In 2014, 



he obtained his specialty in Clinical Hematology. In 2020, he was awarded the educational and scientific 
degree PhD. In the same year, he completed a Master's Degree in Public Health and Health Management 
at the Medical University - Sofia. Since December 2021, Dr. Graklanov has served as Chief Assistant 
Professor at the Section of Hematology, First Depa1tment of Internal Medicine, Medical University -
Plovdiv. He is a member of the following scientific and professional organizations: Bulgarian Society 
of Hematology; Bulgarian Medical Association; European Hematology Association (EHA). 

II. General overview of the submitted competition materials. 

The procedure for announcing the competition has been duly observed. I was provided, in electronic 
format, with the complete set of documentation submitted by all candidates admitted to the competition. 

III. Evaluation of the candidates' scientific contributions and overall academic development. 

Dr. Katya Georgieva Sapunarova 

Dr. Sapunarova's doctoral dissertation, entitled "A Study of Bone Mineral Density and Markers of 
Bone Metabolism in Bulgarian Adult Patients with Transfusion-Dependent Beta-Tbalassemia" , 
makes a significant contribution to the field. Its principal scientific achievements may be summarized 
as follows. For the first time in Bulgaria, comprehensive data on the prevalence of osteopenia and 
osteoporosis in adult patients with transfusion-dependent beta-thalassemia have been systematically 
analyzed and reported. The dissertation substantially expands cw-rent knowledge regarding the impact 
of thalassemia-related factors by establishing quantitative relationships between bone mineral density 
(BMD) parameters and disease-specific characteristics in the era of transfusion and iron-chelation 
therapy. Furthermore, statistically significant associations have been identified between a broad 
spectrum of bone metabolic biomarkers and regulatory molecules and bone mineral density parameters 
within the context of thalassemia. Dr. Sapunarova has authored or co-authored 33 full-text scientific 
publications, of which 61 % have been published in journals indexed in Scopus and Web of Science, 
while 18% have appeared in journals with an Impact Factor (IF). She is the first author of24% of the 
peer-reviewed full-text publications and the second author of 21 %, reflecting her strong scientific 
commitment, critical analytical skills, ability to synthesize research findings, and leading role within 
scientific research teams. The cumulative Impact Factor of her publications amounts to 154.54. ln 
addition, Dr. Sapunarova has co-authored 63 scientific presentations and conference 
communications presented at national and international scientific meetings, with the cumulative Impact 
Factor of part of these conference publications reaching 121.68. According to the submitted citation 
report (excluding self-citations), her work has received 281 citations in scientific literature indexed in 
Scopus and Web of Science, as well as 13 citations in non-indexed journals and two citations in 
monographs and edited volumes. Her current h-index is 5. 

Dr. Vasko Graklanov 

Dr. Graklanov's doctoral dissertation, entitled "Serum Vitamin D Levels in Patients with Non­
Hodgkin Lymphomas", represents a comprehensive investigation into the role of vitamin D in 
malignant hematological diseases. The principal scientific contributions of this dissertation include the 
first systematic study conducted in Bulgaria evaluating serum vitamin D levels in patients with non­
Hodgkin lymphoma and other lymphoproliferative disorders. The study demonstrates a statistically 
significant association between serum vitamin D levels and disease stage in patients with 
lymphoproliferative neoplasms, suggesting that vitamin D status may possess important prognostic 
value. Dr. Graklanov has authored or co-authored 34 full-text scientific publications, 64% of which 
have been published in internationally and nationally indexed peer-reviewed journals, while 35% have 
appeared in non-indexed national journals. He is the first author of27% ofthe publications indexed in 
internationally recognized scientific databases and the second or subsequent author in the remaining 
73%. This publication profile reflects a strong and consistent scientific interest. Dr. Graklanov has 
played a leading role in carrying out the practical and intellectual work underlying the majority of these 



publications and has made a substantial academic contribution to the investigation of the selected 
research topics. He is also the co-author of 29 scientific presentations and conference 
communications presented at national and international scientific forums. According to the submitted 
citation report (excluding self-citations), his publications have received 50 citations in scientific 
literatw-e indexed in Scopus and Web of Science, together with 12 citations in non-indexed journals. 
His current h-index is 3. 

Dr. Pencho Georgiev Georgiev 

Dr. Georgiev's doctoral dissertation, entitled "Effect of Iron Chelation Therapy on Iron Overload, 
Hepatic and Cardiac Dysfunction in Adult Patients with Transfusion-Dependent l}-Thalassemia," 
represents a comprehensive scientific investigation into the contemporary management of iron overload 
in transfusion-dependent patients. For the first time, modern diagnostic methods for the assessment of 
iron overload have been systematically reviewed and critically evaluated, with particular emphasis on 
the advantages of magnetic resonance imaging (MRI). A comprehensive critical analysis has been 
conducted of the pharmacological profiles, efficacy, and safety of the currently available oral iron 
chelators (deferasirox and deferiprone) and combination treatment regimens in comparison with 
conventional therapy. Furthermore, the first multicenter prospective study in Bulgaria evaluating the 
effectiveness of different iron-chelation regimens in adult patients with transfusion-dependent ~­
thalassemia has been carried out. The dissertation also investigates biomarkers of iron overload in this 
patient population. In addition, a contemporary clinical algorithm for monitoring iron overload has been 
introduced and implemented in routine clinical practice, based on T2* magnetic resonance imaging of 
the myocardium and liver. Dr. Georgiev has authored or co-authored 29 full-text scientific 
publications, of which 96% have been published in internationally and nationally indexed peer­
reviewed journals, while 4% have appeared in non-indexed national journals. Although he is not the 
first author of any of the publications indexed in internationally recognized scientific databases, he is 
the second or subsequent author in 100% of the submitted publications. This publication profile 
reflects a sustained scientific interest and a substantial contribution to both the practical and intellectual 
work underlying the published studies. Dr. Georgiev's publications have appeared in journals with a 
high Impact Factor (IF), with a cumulative Impact Factor of 289,309. According to the submitted 
citation report (excluding self-citations), his work has received 2,045 citations in scientific literature 
indexed in Scopus and Web of Science. His current h-index is 11. 

IV. Evaluation of the monographic works submitted by the candidates for the academic position 
of Associate professor. 

Dr. Katya Georgieva Sapunarova 

For the present competition, Dr. Katya Sapunarova has submitted the following monographic works: 

• Habilitation monograph (sole author): Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia in Adults, ISBN 978-
619-189-349-2, reviewed by Prof. Zhanet Grudeva-Popova, MD, PhD, and Associate Professor 
Hasan Burnusuzov, MD, PhD. 

• Monograph based on the doctoral research: Thalassemic Bone Disease, scientific editor: 
Prof. Valeria Kaleva, MD, PhD. Dr. Sapunarova is the sole author. 

• Monograph: Osteoprotegerin, authors: Dr. Katya Sapunarova, Dr. Hristina lvanova, and Dr. 
Viktoria Babacheva; ISBN 978-619-189-325-6. 

• Book chapters in the monograph Multisystem Mycoplasma pneumoniae Infection in Childhood 
(ISBN 978-619-189-353-9, Laks Book Ltd., 2026): 

o Characteristics of the Multisystem Manifestations of Mycoplasma pneumoniae 
Infection. Immune Hematological Complications of Mycoplasma pneumoniae Infection 
(H. Burnusuzov, K. Lisichki, V. Kenderova, K. Sapunarova); 

o Age-Related Characteristics of Mycoplasma pneumoniae Infection (K. Sapunarova, T. 
Shmilev); 



o Comorbidity and Mycoplasma pneumoniae Infection (K. Sapunarova, T. Shmilev). 
• Peer-reviewed textbook chapter published in an international textbook: "Thalassemia and 

Hemoglobinopathies in Bulgaria" (authors: A. Banchev, S. Simeonova, K. Sapunarova), 
included in Thalassemia and Hemoglobinopathies: Diagn.osis, Therapy and Prevention, ISBN 
978-625-371-028-6; eISBN 978-625-371-029-3, First Edition, February 2024, Nobel Academic 
Yayincilik Egitim Danismanlik Tic. LTD. 

The submitted monographic works demonstrate an in-depth and comprehensive analysis ofthalassemic 
syndromes and provide important new insights into the pathogenesis and pathophysiology of the disease. 
Equally noteworthy is the international recognition of Dr. Sapunarova's scientific expertise, reflected in 
her invitation to contribute to an internationally peer-reviewed reference book dedicated to the 
contemporary monitoring, treatment, and prevention of complications associated with the biological 
characteristics and clinical course of thalassemia. This invitation constitutes a remarkable 
acknowledgment of Dr. Sapunarova's scientific expertise and high professional competence. 

Dr. Pencho Georgiev Georgiev 

For the present competition, Dr. Pencho Georgiev has submitted the following monographic works: 

• Monograph: Contemporary Therapeutic Strategies and Future Directions in Philadelphia­
Negative Myeloproliferative Neoplasms, ISBN 978-619-7503-61-6. 

• Monograph: From the Defective Gene to Gene Therapy, ISBN 978-619-188-649-4, co­
authored with Dr. Atanas Banchev. 

It should be emphasized that both monographs provide a systematic, comprehensive, and 
methodologically rigorous analysis of novel therapeutic algorithms while outlining future directions in 
the treatment of hematological disorders of major clinical and social significance. A direct association 
has been demonstrated between the reduction of the variant allele frequency (VAF) and the maintenance 
of complete hematologic remission in patients with Philadelphia-negative myeloproliferative 
neoplasms. The mechanism of action of a therapeutic agent based on small interfering RNA (siRNA), 
designed to suppress hepatic antithrombin synthesis and thereby enhance thrombin generation, has been 
thoroughly described. This represents an important step toward the development of novel therapeutic 
approaches for patients with inherited coagulation disorders. Dr. Georgiev's scientific contribution is 
indisputable and represents a valuable addition to contemporary medical science and clinical 
hematology. 

Dr. Vasko Graklanov 

For the present competition, Dr. Vasko Graklanov has submitted the following monographic works: 

• Habilitation monograph: Hodgkin Lymphoma - Clinical and Progn.ostic Aspects, ISBN 978-
619-189-351-5. 

• Monograph based on the doctoral research: Vitamin D - Clinical Perspectives in 
Hematology, reviewed by Prof. Zhanet Grudeva-Popova, MD, PhD, and Prof. Emil Spasov, 
MD, PhD. Dr. Graklanov is the sole author. ISBN 978-619-189-348-5. 

• Book chapter in the monograph Eosinophilia: Section IV, Eosinophilia in Hematological 
Diseases. Hypereosinophilic Syndrome, V. Graklanov, E. Spasov, ISBN 978-619-7169-51-1, 
2019. 

• Peer-reviewed textbook chapter published in an international textbook: 
Graklanov V. Target Therapy in Acute Myeloid Leukemia. In: Piccaluga P, editor. Acute 
Leukemias. IntechOpen; 2021. ISBN 978-1-83881-169-3. 

The monographic works submitted for the present competition provide an in-depth, competent, and 
analytical presentation of Dr. Graklanov's principal scientific interests. They include the first 



comprehensive clinical, epidemiological, and laboratory-based analysis of patients with Hodgkin 
lymphoma conducted in Bulgaria. The studies demonstrate the pivotal role of the systemic inflammatory 
response in the pathogenesis of Hodgkin lymphoma through the evaluation of both contemporary and 
conventional inflammatory biomarkers. Furthermore, they establish that the Bulgarian patient 
population exhibits an intermediate epidemiological profile and propose plausible explanations related 
to socioeconomic factors, Epstein-Barr virus (EBY) association, and delays in diagnosis. The 
monographs also provide a thorough and systematic review of contemporary targeted therapies for acute 
myeloid leukemia (AML). They include a critical evaluation of the molecular mechanisms underlying 
AML and current targeted therapeutic strategies; a comprehensive overview of the principal classes of 
targeted agents, including FL T3 inhibitors, IDH inhibitors, BCL-2 inhibitors, immune checkpoint 
inhibitors, and others, together with their clinical applications; and an analysis of the findings from 
pivotal clinical trials and their implications for current therapeutic strategies. Particular emphasis is 
placed on the growing importance of personalized medicine in the management of AML. Dr. 
Graklanov's monographs clearly demonstrate his capacity for in-depth scientific analysis and for 
drawing well-founded, evidence-based conclusions supported by the principles of evidence-based 
medicine. 

V. Comprehensive evaluation of the candidates' teaching, educational, and academic supervisory 
activities. 

All three candidates-Dr. Sapunarova, Dr. Graklanov, and Dr. Georgiev-have extensive teaching 
experience as chief assistant professors at the Medical University - Plovdiv. They have all made 
substantial contributions to the development of lecture courses for undergraduate medical students, 
conduct practical classes for student groups, and provide clinical instruction to medical interns. Dr. 
Sapunarova also serves as the academic supervisor ofa physician specializing in Clinical Hematology. 

VI. Critical remarks and recommendations. 

I have no substantial critical remarks or recommendations regarding any of the candidates. 

VII. Overall assessment of the candidates' compliance with the national and institutional 
requirements. 

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES' SCIENTOMETRIC INDICATORS -
QUALITATIVE AND QUANTITATIVE ASSESSMENT 

Scientometric Dr. Sapunarova Dr. Graklanov Dr. Georgicv 

indicators 

Article 48. Qualitative criteria for the evaluation of the research activity of candidates for academic 
oositions at the Medical Univcrsitv - Plovdiv 
Original articles 20 22 28 (four publications 

published in peer- were previously 

reviewed scientific submitted as part of 

journals in Bulgaria the competition for 

and/or abroad, the PhD). 

including journals 
with an IF; 

Articles published in 11 12 1 

peer-reviewed 
conference 
proceedings or 



collections of peer­

reviewed papers, 

printed in full text 

with bibliography 

and an abstract in a 

foreign language; 

Original full-text Not applicable 

electronic 

publications w ith 

bibliography 

published in 

electronic journals 

or proceedings o f 

international 

congresses;; 

Peer-reviewed 

monographs related 

to the doctoral 

programme, the 

scientific specialty 

of the competition, 

or a closely related 

field, as well as 

scholarly books with 

an international 

ISBN published by a 

recognized 

publi sher; 

Mo110rpactrn)I no 

JlOKTOpCKaTa nporpaMa 

,,TllJlaceMH'IHa KOCTHa 

6onecT" c Hay'leH 

pet1aKTop Ilpocp. t1-p 

B anepHJ1 KllJleea. 

,,OCTeonpoTerep11H", 

AeTop11: )J,-p Karn 
Cany11apooa, JJ,-p 
XpHCTHHa lliiaHOBa, JJ.-p 

BHKTOpH)I :6a6a<ieea; 

I SBN 978-619-189-325-
6. 

"XapaKTepHCTHKa 11a 

MYJJTHCHTeMHHTe npOHBH 

Ha HHcjleKUH!!Ta C 

Mycoplasma 

pneumoniae. l1MyHHH 

xeMaT0JI0rH'IHH 

ycn0>1rneH Hll np11 

HHcjleKU.Hll c M ycopla5ma 

pneumoniae" X. 

oypHycy30B, K. 
Jl11CH'IKH, B. KeHt1epoea, 

K. CanyHapooa B 

,,MyJJTHCHCTeMHaTa 

11HcjleKu11)1 c M ycoplasma 

pneumoniae B .ueTCKa 

01,3pac-r", ISBN 978-619-
189-353-9, 113JlaTeJICTB0 

,,JlaKC 6yK" EOO,D,, 2026; 

Bo3pacroe11 oco6eHoCTH 

B ITpOTH'laHeT0 Ha 

H1tcpeK1i11!1Ta C 

Mycoplasma 

pneumoniae. K. 
CanynapoBa, T. 

llJMHneB 8 

,,M yJJTHCHCTeMHaTa 

11HcpeK1i1111 c M ycoplasma 

Not applicable 

fpoKJJaHOB B. Knac11'1eCK11 

XO,!l)l{KHHOB llHMcpOM - KJIHHH'IHH H 

nporHOCTH'IHH acneKTH. IlnoB/:tHB: 

JlaKC oyK; 2026. I SBN 978-619-1 89-
351-5. 

f p"bKJJaHOB B. ,,BHTaMHH D -
KJIHHH'IRH nepcneKTHBH B 

xeMaTOnOrHl!Ta." llnOB)lHB: JlaKC 

6yK; 2026. ISBN 978-619-189-348-
5. 

Not applicable 

Not applicable 



Peer-reviewed 
textbooks and 
manuals with an 
international ISBN;; 

Scientific 
articles 

review 
containing 

original research, 
synthesis, and the 
author's scientific 
standpoint, 
published in peer­
reviewed journals; 

Monographs; 

pneumoniae B AeTcKa 
B'h3pac-r", ISBN 978-619-
189-353-9, 113.l\aTeJICTBO 
,,JlaKc EyK" EOO,[(, 2026; 

KoMop6HAHOCT u 
KH<peKUWI c Mycoplasma 
pneumoniae, K. 
Canynapoea, T. 
illMHJieB B 

,,MyJITHCHCTeMHaTa 
HH<peKUH!I c Mycoplasma 
pneumoniae B AeTcKa 
Bb3pac-r", ISBN 978-6 I 9-
189-353-9, H3AarenCTBO 
,,JlaKc EyK" EOO,[(, 2026; 

"Thalassemia and 
Hemoglobinopathies in 
the world" Subchapter: 
"Thalassemia and 
Hemoglobinopathies in 
Bulgaria," authors: A. 
Banchev, S. Simeonova, 
K. Sapunarova e 

"Thalassemia and 
hemoglobinopathies: 
Diagnosis, therapy and 
prevention", ISBN 978-
625-371-028-6, E­
ISBN :978-625-3 71-029-
3, Edition I. February 
2024, Copyright 2024 
Nobel academic 
Yayincilik Egitim Dani 
smanlik Tic. LTD, Sti, 
Sertifika No 40340. 

Not applicable 

Monorpaljmn Ha TeMa 
"OCTpa n11McJ>o6naCTHa 
JieBKeMHll npH 
B'b3paCTHH", ISBN 978-
619-189-349-2, C 

peuett3eHTH npo4>. A-p 
)l(aHeT fpyAeea- nonoBa, 
A,M, 11 AOU, A-P XacaH 
Eypttycy3oa, )I.M. 

Paolo Piccaluga P, editor. Acute 
Leukemias [Internet]. lntechOpen; 
202 1. 
https://doi.org/10.5772/inlechopen.8 
7292 
Graklanov V. Target Therapy in 
Acute Myeloid Leukemia [Internet]. 
Acute Leukemias. IntechOpen; 
202 1. 

Not applicable 

raneB A, Ma1<Meeo 11, ,[(o<t1<0ncKa­
)],11Mona 11, MaM,11.aJl)l(Heea M, 
Epo u11rnooa B, ra1-1<teua M, 
f po 1ma11oe B et al. £03111-rocp11n11ii. 
CocJ>11J1: 6. 11.; 2019. p. 279 c. ISBN: 
978-619-7196-51-1. 

Not applicable 

Not applicable 

Mo11orpacJ>mr 11a 
TeMa: ,,CoepeMeHHH 
TepaneBTH'IHH 
CTpaTefHH H 6'bAell(H 
ttanpaenett11H npu 
<1>11naJ1en4>1-1H­
tteraT11BH11Te 
M 11enonpom1CpepaT11 

Heon11a.1Mw" . 

ABTOp 1.1-p II. 



Extended abstracts 2 
from intemational 
scientific meetings 
published in 
j ournals with an rF; 

Letters to the editor, Not applicable 
Short 
Communications, 
and Case Reports 
presenting original 

research findings; 

Patents, inventions, Not applicable 
and implemented 

innovations; 

Not applicable 

Not applicable 

Not applicable 

reoprneB ISBN: 

978-6 19-7503-61-6.; 

Monorpaljme na 
TeMa: ,,OT 

.neqieKTHHll ren ll.O 

re1rnirra Tepamu1" 
AB'rop11 .n-p ATanac 
fiaH'!CB, .n-p IleH'iO 
feopmea. ISBN 

978-619-1 88-649-4. 

Not applicable 

Not applicable 

Not applicable 

Citations 
bulgarian 
international 

in 281 citations in indexed 12 citations in non-indexed journals; 2045 citations in 
and journals; indexed journals; 

scientific literature; 2 citations Ill 

monographs; 

11 citations in non­
indexed journals; 

56 citations in indexed journals; The submitted list of 

cited abstracts is not 
subject to 
evaluation. 

Research Activity (considered an additional merit where candidates obtain equal scores) 

Scientific advisor of Not applicable 
PhD students or 
supervisor of 

diploma theses; 

Conference papers 18 
and abstracts 
presented at 
international 
scientific meetings 
and publ ished in 

abbreviated fonn 

Not applicable Not applicable 

Not applicable 36 



without 
bibliography in 
journals or 
proceedings with an 
IF; 

Conference papers 42 
and abstracts 
published in 
proceedings without 

an IF; 

Participation in 
national and 
international 
research projects 
(principal 
investigator, 
researcher, 
consultant, expert); 

National or 
international awards 
related to research 
activity; 

Membership and 
leadership in 
national and 
international 
scientific societies; 

Principal Investigator in 
two university-funded 
projects; 

Co-investigator in one 
university-funded 

project; 

Co-investigator in one 
national 
Researcher 
PERIMED-2 

project; 
(R2), 

Competence Centre; 

Member of the Bulgarian 
Society of Hematology; 
Bulgarian Pediatric 
Association; Bulgarian 
Medical Association; 
European Hematology 
Association; Member of 
the Working Group on 
Anemias and 
Hemorrhagic Disorders; 
Member of the Working 
Group responsible for the 
development and revision 

of the National 
Phannacotherapeutic 
Guideline in 
Hematology; 

Editorial 
membership; 

board Not applicable 

Participation in Not applicable 
scientific evaluation 

committees; 

Not applicable 

Principal Investigator, Project 
DPDP-02/2013; 

Research team member, Project N0-
11/2020; 

Participant, Gaucher Disease Project 
(2014); 

Researcher (R2), PERIMED-2; 
Principal Investigator, Project N0-
12/2025; 

Member of the Bulgarian Society of 
Hematology; Bulgarian Medical 
Association; European Hematology 
Association; Member of the 
Working Group responsible for the 
development and revision of the 
National Pharrnacotherapeutic 

Guideline in Hematology 

Not applicable 

Not applicable 

Not applicable 

Researcher (R2), 

PERIMED-2 
Competence 
Centre;; 

Member of the 
Bulgarian Society of 
Hematology; 
Bulgarian Medical 
Association; 
European 
Hematology 
Association; 
Member of the 
Working Group 
responsible for the 
development and 
revision of the 
National 
Pharmacotherapeuti 
c Guideline in 
Hematology; 

Not applicable 

Not applicable 



Reviewer of 
research projects, 
dissertations, 
scientific articles, 
textbooks, and 
diploma theses; 

H index 5 

Self-assessment 6151,63 
according to the 
mandatory 
minimum 
scientometric 
indicators of the 
Medical University 
- Plovdiv for the 
academic position 
of Associate 
Professor 
(minimum 
requirement: 810 
poillls); 

Article. 
Mandatory 
quantitative 
scientometric 

49. 6151,63 

criteria for 
appointment to the 
academic position 
of Associate 
professor; 

6 

3 11 

2463,91 33505 

2463,91 33505 

Article. 50. Qualitative criteria for the evaluation of teaching activities. The evaluation includes teaching 
competence, lecture workload, practical training, seminars, postgraduate education, curriculum development, and 
continuing medical education; 

Teaching Mentor in two national Conducts seminars for sixth-year Conducts seminars 
sixth-year activities; educational projects medical students; 

under the Ministry of 

Published 
textbooks and 
teaching materials; 

Lectures delive1·ed 
abroad; 

Education ("Student 
Internships", Phases I and 
II); Conducts seminars 
for sixth-year medical 
students; Supervisor of 
residency training in 
Clinical Hematology. 

Not applicable 

Not applicable 

Ku1tev P, ed. O6ll.la 11 KJ111ttwrna 

OHKOnorm1 2021. TOM I. TibpBO 

1-13,!laH1-1e . Cocj>m1; 2021. ISBN: 

97861991 79420 

Not applicable 

for 
medical students; 

Not applicable 

Not applicable 



Development of Development of Online Not applicable Not applicable 
educational practical teaching 

programmes and materials for fourth-year 

teaching materials. medical students; 

Preparation of 
examination tests for 
Bulgarian- and English-
language medical 
students; 

Supervisor of residency 
training in Clinical 
Hematology. 

Participation in All three candidates participate in examination boards for semester and slate 
examination examinations of medical students. 
boards; 

Teaching in foreign All three candidates deliver lectures and conduct practical classes in English. 
language; 

VIII. Conclusion - compliance with the mandatory and specific requirements and scientometric 
criteria for the academic position of Associate professor. 

IN CONCLUSION, following a comprehensive evaluation of the submitted documentation, I find that: 

• Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Katya Sapunarova, MD, PhD, meets the mandatory and 
specific requirements, as well as the scientometric criteria, for appointment to the academic 
position of Associate Professor. 

• Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Pencho Georgiev, MD, PhD, meets the mandatory and specific 
requirements, as well as the scientometric criteria, for appointment to the academic position of 
Associate Professor. 

• Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Vasko Graklanov, MD, PhD, meets the mandatory and 
specific requirements, as well as the scientometric criteria, for appointment to the academic 
position of Associate Professor. 

I hereby propose the following ranking of the candidates: 

I . Dr. Katya Sapunarova 
2. Dr. Pencho Georgiev 
3. Dr. Vasko Graklanov 

Prepared by: Colonel, Associate Professor Ivan Kindekov, MD, PhD 

28 July 2026 

6e3d44bf­
abb2-4a6c­

bff2-
feb26197ef12 

Digitally signed by 6e3d44bf­
abb2-4a6c-bff2-feb26197 ef12 
ON: CN=6e3d44bf-abb2-4a6c-bff2-
feb26197ef12 
Reason: I am the author of this 
document 
Location: Co¢11si, 5bnrap"1Sl 
Date: 31/07/2026 06:44 
PDF X Version: 1.4.26 


