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He completed his secondary education at the English Language High School in

Plovdiv from 1988 to 1993.

He continued his education at MU-Plovdiv, majoring in "Medicine” (1995-2001),
earning a "Master's" degree. A copy of Diploma No. 002389 dated 03.10.2001 is provided.

He | scialized in Ear, Nose and Throat Diseases at the Department of ENT, MU-
Plovdiv, from 2001 to 2005, where he acquired his specialty in Otorhinolaryngology —

Diploma No. 011394 dated 28.06.2006.

He furthered his qualifications at MU-Plovdiv, acquiring a second specialty in "Public

Health and Health Management" with Diploma No. 896 dated 12.04.2021.

Between 2008 and 2014, he held a managerial pc ‘tion as Head of the ENT
Department at MHAT "St. St. Kozma and Danmy " in Plovdiv.

From 2014 to the present, he has been working as a specialist physician at the ENT

Clinic at University Hospital "St. George" in Plovdiv.

Dr. Stoyan Markov has continued his protessional development, completing 15
specialized courses in Bulgaria and abroad over the years to enl ce his qualifications. He
has not limited himself to a single subspecialty but has actively trained and worked in the
fields of Endoscopic Functional Sinus Surgery, otosurgery, audiology, pediatric
otorhinolaryngology. particularly the specific area of problematic airways in children, as well

as endoscopy of foreign bodies in the esophagus and lower respiratory tract.

In 2015, following a competition, he was appointed as @  :mber of the Department of
ENT Diseases at MU-Plovdiv, where his academic career began, and from 2016 to the
present, he holds the academic pr “ion of "Chief Assistant.” As part of the department's team,
he has actively participated in the teaching activities of the departiment and as a co-author in
the development of modi  educational mate  ils, reference books, and examination tests for

students in Bulgarian and English.

In 2013, he successfully defended his doctoral dissertation, focused on the impact of
noise in nig’ ‘clubs on hearing, thereby acquiring the educational d scientific degree

"Doctor" {Ph.D.). In 2024, he published a monograph titled "Modern Pediatric Elective






intemmship under the "Erasmus' program at the University Hospital CHU Claude Huriez in

Liile. France.

Dr. Topalova-Shishmanova continues to enl ice her qualifications and has acquin | a second

specialty and a Master's degree in Health Management.

Since 2020, Dr. Topalova-Shishimanova holds the educational and scientific degree "Doctor”
(Ph.D.) after defending her doctoral thesis on "A Cc  yrehensive Approach to the Topical
Di:  10sis of Rhinorrhea” at the Medical University of Plovdiv. 1 also had the honor of
providing a positive opinion for the award of her scientific degree. She possesses
commendable teaching and lecturing skills and has exceptional linguistic proficiency — she is

fluent in English.

2. Scientemetric Indicat

2.1. BDescription and Analysis of the Materials and Scienfometric Indicators

Submitted by Dr. Stoyan Stefanov Markov, M.D., Ph.D.

The submitted documentation is sufficient and complete. allowing for an accurate and
objective assessment of the candidate's academic development. The self-assessment table for
the n 1datory minimu seientometric indicators shows over 3600 points (with a requirement
of over 810 _»Hints for the academic position of "Associate Professor™). This indicates a

significant exceeding of the minimum requirements for Professional Field 7.1. Medicine.,

Indicator Group A: The candidate presents a defended doctoral disser” ‘ion for the
educational and scientific degree "Doctor” - [50 points].

o Indicator Group B: A habilitation thesis is presented — a monograph titied "Modemn
Pediatric Elective Tracheotomy" (2024) (ISBN 978-619-237-137), which carries {100
p' ts].

e In cator up C: Publication activity reports [887 points], including 376
po s from publications in referecd and indexed editions in Scopus and/or Web of
Science and 511 points from publications in non-refereed journals with scientific peer
review or edited collective volumes.

o Indicator Gre » D:[1250 points] are  wted from citations and reviews in

scientific publications, refereed and indexed in world-renowned databases.





















presented in the book, namely the muitifaceted nature of the problem and the need for broad

interdiscipln v expertise.

Despite the surgical focus of the author and her work, sufficient space 1s dedicated to
the conservative treatmx  of rhinc 1ea, discussing its application in several cases. Modern
operative techniques ¢ - also exhaustively reviewed, preceded by a look at the past and the
historic " surgical techniques described with respect and acknowledgment of their authors.
Exc _tional atte ion is paid to complications, making it a significant practical guide for
physicians encountering this problem. and guidance for prevention in these : _ proaches is

provided.

Particularly interesting is the section dedicated to the causes of rhinorrhea in
childhood. directing attention to the fact that despite its rarity, this symptom should be

considered, and its etiology should be investigated accordingly.

Special attention is paid to infectious complications, which often involve many other
specialists besides the otorhino™ yngologist. The risk of infectious complic “ons wi
different ¢ gical approaches is also interestingly presented. The author also touches upon the
issue of vaccination in patients with rhinorrhea for infection prevention. For the first time in
Bulgarian otorhinolaryngological literature, the role of fluorescein in the diagnosis of the
condition is defined in detail. Attention is also paid to anosmia and hyposmia in these

approaches, with recommendations for preserving olfaction.

The monograph ' significant sei  ific~ | slied value for daily clinical practice.
otfering precise diagnostic algorithins. tables for quick clinical reference, and postoperative
instructions. The work successfully applies modern international literature data and standards
with the author's real clinical experience. Thus, this work can claim originality and
innovation. combined with a precise surgical and practical approach based on the author's
experience. The monograph  presents a highly specialized vet interdisciplinary model for
diagnosis, management, treatment. and prevention of complications in this serious and
sometimes life-1 atening condition—a valuable reference for specialties involyed with the
problem of rhinorrhea, namely: otorhinolaryngologists, neurosurgeons, diagnostic imaging

specialists. neurologists, infectious disease specialists, and emergency physicians.



5.1. Citation Rate of the Candidates’ Scientific Works in International and

National Scientific Publications
5.1. Citation Rate of Dr. Stoyan Stefanov Markov, M.D., Ph.D.

Based on the official docume s submitted for the candidate frr  the Central Medical
Library (CML) at MU-Sofia, international databases, and the Google Scholar index, Dr.
Stoyan Markov's scientific publications represent signif int scientific interest and are cited
by numerc  authors generating scientific output in our specialty and related fields. Analyzing
the citations, avoiding self-citations, repetitions, and other inadmissible forms of citation. Dr.
Markov's citations are evident in areas concerning: his interdisciplinary output, mainly related
to his publications on Al - artificial intelligence on one hand. and his publications concerning

practical and clinical otorhinolaryngology and pediatrics on the other.

Ove 1, Dr. Stoyan Markov, M.D., Ph.D., also develops significant activity as a

reviewer for Bulgarian and international scientific publications.

The submitted materials overall show that Dr. Stoyan Markov posse s a clearly
defined scientific and academic approach and significant achievements as a scholar with

stable national and international contributions.
5.2. ‘itation Rate of Dr. Aleksandrina T alova-Shishmanova, M.D., Ph.D.

Based on the submitted list of ¢i  ions for the second candidate, Dr. Aleksandrina
Topalova-Shishmanova, data for 30 citations of her scientific we s and output are also
established. A check in Google Scholar confirms the absence of hidden or ¢ licate citations.
The citations are made in connection with the published materials by the author, distributed
among the following topics: sphenoid sinus mucocele (7 citations); Ethnobotany and
phytother v (4 citations); Esophageal foreign bodies (2 citations); Congenital

meningoenc _ alocele (1 citation), and others.

The above demonsirates the genc  tion of a scientitic footprint and scientitic interest

in Dr. Aleksandrina Tc Jova-Shishmanova's scientific ar lemic output, making her a












contribution of the candidate to the development of the scientific works, citation rates, the
consistent development of an independent research theme, as well as the contribution to the

advancement of clinic * practice, surgical activity, and the training of students 31« “dents.

When assessing candidates for a competition, in this case, the competition for the
academic position of ""Associate Profe Hr'' at the Department of ENT Diseases, MU
Piovdiv, the weight dis bution of the individual indicators, according to the official

reguirements for MU-Plovdiv:

» Highest Weight (Group C — 200 pts.): Publication activity. This includes articles in
Scopus and Web of Science, as well as in non-refereed but peer-reviewed journals.
Substantial Weight (Group B — 100 pts.): The habilitation thesis (monograph or
collected publications).

« Significant Weight (Group A and D - total 100 pts.): The doct« Idiss ation for
"Doctor" (50 pts.) and citations of publications (30 pis.).

o« Teach g Activity: It does not have an independent point weight in the scientometric
table but is ¢ litatively assessed by the jury through the academic record of teaching
load.

¢ Self-Assessment: [t does not carry independent points but serves to document and

systematize the candidate’s achievements.

For the final ranking betwcen the two ecandidates, the decisive factors are precisely
the excesses in the highest-weight groups (publications, habilitation thesis, and
citations), as well as the overall impression of the j: _ from the career profile and

teaching activity.

I. Bas [ on this: Chiet Assistant Dr. Stoyan Stefanov Markov. M.D., Ph.D.,
demonstrates sup or scientific . “ievements with a realized output of over 3600
scientometric points and 1250 points from citations and reviews. which weigh heavily
in this competition.

2. Chiefl Assistant Dr. Aleksandrina Rumenova Topalova-Shishmanova, M.D., Ph.D.. is
an excelle  and progressing academic lecturer and rese her, exeell iy prep :d,
and fully meets the requirements for the position. However, in terms of the primary

required scientometric indicators, she has a lower total number of points and fewer



generated citations in the international scientific comnmunity, though still exceeding
the required mimmums.
The ‘vantage of the first candidate is further reinforced by his longer and more

extensive profi  ional and acad:  ic experience, including an earlier acquisition of the

"Doctor” degree (Ph.D).) and a greater total o mtific publications.
Respectfu]ly ; 3an14eHo Ha ocHoBaHWe
Yn.5 §1, 6.“B“ Pernament (EC)2016/679
Assoc. | an 1. rangachev, M.D..
De_ it Yiseases

MU-Sofia



