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OPINION

by Prof. Mariya Petkova Tokmakova, MD, DSc
member of the Scientific fury appointed by Order No. P-3352/04.06.2026 of the Rector of
the Medical University of Plovdiv and pursuant to protocol No. 1 of the first meeting of the

Scientific Jury held on 17.06.2026

regarding the competition for the academic position of Associate Professor
in the scientific specialty Hematology and Blood Transfusion, Area of Higher Education 7.
Healthcare and Sports, Professional Field 7.1. Medicine, announced for the needs of the
Medical University of Plovdiv, Faculty of Medicine, First Department of Internal Medicine,
Section of Hematology, for teaching in Bulgarian and English, for two part-time academic
positions of Associate Professor — 4 hours, published in the State Gazette, Issue No. 26 of

13.03.2026.

l. General Description of the Submitted Materials

Three candidates have been admitted to the competition: Chief Assistant Professor Pencho
Georgiev Georgiev, MD, PhD; Chief Assistant Professor Katya Georgieva Sapunarova, MD, PhD;
and Chief Assistant Professor Vasko Graklanov, MD, PhD.

The submitted documents and materials have been prepared in accordance with the
requirements of the Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria Act, the
Regulations for its implementation, and the Regulations for Academic Development of the
Medical University of Plovdiv. They contain the information necessary for an objective
assessment of the candidates’ professional, research, and teaching activities.

In preparing the present opinion, consideration has been given both to formal compliance
with the minimum national and university requirements and to the quality of the scientific

output. The research topics, degree of authorial independence, international visibility,
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scientific and applied value of the research, project activity, and teaching contribution have
been assessed.

Il. Professional and Academic Develapment

All three candidates hold the educational and scientific degree of Doctor, have acquired a
specialty in Clinical Hematology, possess substantial clinical experience, and demonstrate the
necessary academic commitment. They work in a university clinical environment and actively
participate in the education and training of students and medical speciaiists, thereby ensuring
a strong connection between research, teaching, and clinical practice.

Dr Pencho Georgiev holds two medical specialties: Internal Medicine and Clinical Hematology.,
His professional development is closely associated with participation in international clinical
trials and the introduction of innovative therapeutic approaches. His work on safety
assessment committees, training in hematopoietic stem cell transplantation, and participation
in international educational initiatives define his profile as a clinician with a clearly expressed
research crientation.

Dr Katya Sapunarova has the longest professicnal experience and holds two clinical
specialties: Paediatrics and Clinical Hematology. She combines many years of clinical practice
with consistent research and teaching activities. Her international qualifications are extensive
and directly related to leading areas of contemporary hematology.

Dr Vasko Graklanov is the youngest of the candidates, but his professional development has
been consistent and focused on clinical hematology from the outset. His gualification profile
encompasses lymphoproliferative disorders, hematopoietic stem cell transplantation,
disorders of hemostasis, and contemporary targeted therapies.

lil. Scientific Profile and Habilitation Works

The habilitation works of the three candidates address different but significant areas of clinical
hematology. All three menographs examine current issues, include criginal clinical data, and
have a clearly defined practical orientation.

Dr  Georgiev's monograph, dedicated +to  Philadelphia chromosome-negative
myeloproliferative neoplasms, is directly related to his participation in the international

PROUD-PV, CONTINUATION-PV, and PEN-PV programs. The work demonstrates his ability to



critically interpret contemporary therapeutic strategies and to integrate data from the
Bulgarian centre into the international scientific context.

Dr Sapunarova’s monograph, Acute Lymphoblastic Leukaemia in Adults, is distinguished by its
high clinical and applied value. Its principal strengths include the systematic presentation of
the minimal residual disease-guided approach, the discussion of contemporary therapeutic
options, and the formulation of practical algorithms adapted to real-world clinical practice.
Dr Graklanov’'s monograph on classical Hodgkin lymphoma is the most extensive of the
submitted habilitation works. It analyses data from a real-world patient population,
inflammatory indices, PET/CT parameters, and readily available prognostic markers. Its
contribution is predominantly clinical and methodological and is aimed at improving risk
assessment.

The additional monographic output is most comprehensively represented by Dr Sapunarova,
who submits an independent monograph, a book developed on the basis of her dissertation,
and contributions to collective monographs. Dr Georgiev submits an additional co-authored
monograph, while Dr Graklanov submits a book based on his dissertation and two chapters in
collective publications.

IV, Publication Activity, Quality of the Scientific Output, and Authorial Contribution

The publication profiles of the three candidates differ in structure and thematic orientation.
Dr Georgiev is distinguished by the highest international visibility and the largest number of
publications in prestigious scientific journals. Of the 28 submitted publications referenced and
indexed in Scopus and Web of Science, 14 were published in journals with an impact factor,
11 in Q1 journals, and 2 in Q2 journais.

His scientific output focuses on current issues in clinical hematology, with a principal emphasis
on innovative therapeutic approaches in hemophilia, myeloproliferative neoplasms, and
transfusion-dependent p-thalassemia. Additional studies address lymphoproliferative
disorders, muitiple myeloma, acute leukemias, and rare hematological conditions. His
publication profile is predominantly clinical and research-oriented and is closely associated
with international multicentre trials of novel medicinal products and molecularly targeted

therapies. A specific feature of the output submitted for the competition is the absence of



first-authored publications, as his participation has primarily been within large international
research consortia.

Dr Sapunarova has the highest score in Group G and the best balance between the quality of
the scientific journals and leading autharship positions. She submits 20 publications indexed
in Scopus and Web of Science, of which 6 were published in journals with an impact factor, 4
in @1 journals, and 2 in Q2 journals. She is first author of 5 publications and second author of
4.

Her publication activity is distinguished by thematic breadth and a consistently developed
independent research line in the fields of p-thalassemia, thalassemia-related bone disease,
and disorders of bone metabolism. Additional studies concern acute leukemias,
lymphoproliferative disorders, coagulopathies, and rare hematological conditions. Her
scientific profile combines original research, leading authorship, and participation in
internationai clinical trials.

Dr Graklanov submits 22 publications reported as referenced and indexed in Scopus and Web
of Science, of which 6 were published in journals with an impact factor. He has no publications
in Q1 journals, while 3 publications are in Q2 journals. He is first author of 5 publications and
second author of 2. He also submits 12 publications in non-indexed peer-reviewed journals.
In his self-assessment, the candidate reports 246.11 points under Indicator 7 and 121 points
under Indicator 8.

His publication activity is focused primarily on lymphomas, prognostic markers, and the role
of vitamin D in lymphoproliferative disorders. He has a clearly identifiable independent
thematic line and convincing representation in first-author positions. At the same time, the
international standing of his publication output is more limited, and the relative proportion of
review articles and case reports is higher.

Comparatively, Dr Georgiev has the highest proportion of original research articles and the
lowest relative proportion of reviews and case reports. Dr Sapunarova presents the most
halanced publication profile, combining original research, international clinical trials, clinical

publications, and leading authorship positions. In Dr Graklanov’s output, review articles and



case reports account for a more substantial proportion, although the candidate meets the
required minimum indicators.

V. Project, Scientific and Applied, and Teaching Activities

All three candidates participate as “Recognised Researchers R2” in the project PERIMED-2
Centre of Competence, funded by the European Union under a programme aimed at research,
innovation, and digitalisation. Given their identical status, their participation in this project
should be assessed equally.

Dr Sapunarova presents the broadest and most diverse project portfolio. She is the principal
investigator of an intramural project at the Medical University of Plovdiv and participates in
other research projects funded by the University. She is also involved in the Research and
Innovation Programme of the Medical University of Plovdiv, funded under the National
Recovery and Resilience Plan. Her mentoring and supervisory activities under the Ministry of
Education and Science programme Student Internships further strengthen her academic
profile and demonstrate commitment to the training and professional development of young
specialists.

Dr Graklanov also demonstrates substantial project activity. He has served as the principal
investigator of an intramural project, has participated in another project funded by the
Medical University of Plovdiv, and currently leads an intramural study on the application of
virtual reality in bone marrow aspiration and biopsy. The project has an original concept and
clear practical applicability. In addition to his participation in PERIMED-2, Dr Grakianov is
involved in a naticnal initiative for the diagnosis of Gaucher disease, jointly implemented by
the Bulgarian Medical Society of Hematology and a pharmaceutical company.

Dr Georgiev's research activity is conducted predominantly through his participation in
international multicentre clinical trials funded by industry sponsors. Although this activity
differs in nature from national and intramural academic projects, it is significant in terms of
the evaluation of novel therapeutic approaches and the inclusion of the Bulgarian centre in
international research networks.

The teaching activities of all three candidates are sufficient in volume and exceed the

established minimum workload. They teach students in Bulgarian and English, participate in



examinations, and are involved in postgraduate training. An additional positive aspect of Dr
Sapunarova’s teaching profile is her supervision of a resident in Clinical Hematology.

V1. Scientific Impact and Recognition

Dr Georgiev’s most substantial advantage is the exceptionally high citation rate of his scientific
output, with 2,045 citations of full-text publications in Scopus and Web of Science. This result
is associated with publications that have contributed to the development of contemporary
therapeutic approaches in hemophilia, thalassemia, and myeloproliferative neoplasms.
Although these works were produced within large international multi-author consortia, their
scientometric and ciinical significance is indisputable.

Dr Sapunarova reports 284 citations and reviews in Scopus and Web of Science, as well as
additional scientific recognition in monographs and non-indexed peer-reviewed publications.
Her citation record is associated both with participation in international registries and clinical
trials and with her own research in the fields of thalassemia and bone metabolism.

Dr Graklanov has the fowest overall number of citations among the candidates. The scientific
impact of his work is more closely linked to his independent research line concerning the role
of vitamin D in lymphoproliferative disorders. This is a positive indication of the recognition of
his research topic but does not compensate for the more limited international visibility of his
publication output.

Vill. Overall Comparative Assessment

All three candidates significantly exceed the minimum national and university requirements
for appointment to the academic position of Associate Professor. Their scientific and academic
profiles, however, differ considerably.

Dr Georgiev has the highest international visibility, the most substantial scientificimpact, and
the strongest representation in first-quartile journals. His scientific output is highly relevant
and is directly associated with international multicentre clinical trials and the development of
innovative therapeutic approaches.

Dr Sapunarova presents the most balanced academic profile. She has the highest score in
Group G and the best combination of leading authorship, monographic output, an

independent thematic research line, project activity, and teaching experience.






Dr Graklanov has a clearly defined research focus, well-represented leading authorship, and
potential for further academic development. Comparatively, however, he ranks lower in
terms of the international standing of the journals, citation impact, and structure of the
publication output.

In ranking the candidates, | do not regard the total point score as the sole and independent
criterion. The quantitative indicators should be interpreted together with the quality of the
scientific journals, authorship positions, thematic consistency, degree of independent
contribution, and international recognition. It is precisely this comprehensive assessment
that forms the basis for the proposed final ranking.

IX. Conclusion and Proposal

All three candidates meet the regulatory requirements and possess the necessary scientific,
teaching, and clinical qualifications for appointment to the academic position of Associate
Professor.

Based on the overall comparative assessment, | propose the following ranking:

1. Chief Assistant Professor Pencho Georgiev Georgiev, MD, PhD
2. Chief Assistant Professor Katya Georgieva Sapunarova, MD, PhD
3. Chief Assistant Professor Vasko Graklanov, MD, PhD

| propose that the Scientific Jury elect Chief Assistant Professor Pencho Georgiev Georgiev,
MD, PhD, and Chief Assistant Professor Katya Georgieva Sapunarova, MD, PhD, to the two
academic positions of Associate Professor in the scientific specialty Hematology and Blood

Transfusion.
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