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STATEMENT

IN A COMPETITION FOR THE POSITION OF ASS0OCIATE PROFESSOR AT THE FIRST DEPARTMENT OF INTERNAL

MEDICINE, SECTION "[HEMATOLOGY™ FOR TEACHING BULGARIAN AND ENGLISH - TWO PART-TIME (4
HOURS} "', ANNOUNCED IN THE STATE GAZETTE, ISSUE 26 OF 13.03.2026 AND ON AN APPROVED PROPOSAL BY
THE FACULTY OF MEDICINE OF THE MEDICAL UNIVERSITY - PLOVDIY (PROTOCOL 5/03.06.2026)

FIiELD OF HIGHER EDUCATION: 7. "HEALTHCARE AND SPORTS"
PROFESSIONAL FIELD: 7.1. "MEDICINE"
SCIENTIFIC SPECIALTY "HEMATOLOGY AND BLOOD TRANSFUSION"

Three candidates have submitted documents for the competition:
Dr. Vasko Graklanov
Dr. Katya Georgteva Sapunarova

Dr. Pencho Georgiev Georgicv
1. Analysis of the career profile of the candidates.

Dr. Vasko Graklanov graduated medicine from the Medical University of Plovdiv in 2008
and in 2009 he started working as a doctor at the Clinic of Clinical Hematology, University
Hospital "St. George” - Plovdiv. He began his academic development in 2021 after
successfully obtaining an the educational and scientific degree "Doctor” with a PhD thesis on
the topic "Serum levels of Vitamin D in patients with non-Hodgkin lymphomas” as a Chief
Assistant Professor at the First Department of Internal Medicine, Department of Hematology,
Medical University, Plovdiv. He has acquired specialty in clinical hematology and blood

transfusion and has a master’s degree in hcalth management. He has conducted a number of



trainings: for stemn cell transplantation (Sofia 2012, Oxford University Hospital 2015, Zagreb
2018), for flow cytometric determination of stem cell count (Sofia 2015), trainings for
malignant fymphomas (Athens 2013, Lugano 2017, Lugano 2018), Gaucher’s disease
(Amsterdam 2014), etc. He is a member of the Bulgarian Medical Association of
Hematology, as well as its Working Group on Lymphoproliferative Diseases, as well as the
European Hematological Association and 2 working groups to it (EHA Lymphoma Group and
Furopean Research Initiative on CLL (ERIC)).

Dr. Katya Georgieva Sapunarova is a doctor with 29 years of expericnce, starting with over
11 years in the field of pediatrics and pediatric oncohematology at the Department of
Pediatrics, University Hospital "St. George" - Plovdiv, and subscquently since 2008 she has
continued her career development in the field of clinical hematology at the Clinie of Clinical
Hematology, University Hospital "St. George" - Plovdiv. Since 2015 she has been an
assistant. Since 2021 after successfully obtaining an educational and scientific degree
"Doctor" with a PhD thesis on the topic "Study on the bone mineral density and markers of
bone metabolisnt in Bulgarian patients with transfusion-dependent beta-thalassemia over the
age of 18 years" she became Chief Assistant Professor at the First Department of Internal
Medicine, Department ot Hematology, Mcdical University, Plovdiv. She has acquired two
specialties: Pediatrics and Clinical Hematology and Blood Transfusion and has a Master's
degree in Health Management. She graduated the Masterclass of the European Hematology
Association, for which she received the relevant certification for comnpetence. Dr. Sapunarova
is a member of a number of expert groups and commissions (Working Group on Anemias and
Bleeding Disorders of the Bulgarian Medical Association of Hematology, Nosocomial
Working Group for the Development of a Strategy for Empirical Antimicrobial Therapy in
Immunocompromised Patients (Children and Adults), Specialized Commission on Pediatric

Clinical Hematology and Oncology for Working with the National Health Insurance Fund,






committee of two industry-sponsored clinical trials. He conducted a one-week visit to the
Department of Medical Oncology, Wilhelminenspital, Vienna.

I1. All threc candidates have provided all the documents required by the regulations for the
announced competition: an application to the Rector of the Medical University of Plovdiv,
copies of a diploma for higher education, diploma/s for acquired specialties and acquired
educational and scientific degrec "Doctor”, certificates of internship and acadeinic positions
held so far, a reference for the workload, the last attestation sheet, abstract of a dissertation,
habilitation work {monograph), list of publications in refereed scientific journals indexed in
world-renowned databases (Scopus and/or WoS8), list of publications in non-refereed journals,
published chapters of a collective monograph, published textbook, list of citations, certificates
of participation in pational and international projects, documents certifying trainings,
reference-self-assessment of scientific contributions, Declaration of originality and reliability,
copy of scientific publications and summaries of the submitted publications in Bulgarian and
English.

III. Evaluation of the candidate(s') scientific manuscripts for overall academic

development.

v" General characteristics of scientific production and publication activity;
Dr. Vasko Graklanov has published a habilitation paper (monograph) on the topic "Classical
Hoedgkin's lymphoma — ¢linical and prognostic aspects”. He has also published a book on his
dissertation on "Vitamin D ~ Clinical Perspectives in Hematology".
Dr. Graklanov has submitted 22 articles in refereed scientific journals, indexed in Scopus
and/or WoS, 2 of which are in print. In 6 of them he is the first author. Six of the publications
are in journals with IF, which fully meets and exceeds the required criteria for Associatc
Professor. Dr. Graklanov has not indicated the IF of the publications in the submitted kist.
Due to additionally provided by the Chairman of the scientific jury library reference, Dr.
Graklanov’s IF is 11.671.
Dr. Graklanov has puhlished 11 articles in non-refereed journals and 1 full-text report in a
scientific collection, being the first author in 7 of them. He has published a chapter "Targeted

therapy in acute myeloid leukemia" in an international collective monograph and a co-
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Comparative assessment of the main indicators of the participants in the competition for

Associate Professor in Clinical Hematology at MU-Plovdiv

Indicator Dr. V. Graklanov Dr. K. Sapunarova [Dr. P. Georgiev
Value Location |Value Location [Value Location
1 (G) | Publication activity | 437.11 pts| Second |[559.13 pts.| First 254 pts. Third
2(Gy | IF 11.671 Third 151.84 Second | 289.309 First
3 Scientific activity* 29 Second 63 First 2 Third
4 (E) | Project activity 148.3 pts. | Second | 235 pts. First 95 pts. Third
5(3) | H-index 3 Thard 5 Second 11 First
6 Scientific 2 Third 8 First 6 Second
Authority**
7 Monographic work - First - Second |- Third
8 (D) | Publication image 900 pts. Third | 4345 pts. | Sccond | 32040 pts. First
9 Educational method. | 841.8 pts. | Third | 862.5pts | Second | 966 pts. First
and teaching
10 Self-asscssment  of [ 2463.91 | Third | 6151.63 | Sccond |33505pts.| First |
. the candidate pts. pts.
Ranking Third place Second First

* Number of announcemenis/reports at scientific forums;
**¥ Contributions of original/innovative nature.

In conclusion, all three candidates in the competition meet and significantly exceed the

mandatory and specific conditions and scientometric criteria for occupying the position of

~Associate Professor™ at the Faculty of Medicine of MU-Plovdiv. The complex analysis of the

provided materials in the competition demonstrates a superiority of each of the candidates in

distinet indicators’ field, with the most pronounced diffcrences in terms of publication activity

and image and the related Impact factor and H-index. Based on the attached comparative

assessment I propose the following ranking:
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