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TO:
The Chair of the Scientific Jury, appointed by Order No. R-3352/04.06.2026 of the Rector of
the Medical University — Plovdiv

STATEMENT

regarding the competition for the academic position of Associate Professor, Field of Higher
Education: 7. Healthcare and Sports, Professional Field: 7.1 Medicine; Scientific Specialty:
Hematology and blood transfusion at the First Department of Internal Diseases, Section of
Hematology, for the teaching in the Bulgarian- and English-language medical programmes, two
part-time positions (4 hours), announced in the State Gazette, Issue No. 26 of 13.03.2026,
following the approved proposal of the Faculty Council of the Faculty of Medicine, Medical
University — Plovdiv (No. 5/03.06.2026), with three applicants: Chief Assistant Professor Katya
Georgieva Sapunarova, MD, PhD; Chief Assistant Professor Vasko Graklanov, MD, PhD;
Chief Assistant Professor Pencho Georgiev Georgiev, MD, PhD

Prepared by Prof. Zhanet Grudeva-Grudeva-Popova, MD, PhD
Head of the Clinic of Clinical Hematology - University Hospital "St. George", Plovdiv
Department of Clinical Oncology - Medical University, Plovdiv
Specialties: Internal Medicine, Clinical Hematology, Medical Oncology

Address:

15A Vasil Aprilov Bivd. 4002 Plovdiv, Bulgaria
E-mail: dr_grodeva@yahoo.com

Mobile: +359 888 254 816

Dear Madam Chair,

Pursuant to Article 4(2) and Article 25 of the Academic Staff Development in the Republic of
Bulgaria Act, Article 2 and Article 57(2) of the Regulations for its implementation, the decision
of the Faculty Council of the Faculty of Medicine, Medical University — Plovdiv (No. 5/03.06.
2026), concerning tt  announcement of the present competition, and Order No. R-3352/04.06.
2026 of the Rector of the Medical University — Plovdiv, | was appointed as a member of the
Scientific Jury. At the first remote meeting of the Scientific Jury, I was elected to prepare and
present the present Evaluation Report.

I. Analysis of the Career Profile of the Candidates

Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Katya Sapunarova, MDD, PhD

Dr. K. Sapunarova graduated from the Medical University — Plovdiv in 1993, She obtained her
specialty in Paediatrics in 1999 and subsequently her specialty in Clinical Hematology in 2014.
She successfully completed the European Hematology Association (EHA) Master Class in
April 2014 and obtained a Master's degree in Healthcare Management from the University of
Agribusiness and Rural Development, Plovdiv, in 2017. In June 2020 she was awarded the
educational and scientific degree Doctor (PhD) in the scientific specialty Hematology and
Blood Transfusion with the dissertation: "Evalfuation of Bone Mineral Density and Bone
Metabolism Markers in Bulgarian Patients with Transfusion-Dependent Beta-Thalassemia.”
Her professional career began as a resident physician at Karlovo District Hospital, followed by
clinical residency training at the Pediatric Clinic of the Higher Medical Institute — Plovdiv and
subsequent employment as a} liatrician at the Clinic of Pediatrics of University Hospital "St.
George", Plovdiv. Since 2008 she has been working as a hematologist at the Clinic of Clinical
Hematology of the same institution. She has continuously enhanced her professional
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qualifications through documented participation in numerous national and international
educational programmes, specialized cours ., and training activities in the United Kingdom,
the Czech E rublic, Israel, Ttaly, Sweden, and other countries, including training in
hematopoietic stem cell transplantation. Her academic career has progressed through successful
appointments as Assistan. . rofessor (2015) and subsequently Chief Assistant Professor (2021)
at the Medical University -- Plovdiv. She serves as Principal Investigator in university research
projects and as Co-investigator in both national and international research projects. Alongside
her scientific and teaching activities, Dr. Sapunarova actively participates in professtonal and
expert committees and contributes to the internal quality management system of the hospital as
a certified internal auditor according to ISO 19011:2018. She has served as both Principal
Investigator and Sub-investigator in numerous international clinical trials. The candidate has
demonstrated English language proficiency at CEFR Level Cl, supported by the relevant
certificate. Dr. Katya Sapunarova is an established university lecturer, highly experienced
clinical hematologist, and accomplished researcher in the scientific field of Hematology and
Blood Transfusion. Her professional development is characterized by consistency, continuous
academic advancement, and the successful integration of clinical practice, teaching, and
scientific research.

Chief Assistant Professor Yasko Graklanov, MD, PhD

Dr. Vasko Graklanov graduated from the Medical University — Plovdiv in 2008 and joined the
Clinic of Clinical Hematology at University Hospital "St. George", Plovdiv, in 2009. He
obtained his specialty in Clinical Hematology in 2014. In 2020 he was awarded the educational
and scientific degree Doctor (PhD) in the scientific specialty Hematology and Blood
Transfusion with the dissertation: "Serum Vitamin D Levels in Patients with Non-Hodgkin
Lymphomas. " He also obtained a Master's degree in Public Health and Healthcare Management
(Facuity of Public Health, Sofia, 2020). During his professional carcer he completed numerous
international training programmes directly related to Clinical Hematology, including:Salzburg—
Columbia University Seminar (2013); Clinical training at Oxford University Hospitals;
European Hematology Association Master Class (Thalassemia); Myeloproliferative Neoplasms
Preceptorship at Guy's Hospital, London, accredited by the Royal College of Pathologists;
Erasmus mobility programme at the University of Zagreb; Harvard Medical School HMX Pro
Immunology - Immuno-Oncology programme.

Dr. Vasko Graklanov has established himself as a distinguished clinician, researcher, and
university lecturer in the field of Clinical Hematology. His academic career has been closely
associated with the First Department of Internal Diseases at the Medical University — Plovdiv,
where he has held the position of Chief Assistant Professor since 2021. He actively participates
in the education of undergraduate medical students and residents in Internal Medicine and
Clinical Hematology within both the Bulgarian- and English-language programn 3, and
regularly serves on semester and state examination committees. The candidate demonstrates
proficiency in English (CEFR Level C1), Macedonian, and Serbo-Croatian, and is experienced
in the use of Windows, Microsoft Exc , Microsoft PowerPoint, and SPSS. His professional
profile is characterized by a clear focus on contemporary Clinical Hematology, with particular
scientific interests in lymphoproliferative disorders; acute leukemias; multiple myeloma;
disorders of hemostasis.

Dr. Vasko Graklanov is a highly respected and frequently invited lecturer at national and
international professional forums. He actively participates in international clinical trials as
Principal Investigator and Sub-Investigator. He is a member of the Bulgarian Medical Society
of Hematology; the European Hematology Association (EHA); the EHA Lymphoma Group
and the European Research Initiative on Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia (ERIC).

Dr. Graklanov, MD, PhD has received numerous scientific and academic awards in recognition
of his research and teaching achievements, inctuding First Prize in the Science and Youth



Competition of the Medical University — Plovdiv (2013); Third Prize for Poster Presentation at
the Eleventh National Congress of Hematology and Balkan Hematology Day (2019); Awards
from the national Young Hematologist symposia (2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015); the Best
Lecturer Award presented by students of the English-language Medical Programme (Fourth-
Year Medicine) for the academic year 2022-2023.
Dr. Graklanov is also a member of the Organizing Committee of the National Conference with
International Participation "Interdisciplinary Perspectives in Malignant Diseases" (Plovdiv,
2025 and 2026), further demonstrating his active engagement in the academic and scientific life
of the Medical University — Plovdiv.
Chief Assistant Professor Pencho C wrgiev Georgiev, MD, PhD
Dr. Pencho Georgiev graduated from the Medical University Plovdiv in 2001. He obtained
his specialty in Internal Medicine in 2010 and his specialty in Clinical Hematology in 2011.
During the same year, he compieted a one-month specialized training programme in
Hematopoietic stem cell transplantation at the Department of hematology of Wilhelminen
hospital, Vienna, Austria. In 2020, he was awarded the educational and scientific degree Doctor
(PhD) with the dissertation entitled: "Effect of Iron Chelation Therapy on lron Overload and
Hepatic and Cardiac Dysfunction in Adult Patients with Transfusion-Dependent f3-
Thalassemia." In 2025, he obtained a Master's degree in Healthcare Management. He began his
professional career as a resident physician at the First Department of Internal Medicine,
University Hospital "St. George", Plovdiv (2004-2006), after which he continued his
professional development at the Clinic of Clinical Hematology of the same institution, where
he has worked continuously since 2006. His academic career has progressed through successful
appointments as Assistant Professor and subsequently Chief Assistant Professor (2021) at the
Medical University — Plovdiv. The candidate possesses the required level of English language
proficiency for teaching in the English-language medical programme and has submitted the
appropriate certificate. Since September 2023, Dr. Pencho Georgiev has aiso served as Director
of an Individual Specialized Outpatient Practice in Internal Medicine and Clinical Hematology,
successfully combining university teaching with both hospital and outpatient clinical practice.
From 2015 to 2021, the candidate was a member of the Safety Committee of Ainylam
Pharmaceuticals, participating in the safety assessment of international clinical trials. From
2020 to 2022, he also served as a member of the Safety Committee of Silence Therapeutics.
>r more than twenty vears, Dr. Pencho Georgiev has been actively involved in international

clinical trials as both Principal Investigator and Sub-Investigator. He is widely recognized,
highly respected, and regarded as an established expert in this field.
II. General Description of the Documents Submitted for the Competition
Three candidates have submitted applications for participation in the competition:

o Chief Assistant Professor Katya Georgieva Sapunarova, MD, PhD;

¢ Chief Assistant Professor Vasko Graklanov, MD, PhD;

o Chief Assistant Professor Pencho Georgiev Georgiev, MD, PhD.
All three candidates have been admitted to participate in the competition. The documentation
submitted by the candidates fully complies with the requirements of the Academic Staff
De' opment in the Republic of Bulgaria Act (ASDRBA) and the Regulations for the
Implementation of the ASDRBA at the Medical University — Plovdiv, governing the procedure
for appointment to the academic position of Associate Professor. All required documents have
been submitied. The application dossiers are comprehensive, informative, and very well
organized, having been prepared in accordance with the List of Documents Required for
Appointment to the Academic Position of Associate Pro sor at the Medical University —
Plovdiv. Documentary evidence has been provided for ail evaluation indicators, together with
all required declarations.



IT1. Comprehensive Evaluation of the Scientific Output of the Candidates and Their
Overall Academic Development

Chief Assistant Professor Katya Sapunarova participates in the competition with the
habilitation monograph entitled: "Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia in Adults" (ISBN 978-619-
189-349-2, 2026). The monograph comprises 227 pages, corresponding to 178 standard printed
pages, excluding the bibliography. It combines a comprehensive review of the contemporary
scientific literature with the author's professional perspective on current diagnostic and
therapeutic approaches, complemented by her own clinical observations. The submission
includes positive peer reviews as well as a report confirming successful electronic plagiarism
screening. The habilitation monograph fully satisfies the generally accepted academic
requirements for this type of scientific work. The candidate has also published an additional
monograph entitled "Osteoprotegerin”, which has not been submitted as the habilitation thesis.
This collective monograph, published in 2025, lists Dr. Sapunarova as the leading author. It
comprises 178 pages and is accompanied by a statement specifying the individual contribution
of the leading author, corresponding to 120 standard printed pages. Dr. Sapunarova has also
published a book based on her doctoral dissertation entitled: "Thalassemic Bone Disease”
(ISBN 978-619-189-350-8). In addition, she is co-author of chapters in several collective
monographs and has authored five review articles.

For the present competition, Dr, Sapunarova has submitted 20 scientific articles published in
journals indexed and absiracted in Scopus and/or Web of Science. Publications previously
submitted for earlier academic promotions have not been included in the current application.
Among these papers: six have been published in journals with an Impact Factor, distributed by
quartile as follows: Q1 -2, Q2 -2, Q3 — 2 In one of these publications, appearing in Annals
of Medicine (Impact Factor 5.34), the candidate is the first author. The cumulative Impact
Factor of her indexed publications is 303.74. Among the remaining 14 peer-reviewed
publications (without an Impact Factor), Dr. Sapunarova is the first author in four. The
candidate has also submitted 13 publications in journals not indexed in international
bibliographic databases, serving as first author in three of them.

Chief Assistant Professor Sapunarova is co-author of 63 scientific communications and
conference presentations, 18 of which have been published in international bibliographic
databases, including journals with an Impact Factor. The cumulative Impact Factor of these
conference publications amounts to 121.68. She is the first author of 20 conference
presentations. As a mentor of undergraduate students, she has also co-authored three scientific
communications published in conference proceedings. The candidate has participated in: three
university-funded research projects, serving as Principal Investigator in two of them; two
national educational projects funded by the Ministry of Education and Science under the
Student Internships Programme; one international research project co-financed through
European funding mechanisms.

The candidate's principal scientific contributions may be summarized in several major areas.

- Bone complications in transfusion-dependent B-thalassemia -the candidate has conducted
original investigations into skeletal complications associated with transfusion-dependent B-
thalassemia. For the first time in Bulgaria, the prevalence of osteopenia and osteoporosis in this
patient population has been systematically analyzed. Clinically significant risk factors have
been identified, and predictive models have been proposed for assessing the risk of progressive
bone loss and osteoporotic fractures. These findings have direct clinical relevance for the early
diagnosis and prevention of skeletal complications in patients with transfusion-dependent -
thalassemia.

- Molecular mechanisms of bone metabolism, including the role of sclerostin and
osteoprotegerin as potential biomarkers and therapeutic targets. Several of these studies have
been published in prestigious international scientific journals.



- A further important group of publications focuses on the diagnosis and treatment of
hematological malignancies, including: acute myeloid leukemia; multiple myeloma; other
malignant hematological disorders. These publications report the results of clinical trials
published in journals with a high Impact Factor.

- Clinically applicable research - the candidate has also produced valuable practice-oriented
publications addressing: rare coagulation disorders; immune thrombocytopenia; Glar ~nann
thrombasthenia; complications in immunosuppressed patients.

QOverall, Dr. Sapunarova occupies a strong authorship position within her publication portfolio.
Her scientific output is characterized by thematic consistency, an interdisciplinary research
approach, and a clearly defined orientation toward clinically applicable research.

Chief Assistant Professor Vasko Graklanov participates in the competition with the
habilitation monograph: "Hodgkin Lymphoma — Clinical and Prognostic Aspects" (ISBN 978-
619-189-351-5, 2026). For the first time in Bulgaria, a comprehensive clinical, epidemiological,
and laboratory analysis of patients with Hodgkin lymphoma has been performed, revealing
specific characteristics of the Bulgarian patient population and positioning it as an intermediate
epidemiological model. The monograph is accompanied by three favourable peer reviews
prepared by leading Bulgarian experts in the field. The submiited habilitation monograph
addresses an important and highly topical area of contemporary Clinical Hematology and fully
complies with the generally accepted academic requirements for this type of scientific work.
Dr. V. Graklanov is also a co-author of a chapter in the monograph "Eosinophilia." The chapter
presents a contemporary diagnostic and tt -apeutic approach to an interdisciplinary
hematological condition that is clinically important yet remains relatively underrepresented in
the current medical literature. The candidate is also co-author of the English-language
monograph "Acute Leukemias” (IntechOpen), which provides a systematic and analytical
review of contemporary targeted therapies for acute myeloid leukemia, representing a valuable
contribution to the field of Hematology. Publication in English by an internationally recognized
scientific publisher ensures broad international scientific visibility for both the author and the
Bulgarian hematology community. The candidate's scientific output encompasses a broad
spectrum of contemporary issues in Clinical Hematology.

His principal research areas include: comprehensive clinical and laboratory investigations into
the role of vitamin D in malignant hematological diseases; current concepts in targeted therapy
and immunotherapy; molecular prognostic markers; disorders of hemostasis; personalized
medicine.

For the present competition, Dr. Vasko Graklanov has submitted 34 scientific publications, of
which: 22 have been published in journals indexed in Scopus and/or Web of Science; 12 have
been published in journals not indexed in international bibliographic databases. The submitted
publication list does not include scientific papers previously used in earlier academic promotion
procedures, including the five publications related to his doctoral dissertation. Among the
submitted papers: nine have been published in journals with a Clarivate Impact Factor; in three
of these publications (all in Q3 journals) the candidate is the first author. The cumulative Impact
Factor of these publications is 16.8. Among the remaining 13 peer-reviewed publications
without an Impact Factor, the candidate is the first author in three. He is also the first author of
seven publications appearing in journals not indexed in international bibliographic databases.
The candidate has demonstrated active scientific participation in both national and international
scientific forums. His scientific results have been presented in 29 published conference
abstracts, nine of which were presented at international scientific meetings. He is the first author
of 13 of these abstracts, reflecting a high level of scientific initiative and productivity. For the
present competition, Dr. Graklanov has also submitted evidence of participation as a co-author
of a textbook and of a Pharmacotherapeutic Handbook.



It is important to emphasize that a substantial proportion of the candidate's publications is based
on analyses of his own clinical observations. Among the most significant contributions are
studies concerning: real-world clinical practice in the management of chronic lymphocytic
leukemia in Bulgaria; management of cardiovascular complications associated with treatment
using Bruton tyrosine kinase inhibitors; review articles addressing the role of tertiary lymphoid
structures in tumour immunity. These publications address highly relevant contemporary
clinical issues of considerable practical importance.

Dr. Graklanov has served as Principal Investigator in two university-funded research projects;
participant in one additional university-funded research project. He is actively involved in one
national research project; one international project, namely the PERIMED Centre of
Competence, co-financed by the European Union.

Chief Assistant Professor Pencho Georgiev Georgiev, MD, PhD

Dr. Pencho G. Georgiev participates in the competition for the academic position of Associate
Professor with the monograph entitied: "Contemporary Therapeutic Strategies and Future
Directions in Philadelphia-Negative Myeloproliferative Neoplasms."” The monograph presents
an analysis of treatment with Ropeginterferon alfa-2b (Besremi®), which, following the results
of the PROUD-PV and CONTINUATION-PV clinical trials, has been approved as first-line
therapy for Polycythemia Vera. The results of these clinical studies have been published in
prestigious scientific journals, including: The Lancet Haematology (Impact Factor /8.5);
HemaSphere (Impact Factor 14.6); Leukemia (Impact Factor 12.4). The candidate provides a
comprehensive analysis of current therapeutic strategies and future treatment perspectives in
myeloproliferative neoplasms, thereby contributing to the advancement of scientific knowledge
and evidence-based clinical recommendations in this field.

The monograph "From the Defective Gene to Gene Therapy" presents the contemporary
concept of individualized prophylaxis in patients with severe hemophilia based on
pharmacokinetically guided prophylaxis (PK-guided prophylaxis). This therapeutic approach
minimizes the risk of spontaneous bleeding episodes and represents an important step toward
personalized treatment. Resuits from Dr. Pencho Georgiev's participation in clinical trials have
been published in the journal Haemophilia (Impact Factor 2.768). The monograph also
describes the regulatory approval process of Simoctocog alfa (Nuwig®), a fourth-generation
recombinant factor VIII produced from a fully human cell line. Furthermore, it discusses the
mechanism of action of Fitusiran, the first therapeutic agent in its class utilizing small
interfering RNA (siRNA) technology. The results of these clinical trials have been published in
internationally recognized journals, including: New England Journal of Medicine (Impact
Factor 79.2); Blood Advances (Impact Factor 7.1); Journal of Thrombosis and Haemostasis
(Impact Factor 16.1). In the first two of these publications, Dr. Georgiev is listed as the third
author within a large international collaborative research group.

For the present competition, Dr. Pencho Georgiev has submitted 32 scientific papers published
in journals indexed in Scopus and/or Web of Science. Among these publications 14 have been
published in journals with an Impact Factor. The cumulative Impact Factor of these publications
is 286.54. According to their journal ranking, the publications are distributed as follows: Q1 —
10 publications, Q2 — 3 publications, Q3 - 1 publication. Four publications listed in the
submission had previously been included in the materials supporting the award of the
educational and scientific degree Doctor (PhD) and therefore should not be considered for the
present competition. Consequently, the number of eligible publications is reduced to 28,
specifically excluding publications Nos. 9, 14, 20, and 32. These four publications are also the
only papers in which Dr. Pencho Georgiev is the first author.

The principal focus of Dr Georgiev's academic activity is his participation as Principal
Investigator and Sub-Investigator in numerous international clinical trials. The scientific results
generated through these studies possess: original scientific value; confirmatory significance;



important practical applicability. They have contributed to the continuous improvement of
contemporary diagnostic and therapeutic algorithms in Clinical Hematology and have been
published in numerous prestigious scientific journals. The principal research areas include:

- Asessment of serum hepcidin levels in patients with transfusion-dependent B-thalassemia;

- Therapeutic strategies and future perspectives in Philadelphia-negative myeloproliferative
neoplasms;

- Contemporary management and future therapeutic directions in hemophilia.

Dr.Georgiev has participated as a Sub-Investigator in one research project, namely the
PERIME... Centre of Competence, co-financed by the European Union.

The candidate's extensive publication record and exceptionally high citation impact are the
result of his long-standing and systematic participation in international multicentre clinical
trials, in which he has established himself as a recogmized expert.

IV. Evaluation of the Habilitation Monograph or Equivalent Publications Submitted by
the Candidates for the Academic Position of Associate Professor

A detailed, reasoned, and candidate-specific evaluation has already been presented in the
preceding chapter.

V. Impact (Citation Record) of the Candidates' Publications in National and International
Literature (Publication Profile)

Chief Assistant Professor Katya Georgieva Sapunarova, MD, PhD

Evidence of Dr. Sapunarova's scientific impact is demonstrated by her citation record: 281
citations in journals indexed in Scopus and Web of Science; 13 citations in non-indexed
journals; 2 citations in monographs and edited volumes. She has also completed: 4 peer reviews
for journals indexed in Scopus/Web of Science; 1 peer  riew for a non-indexed specialist
journal dedicated to thalassemia syndromes. Her current Scopus h-index is 5 (supported by the
submitted Scopus report). Dr. Sapunarova's citation impact substantially exceeds the minimum
requirements for appointment to the academic position of Associate Professor. The majority of
these citations arise from: international multicentre publications resulting from participation in
clinical trials and patient registries; and publications within her own principal research area,
namely bone metabolism.

Chief Assistant Professor Vasko Graklanov, MD, PhD

Dr. Graklanov has presented the results of his scientific research at numerous national and
international scientific meetings. His publications have received 62 citations, including: 50
citations in indexed journals; 12 citations in non-indexed journals. The candidate has also
submitted evidence of six peer reviews, including reviews for internationally indexed journals
such as: Turkish Joumal of Hematology; PLOS ONE; Cell Death & Differentiation. His
publications demonstrate strong thematic citation within the area of his doctoral research,
representing a positive indicator of international scientific recognition and visibility.

Chief Assistant Professor Pencho Georgiev Georgiev, MD, PhD

Dr. Pencho Georgiev reports: 2,045 citations in journals indexed in Scopus; 41 completed peer
reviews. His current Scopus h-index is 18. This  »resents an exceptionally high scientometric
achievement and constitutes his principal advantage over the other candidates. It should,
however, be emphasized that the majority of these citations derive from the candidate's
participation in large international multicent clinical trials involving extensive collaborative
authorship. By comparison, citations of his independently authored publications are relatively
limited.

In conclusion, all three candidates have developed distinct and well-defined scientific profiles.
Nevertheless, the scientometric indicators presented by Chief Assistant Professor Pencho
Georgiev are markedly superior both in quantitative terms and in overall scientific impact.

VI. Comprehensive Evaluation of the Teaching, Fducational and Methodological
Activities, Including the Supervision of Students, PhD Candidates and Medical Residents



Chief Assistant Professor Katya Georgieva Sapunarova, MD, PhD

Dr. Sapunarova has the longest teaching experience among the candidates. According to the
submitted academic workload reports, she has maintained consistently high teaching activity at
the Medical University — Plovdiv throughout the last three academic years. Her teaching
responsibilities include: lectures; practical classes; seminars; clinical training; supervision of
undergraduate clinical internships; participation in state examinations. Her teaching workload
has been as follows: academic year 2022/23 - 476 contact hours / 674 total teaching workload;
2023/24 - 583 contact hours / 728 total teaching workload; 2024/25 - 468 contact hours / 598
total teaching workload. Despite working on a 50% academic appointment, her teaching
workload : nains substantially above the required institutional standards. In addition to
classroom teaching, she actively contributes through: preparation of teaching materials; student
consultations; individual mentoring; supervision of clinical placements; organ’—tional
activities related to the educational process. Her academic duties are further complemented by
active research, participation in scientific meetings, university research projects, national
educational programmes, European-funded projects, and supervision of a resident in Clinical
Hematology.

Chief Assistant Professor Vasko Graklanov, MD, PhD

During the three-year evaluation period (2022-2025), Dr. Graklanov has maintained a high and
steadily increasing overall teaching workload, ranging from 589 to 652 hours annually, which
substantially exceeds the minimum teaching requirements established for a 50% academic
appointment. A clear positive trend is evident, primarily attributable to increased research
activity, while maintaining a consistently high level of contact teaching (approximately 400
contact hours annually). His teaching ; ponsibilities encompass a broad spectrum of
educational activities, including: lecture courses; practical classes; participation in examination
committees. These activities involve the education of: undergraduate medical students
(including the English-language programme); interns; medical residents; nursing students
through both lectures and practical instruction. His scientific activity demonstrates a marked
upward trend, increasing from 118 hours to 190 hours, reflecting enhanced publication activity,
participation in scientific meetings, and peer-review work. His extracurricular academic
workload (approximately 70 hours annually) has remained stable and includes: preparation of
educational materials; student consultations; academic administrative activities; supervision
and quality control of the educational process.

Dr. Graklanov has also demonstrated substantial project involvement, including: Principal
Investigator of Project DPDP-02/2013, investigating serum vitamin D levels in patients with
Non-Hodgkin lymphoma; Member of the research team of Project HO-11/2020, focused on
diagnostic and prognostic genetic markers in acute myeloid leukemia; Principal Investigator of
Project HO-12/2025, investigating the effects of virtual reality on pain, fear, and anxiety during
invasive diagnostic procedures in patients with hematological malignancies; Researcher (R2)
in the European project PERIMED-2 Competence Centre;, Participant in a national project
dedicated to improving the early diagnosis and awareness of Gaucher disease.

Chief Assistant Professor Pencho Georgiev Georgiev, MD, PhD

Throughout the evaluated three-year period, Dr. Pencho Georgiev has maintained active and
consistent teaching activity within the Department. His academic duties include lectures;
practical classes; seminars; clinical teaching; participation in examination committees;
extracurricular academic activities; scientific research. His total reported teaching workload
was 541 hours for 2022/2023 academic year, 540 hours (2023-2024) and 536 hours (2024-
2025). These values substantially exceed the minimurn workload required for a faculty member
holding a 50% academic appointment. The majority of his teaching activity is devoted to
undergraduate medical education through lectures, practical instruction, and clinical training in
Clinical Hematology. In addition, he actively participates in: student assessment; preparation



of educational ma ials; consultations with students and residents; departmental organizational
activities.

The candidate has not participated as an author of a university textbook or specialized teaching
manual. Dr. Pencho Georgiev has submitted documentation confirming his participation as
Researcher (R2) in the European project PERIMED-2 Competence Centre.

Qverall, ali three candidates demonstrate comparable and highly active teaching involvement
in Clinical Hematology. They are fully integrated into the educational process involving
undergraduate medical students, nursing students, physician assistants, and medical residents,
Their teaching workload substantially exceeds the institutional requirements applicable to
departments with clinical and diagnostic responsibilities.

VII. Personal Impressions of the Candidates

I have had many years of direct professional contact with ail three candidates as both 2 member
of the academic staff and Head of the Clinic of Clinical Hematology. The differences between
the candidates are not related to compliance with the  juired scientometric criteria-—wiich all
unquestionably satisfy, but rather reflect the specific characteristics of their individual clinical
and academic profiles.

Chief Assistant Professor Katya Georgieva Sapunarova, MD), PhDD

Dr. Sapunarova is a well itablished clinician with many years of experienc as both a
pediatrician and a clinical hematologist. She is an erudite colleague with broad scientific
expertise and possesses the most balanced and comprehensive academic profile among the
candidates. Her achievements encompass teaching, research, and project activities to a
consistently high standard.

Chief Assistant Professor Vasko Graklanov, MD, PhD

Dr. Graklanov is an established specialist with an exceptionally high level of expertise in
Clinical Hematology. He is distinguished by innovative thinking, profound scientific
knowledge, commitment to academic excellence, a clearly focused clinical career dedicated to
innovative medicine. He is a proven lecturer with recognized international and national
professional visibility.

Chief Assistant Professor Pencho Georgiev Georgiev, MD, PhD

Dr. Pencho Georgiev is a colleague with extensive professional experience as both an internist
and a clinical hematologist. Within collaborative work, he has developed a highly specialized
profile focused on international clinical trials, where he is widely sought after and highly valued
as an investigator and consultant. This professional orientation explains his outstanding
publication activity within large international collaborative groups and his exceptionally high
citation impact, which represent the defining characteristics of his academic profile.

VIIL Overall Comparative Assessment of the Candidates with Respect to the Minimum
National Requirements under Article 26(2) and (3), the Requirements under Article 26(5) of
the Academic Staff Development in the Republic of Bulgaria Act, and the Specific
Requirements of the Medical University - Plovdiv for the Relevant Scientific Field and Clinical
Departments

Based on the submitted documentation and the objective evaluation of the candidates, the
following conclusions may be drawn:

Dr. Katya Sapunarova fulfiils all mandatory and institution-specific requirements, as well as
the scientometric criteria for appointment to the academic position of Associate Professor.
Dr. Vasko Graklanov fulfills all mandatory and institution-specific requirements, as well as
the scientometric criteria for appointment to the academic position of Associate Professor.
Dr. Pencho Georgiev fulfills all mandatory and institution-specific requirements, as well as
the scientometric criteria for appeointment to the acac  nic position of Associate Professor.



According to the comparative evaluation of the candidates:

Indicators A and B: the candidates are equivalent.
Indicator G: Dr. Sapunarova ranks first, Dr. Graklanov second, and Dr. Georgiev third.
Indicator D: Dr. Georgiev ranks first, Dr. Sapunarova second, and Dr. Graklanov third.
Indicator E: Dr. Sapunarova ranks first, Dr. Graklanov second, and Dr. Georgiev third.

Indicator Zh (Teaching Activity): tt

candidates are relatively comparable.

Comparative Evaluation of the Candidates

Indicator I 'nimum Dr. Pencho!Dr. Katya |Dr. Vasko
2 Requirement Georgiev Sapunarova Graklanov
PhD Degree 50 1 50 50 50
Doctor of Science Not mandatory [0 0 0
Habilitation Monograph| 100 100 100 100
Additional Monograph |-— 100 100 0
Book. Based on PhD| 0 40 40
Thesis
Publications
(Scopus/WoS) Group G 144 273.39 246.11
Othe.r _ Peer-reviewed! 10 134.79 121.00
Publications
Chapter in Collective| 0 10.95 30
Monograph
Total Group G 200 254 559.13 437.11
Citations / Reviews
(Scopus/WoS) 100 32,040 4,260 840
Citations inl
Monographs o 0 20 0
Citations in  Non-
indexed Journals o 0 65 60
Total Group D 100 32.040 4,345 900
Medical Specialty Group E su 80 40
Nat}onal Research| 0 75 45
Projects
International Projects |— 0 40 20
Principal Investigator |— 0 0 30
Universtty Textbook tJ — 0 0 13.3
Supervision 0
Residents/PhD Students| 30 30 30
Total Group E 60 110 225 178.3
Teaching Workload 100 536 432.5 398.5
Academic Position 200 400 400 400
Total Croup Zh 300 936 832.5 798.5
OVERALL SCORE 810 33,490 6,151.63 2,464.32




CONCLUSION
All three candidates satisfy—and substantially exceed—the mandatory and institution-specific
requirements and scientometric criteria for appointment to the academic position of Associate
Professor at the Faculty of Medicine, Medical University — Plovdiv. The submitted
documentation demonstrates that all candidates possess extensive experience as university
teachers and scientific researchers. The principal differences among them relate primarily to
their publication productivity and citation impact. Based on the comprehensive assessment of
their professional achievements, the summarized scientometric indicators, and the detailed
analysis presented above, I propose the following ranking:

1. Chief Assistant Professor Pencho Georgiev Georgiev, MD, PhD -- 33,490 points

2. Chief Assistant Professor Katya Georgieva Sapunarova, MD, PhD — 6,151.63 points

3. Chief Assistant Professor Vasko Graklanov, MD, PhD — 2,464.32 points

In conclusion, I recommend that the esteemed members of the Scientific Jury and the Faculty
Council vote in favour of electing Chief Assistant Professor Pencho Georgiev Georgiev, MD,
PhD, and Chief Assistant Professor Katya Georgieva Sapunarova, MD, PhD to the academic
position of Associate Professor in the scientific specialty Hematology and Blood
Transfusion at the First Department of Internal Diseases, Section of Hematology, Faculty of
Medicine, Medical University — Plovdiv.

I would also like to congratulate the third candidate, Chief Assistant Professor Vasko
Gra'"anov, MD, PhD, on his distinguished academic performance in this competition and
sincerely wish him continued success, while expressing mv admiratian far hic achintamaatyip
scientific research, clinical practice, and teaching,

3anmM4eHo Ha OCHOBaHWe
Yn.5 §1, 6.“B"” Pernament (EC)2016/679

Prepared by:

Prof. Zhanet G 1D



